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'I'hc j:;n':it triliut:ir> of the St. l.awTcrn-e, tin- Ottawa river fiirni-lies

domestic .-iiipplies to various towns from New Liskeanl to .Montreal, a

ili.stanre of 4()0 miles. Hailevhury and New Liskeard pump l>y steam
from lake 'rimi.>kaniiiii;; I'einliroke |)unips \<y steam from .Mlumette

lake; (»tt:iua lias it> supply led tluouuli t>vo miles I'f .-teel pipes laid

in the bottom of the river and inimped direct throu^lioui tluMilx li\

waler-power.

luKicvTio.v .Notwithstaniling the fact tluit the farm distrii'tsof

Ontario and (^ueliec suffer annuallx', from ilrounht during the «um-
nicr, yet no attempt is made to irri^ale, although many >uitaMe
creeks ai-e to be found. This i.s remarkaMe liecau.se the whole popu-

lation is accustomeil to huilding small dams for lumhering and milling

purposes and also to liiunim; ditches for drailia;;e pur|)o.s('s. It is a

natur.il step to conduct water in ditches from a dam ahove, for u>e

as a fertili/.iT, a~ well as for a source of moisture.

DuAiNAtii:— If the jieople of central Canada do not resort to iiri-

gation. they undertake extensive drainage schemes. Kent and I'.ssex

countie.s in Ontario are remaikal'le in this regard, and other districts

are constantly extending the area of tillaMe land. 'Ihi- is lieginning

to ha\i- an effect Upon the rivers. Swamps .are reservoir.-, ju.-t ;is lakes

are reservoirs, in whicii the upland drainage is collected to ?eep --lowlv

through the nuick and earth toward sttv'ams and rivers. When the

draiitag<' is led past these valual'le re>er\'oirs liy free flow in ditches,

it sweeps forward without restraint, and the rixer- receive a great hulk

of water in a short time, causing the unnual floods that scourge nianv

di.-itricts. .\gain, of the water that fallsfrom the clouds, .'lO'",' is ••lly-off,"

or evai)or:'.tion, :{3% is "run-off." <ir stream (low, and the remainder.

17',i'. is "cut-otT," or stored in the ginund. This grour.d storage serves

to keep the land moist and also to maintain the stream flow during the

la.te summer until the autumn rains restore the supply, it will lie

seen, therefore, wh.-it an important part the swamps play in the regu-

lation of our stream-', and 1 suKmit that they should lie jealouslv

guarded as reservoi; ;nd :. forest reserves throughout the whole

Dominion.

Navkiatio-\—The (Jreat lakes and the St. Lawrence afford the

greatest inland navigation loute in the world. .Iac()iies (artier and
(hamplain could reach .Montreal only in row hoats. hut, since IS.^O,

an immense amount of dredging ha.s heeii doiK? in the St. Lawrence,

so that, to-day, ocean liners sf 80 feet diaft frccl\ a.scend to .Mon-

treal, West of .Montreal, a great svstem of canals has been r(>n-
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