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Modern warfare is immoral
An interesting perspective on the Gulf Crisis.

The following is a commentary by UNB Maths professor Martin Yaqzan. /.' is a condensation of a letter sent to the President of the United
States of America.

the death of over 3000 Panamani- would move on to South Africa
Israel for more than 23 years, its 

give yOU invasion of Lebanon, when it killed
ans killed last year during your after restoring the human rights in , presume that it was Israel's wish about 20,000 people, its present

ou [President Bush] invasion of Panama? Should Kuwait? that the United States would de- occupation of southern Lebanon,
have made the fol- Kennedy, Johnson and Nixon be stroy Iraq's nuclear capability at its killing of about 1000 Pales-

portrayed as brutal beings for the “The Gulf Crisis" is of your &e CQSt of American lives. Now tinian youngsters during the last 3 
crimes that were committed dur- own making, you can end it any ^ Iraq has threatened Israel as years, the non-stop daily shoot­
ing the Vietnam War, because they time by bringing American forces itsprimary target, the Israeli lobby ings of unarmed people, and be-
were the Commanders in Chief of home. The other countries, most jn united States is having come so enraged about Iraq’s

of them client states of the United thoughts. It should be annexation of Kuwait, to which it
obvious to anyone that if Iraq is 1138 some justifiable claims, and
trying to achieve nuclear capabil- ^ias cultural, religious and ethnic 
ity, it is not to attack other Arab affinity? 
countries or the European con- The plight of the Palestinians is
tinent It is for the sole purpose of far worse that that of the Kuwaities 
facing up to Israel which already an^ honesty demands that their 
has such a capability and uses its be decided first, not after
implied threat to defy the entire Iraq's withdrawal from Kuwait. 
Arab world as well as the United The only civilized and humane

course of action is to talk, discuss

Co¥ lowing main points: 
1. Saddam Hussein 

resembles Hitler and must be
stopped before it is too late.

While analogies need not be 
perfect, I believe that the Hitler 
analogy is a serious error. Hitler s j Iraq should not be allowed to 
dream was the well established benefit from its aggression and
pattern of conquerors of the past: (he me jorce Since the UN
Achievement of hegemony over Security council has asked it to 
other lands and peoples. Mr.
Hussein is an Arab and would like
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spirits.” DollLessons from the 

past
Mr. President, I realize that my 

comments are like the cold winds 
from the north, unlike the warm 
embrace of the Canadian Prime

withdraw from Kuwait by Janu­
ary 15,1991, you will be ready to 

Arabs to unite, but there is no mg fore if it does not do so.
question of his conquering Arab Human history is full of ex­
lands, the continent of Europe or amples of benefits derived from 
any other part of the world.You aggression and the use of force, 
must know that Kuwait, which is 
only an area of about 100 x 50 
miles, was artificially made into a 
“Country" by the British colonial-
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Nations General Assembly. If you
... . . . c ,c were to use the nuclear weapons and explore all possible avenues

Without the use of force, there Minister and the Secretary of State, qow deployed j,, ^ p^ian Gulf for the settlement of all the prob- 
would be no United States of cheenng you on and beating the ^ ^ hundreds of thousands lems in the area, and look beyond

drums of war. But I would like to rf Mstory wiu „ot forgive the immediate. How long can Is-
you, and the Long term interests rael go on defying the United 
of the United States will not be Nations through the American

veto?

America today. So, as an abstract 
moral edict, it is not very mean- 

ism, and that Iraq has consistently ingful to say that one should not be under-Secretary of State, during
claimed sovereignty over it allowed to benefit from the use of the Johnson administration, who

warned of all the dangers that the 
American involvement in the 
Vietnam War would entail, but he

remind you of Mr. George Ball,

served.
force. The way UN Security coun­
cil is composed at present is 

empower Saddam Hussein to die- itself a proof that might matters.
tate oil prices and consequently otherwise, why are Britain and was ignored. His prophesies came 
the economies and interests of the France permanent members of the true, and Mr. Johnson’s cockiness
industrialized world can be jeop- Security Council? Is it not be- 311(1 supreme confidence in the tivates ^ Hussein to link the
ardized. Your Secretary of State, cause of their importance as colo- superiority of the American forces, Palestinian problem to his with-
Mr.Baker has gone as far as to say nial powers; a position they led to his own downfall and the drawal from Kuwait. The fact is waged against Iran.
that the American jobs may be at achieved through the use offeree? death of 58,000 Americans as that Israel has been violating the “westernized" Iraq more than any

