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Just below four hundred million. It 
was $430,000,000 when we came into 
power. Do you not see a difference 
there! I forget the total public debt 
when Sir Wilfred Laurier came into 
power, but I know the interest 
charges amounted to between twelve ] 
and fifteen million dollars. Today we j 
are faced with a public debt of $2,- ! 
440,000,000. We have to' pay $13'5,-1 
000,000 in interest on that debt, and 
have to f ind-that before we can raise 
a dollar for the purposes of the gov­
ernment itself, while the whole cost, 
when Laurier was in office,( including 
the interest, was forty million dol­
lars

“When we went into potter, we 
found the deficit osil the railways 
which Mr. Meighen had. _ bought 
amounted to $77,000,000 a year. Un­
fortunate for the era of peace, war 
expenditures has increae* the taxa­
tion by fifty millions. Thére was a 
total uncontrollable expense of 
$300,0-00,00-0 before we could raise 
the $100,000,000 necessary to carry 
or. the government of the country.

“Let us look at the railways. We 
have had to meet deficits. • Laurier 
had miles and miles of land to hand 
out to the railways to induce them to 
build. There was no government sys­
tem. In these days land was given 
away and settlers attracted from all 
parts of the globe by the large 
grants. We are unable to make such 
offers. In spite of that we have been 
successful in bringing down expen­
ditures and increasing revenue, and 
have been able to have a surplus of 
thirty million dollars and relieve the 
tax payers of a sum of twenty-five 
million dollars. In this way, we have 
succeeded, not only in uniting the 
Liberal party, but, more than that, 
in uniting the whole country from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific, and re­
storing the old feeling of confidence 
ayl optimism, bringing together the 
Various elements in our country. I 
Believe that, given time, our policy 
will work out to its natural effect and 
will restore that prosperity, plenty 
and contentment which was the pride 
of the Liberals of the past and will 
be the pride and glory of - the Lib­
erals under the government which is 
carrying on the present administra­
tion.”

; .Three hearty cheers, led by the 
"chairman, were given for the premier 
1 as he resumed his seat on the plat­
form.

RECEPTION BY PREMIER.
Following the meeting a reception 

was held by Premier King in the 
pavilion at the park. The pavilion 
was appropriately decorated, and
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for a considerable time 
remdined there and 
with hundreds of people 
around the pavilion to " 
ilege of being introd'
Hon. Duncan Marshall, 
ganlzer for Ontario, ac1 
troducer, and Mr. King.; 
happy mood as he met yi 
men and women and 
received their congrati 
particularly able addr 

THE RECEPTION C 
The members of 

mittee were as folio 
MvP., M. J. Brophy,
G.> M. Brodiie, Fre- 
WditeJaw, R. H. Bogjftt, 8. L. Tear- 
eon, James Davis,jSenry Sneeth, Dr. 
Andrew Mackay and A. T. MacNeill.

Ladies committee : Mrs. D. J. Sin­
clair, Mrs. A. T, MacNeill, Mrs. M. J. 
Brophy, Mrs. A. E. Grant, Mys. J. G. 
Archibald, Mrs, James Vançe,
John Markey, Miss Isabel 
Mrs. George Eden, Mrs. A 
Mrs. (Col.) John White, the 
White, "Mis# T. Kerr, Mrs, M 
las and Mrs, Andrew McKay.

At the «pse of the recept
visiting ministers 
yed to tit» home or 

Sinclair, where 
jned at dinner, 

ty were: Premier 
lurdock, Hon. Mr. 
aymond, M.P., W. 

D. Euler. M-P-. Dr. Rankin, M.P., and 
Sidney Little of London.

« LEFT CITY AT 8.15.
Premier King an,d the two minis­

ters leftthe city on the 8.15 C.R.R. 
train for Ottawa, where a cabinet 
council is being held today. There 
were many citizens assembled on the 
platform to give him a hearty send- 
off, and he stood on the platform and 
chatted for * .few minutes with a 
group of the local and visiting Lib­
erals. As the train drew out, three 
hearty cheers were given for the 
premier by those who were gathered 
at the station. _ ,_|
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