
PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

TN Ii]i iDiiisi' of his work upon Ilii' Ait nt ISilO the writor
*• found that in a nuniivr of inptamcs whiri- our I'ailin-

iicnl. hail not followcil the Iin|»Tial Act, the changis hmi not

Iwn iiirrii'ii into other seition* where this was nceesBary in

oriler to make llie Aet consistent with itself. The alisence

of any ({eneral rule for mi]iroviile(l for caM>», it was also

thoiitrht, wouhl interfere witli the uniformity of the law in

the iliflerent i)rovinees, which was one of Um main objects of

Ihe Act. The Minister of ,Iii>tiie si;;nifieil his approval of

these ehanjies, and Ihe ainendinj; .\ct of IHIIl wat '.ntroduced

and ^.asseil.

The present work was d.laycHl in order that these amend-
ments mifrlit lie emhodieil in their proper places. Menntimo
the notes a d illustrations were e.Memled beyond the limits

oiijiinally contemplated. The references to cases, statutes

•inc. other authorities in the work numlx'r nearly four thou-
idi'd. The number of separate decisions cited is two thou-

sand three hundred, and the nundjer of illustrations nearlv a
thousand, Tlie decisions are hroufrht ilown to January, 1802.

Where a summary of the law is given for a;iy country it

is taken as a rule from the latest edition of one of the leading
text writers. Tlius. for ,i summary of the law in Eniflnnd
reference is usually made to Byles on Bills, l.iith ed., 1891,
or to riialniers. 4th ed., ]8!il. For the Tnited States. Daniel
on Negotiable Instruments, 1th ed., 1891, and Handolph on
Commercial I'aper have been seleited, Kor the old French
law. I'otliier, Contrat dc Change, is usually cited; and for the
moilcrn Frencli law, the Code dc Commerce, and Xo\iguier,

Lettres de Change. 4tli ed., 187,'i.