The times have changed, but well as the ruin of Vietnam. The wishes of the United Nations for other. Arab country. Yet religion
why are they still permanent United States has yet to pay for the thc last 23 still plays an important role in the

sources will give Iraq more clout, members with veto years and no lives of Iraqis. A million Chris-
but why should that be considered powers? Who do „ -In........|-rrrri....one has dared tians in Iraq probably don’t really
an evil? Doesn’t the United States they represent? to use force to believe that you as a Christian will
have much more clout in world ^yhy doesn’t India make Israel bomb them out of existence. As
affairs because of its resources, withapopulationof behave. Can you count the possible American
agricultural, industrial and other- over 700 million you? Saddam casualties, please think of the Iraqi
wise? Why can’t the Arabs exer- people have perma- Hussein may casualties as well. They too are
cise control over their main re- ne„t membership Human history ÎS full of examples prove to be the human beings with feelings and
source - non-renewable at that? or the veto power? benefits derived from a^ffTCS- best friend of families, and they too want to live
As someone said, they cant drink Israel with a popu- °I DeneillS Uenvea ITOm aggres Israel, if he and love. Saddam Hussein does
their oil, they will have to sell it. of 3.4 ma_ sion and the use of force. Without

2. Kuwaiti oil resources will They too want to live 
and love

Mr. Saddam Hussein is not a 
particularly religious person, as 
was obvious from the war he 

He has

Israelis need a Mes­
siah

It is immaterial as to what mo-

stake.
It is true that Kuwaiti oil re-
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not need oil money for his per-were success­
ful in forcing sonal pleasure. He probably has 
Israel to accept enough- He too is trying in his
the UN résolu- own way to improve the lot of his
tions of 1967, people.
and live in Modem warfare is cruel and 
pearc with its immoral according to any consis- 
Arab neigh- tent system of morality. The United 
hours. Other- Nations has no right to sanction it

the use of force, there would be no 
United States of America today. Of 
course, nor would there be Can­
ada, the Soviet Union, or Israel of 
today. So as an abstract moral
edicMt is nol very meaning»*1 to ^ m._mofMOingmydiS»u«.
say that one Should not be allowed. choice will be Also it has no right to deprive the
to benefit from the use of force.

lion people exer- 
3. Iraq is on the verge of acquiring cise$ vçt0 powcr
nuclear weapons, whichcanupset ^ugh y* United
the balance of power in the Middle 
East.

What justifies the acquisition of 
nuclear weapons by Israel and not 
by Iraq? For that matter, what M envisaged in the 
justifies any country in the wold to ^ Chartcr, does
have nuclear weapons, be it the nol j^y-y ^ ^
United States, France, the Soviet nf attack VQU are 
Union or China? Why mus. the threatening against 
balance of power in the Middle Iraq The so called 
East be in favour of Israel, which international force 
is trying to rewrite history at the 
expense of the vast majority of the 
population in the area?

States, but who is 
there to veto for 200 
million Arabs? 

The use of force

ordinary citizens of any country of 
food, shelter and medecine. The

the Biblical Ar­
mageddon that

people present blockade of Iraq should be
are waiting for. condemned, not approved by The
Israelis do need Unied Nations,
a Messiah, but

some over me.
Before con 
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is not under the UN 
command and Iraq 
has not attacked the 
United States to jus­
tify any defensive action on its 
part. As for the humanitarian re­
sponse to the misfortune of some suffering. The American love for

Why must the crimes commit- Kuwaities a black American stu- their freedom and democracy has 
ted, if any, by the Iraqi forces in dent from die Michigan State Uni- vanished in thin air, and they have
Kuwait, be considered as acts of versity hintcd at ^ hypocrisy in- been left as paupers,
cruelty on the part of Saddam volved when he asked on thepublic
Hussein as a person? Should you television MacNeil-Lehrer report 
be held personally responsible for recently, whether the US forces

none of their 
present leaders seems destined to 
be one. They lack the foresight. Professor Yaqzan is 

a member of the 
UNB Mathematics 
Department

4. SaddamHusseinhascommitted 
brutal crimes against Kuwaities 
and must be brought to justice.

pain and misery it caused the 
people of Vietnam. They are still

Civilized course of 
action

How can you or the world at 
large ignore the occupation of West

History will not for- Bank, Gaza and Golan Heights by
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