
pointed to the three-fifths clause as the one objectionable feature of the
bill, the time would come when with proper support from the temperance
party themselves, and with proper enforcement of the law on the part of
the Government and the municipalities adopting it, those same people look-
ing back over four or five years experience would point to the three-fifths
clause as the one which above all others had advanced the cause of temper-
ance. I am not sure that that prediction then made will not be literally

fulfilled. It is not in the interests of temperance that local, option should
be adopted by a municipality only to create bitterness and stHfe between
different sections of the people and to be disregarded by the m^prity: it is

in the interests of umperance that local option, if adopted, 'Should be
passed by such a majority that it will be observed, and have a fair trial in
the community that adopts it.

The Two-thirds Majority Principle in The
Churches

Spi;aVing in tbe Legislative Assembly, or April 10th. la reply to the
motion of Mr. T. H. Preston attacking: the tbrL'(;-ftftbs majority clauxcs of the
Liquor Lice;<se Act, Mr. Hanna pointed out that tbe same principle was em-
bodied in the constitutions of tbe principut Churches, in which it must have
hoeq inserted with precisel> the same object as that wbicb had auima*^cd tbe
Oiiturio Government, namely, in onlur to ilihcourajte inconsiderate c'lnges.
Mr. Hanna then quoted tbe following; cxtmeta from the Constitution of tbe
Methodist Church and stated titat the same principle obtained in ;;rcatcr or less

de-;n'C in several of the other cburchps.

THK METHODIST CHURCH
Extract from the .Dttrfrine and Discipline of the Methodist Church, 1»06.

Page 48, clause 94. Th«. General Conference only »hall have full power
to make liulcs and Regulations for our Church under the following Hmitatfoni
and restriciioas

:

(4) It shall not make any change in the General Rules of our i:k>ciety ex-
cept by a three-fourthi' majority and if required by either order of ministry or
laiiy, a two-thirds viajority of each oider, voting separately.

(5) No change shall be made in tbe basi. of Union aficctiojr constitut-
ional questiunf> or the rights or privileges of ministry or laity except by a three

fourths majority of tbe General Conference, and if lequircd by either ministry
or laity a two-thirds tiiajority of each order voting separately.

(6) In cases of the foregoing clauses 4 and 5, it is understood! that only
three-fourths and two-thirds resptrctively of those voting shall be required, pro-
vided that the total number present and voting shall not be loss ihan ooe-balf
of all the members reported elected.

Clanse 95. The General Conference by a vote of tico-thirds of its members
shiilt have power to increase or diminish the number or alter tbe boundaries of
the soverul annuiit Conferences.

CTfl'/« 112. The General Conference may rc\'erse any decision of the
Board of Appeal by a three-fourths majority of those present and voting provid-
ed that the total number of those present and voiim- shall be not less than one-
half of all tire members reported denied.

THE GENERAL SYNOD OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND IN CANADA
Adopted 1893.

Page 125. No change in tbe Basis of Constitution shall be considered
unless a majority of eacn Order is present, ana no change shall take place un-
Ir'ss unanimousli/ Adopted by both houses or until affirmed bv a two'thirds of th^

Upper Uouee and a two-thirds majority of each Order of the House of Delc-
;;a.tes, and in the latter case it s-haU «t*ntf o*}erfor coKjlrm-atioii ^^XX the oest
mocllDg of the Synod wUea it must be affirmed by siTniui/r minorities.


