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Seminar on higher learning

Changes recommended In university planning

Bv J.W. BELTRAME

The formation of a joint committee
representing the Ontario government
and Ontario universities to study and
make proposals on future university
planning, was one of the recommen-
dations made by a recent seminar on
higher learning sponsored by York
and University of Toronto professors.

Attending the seminar were
professors from other Ontario univer-
sities as well as ‘‘knowledgeable” per-

sons from the public sphere.

The study group recommended that
a committee be set up to bridge the
separate research and planning
organizations representing the univer-
sities and the government.

The report, handed down Feb. 14,
states that the proposed committee
“should facilitate and encourage co-
operation and planning by the Council
of Ontario Universities and the
Ministry. It should be empowered to
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require that policies for the system are
respected and implemented by the un-
iversities.”” It also states that

_ governments must have power over

the universities.

Dr. McCormack Smyth, secretary-
treasurer of the seminar, told Ex-
calibur that the report doesn’t give the
government any more control than. it
already has. He said that this power
only affects the planning of univer-
sities and not their operation.

“It is the university that should
decide who should teach in it, what

qualifications teachers must have, and
what should be taught,” he said.

Smyth said he did not believe the
Ontario government deliberately set
out to sabotage the quality of educa-
tion in the province. “The fact is simp-
ly that when governments reach a cer-
tain point in expenditures, they must
do one of three things — increase
taxes, borrow money, or cut down
on spending.”

“It was not appropriate to do the
first two things,” he said.

Smyth said universities are now in

the process of re-evaluating their non-
academic role to cut down on costs.
He suggested that Ontario universities
should follow the example of Euro-
pean universities, where students are
responsible for buying sporting equip-
ment. p

Although the report did not give
specific recommendations for im-
proving the quality of educatign it did
criticize universities for not “differen-
tiating sufficiently between students
of ability and students with marginal
interests in academic work.”

even slow down.

am [ doing anyway?

Some guys can go pelting down
the Road of Life like an arrow. They
never hesitate, never swerve, never

But the rest of us get gnawed by
these funny little questions. They
come, unasked for, unwelcome and
usually about two o’'clock in the
morning. They can stop you cold in
your tracks' Samples: Is this all there
is? If everything's working out for me,
why am | bugged? What in God's name

NGods
namegdnre
you doing?

[f they persist, if they make you
feel like some dim-wit robot
programmed by someone else, maybe

you should bless the questions, take

right man.

Ask us about it.

advantage of the time-out, and think.

If you're asking yourself what in
God's name you re doing, why not think
about doing something in God's name?
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