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Cate Centre is operated only for the

beneﬁt of Co-op parents.

' The younger children learn to play
together, sharing the toys instead of
hogging them. The older children are
taught to count, to tell time, and to
récognize the letters of the alphabet.
The babies have a special room in which
they can nap on foam mats placed
on the floor.

The rooms in the Centre are each
given a special function. The largest
is used as the workroam, In it, the
children have small benches and tables
to sit at, and -all kinds of small toys,
to play with, :

Here they learn to tell time, draw,
paint, \,tt: “There is also a couple of
TV's for them to watch in this room.
In another room all the riding toys
aye. kept"?l‘he Centre has 3 or 4 types

~ ‘the parents gnust do thxs. The Centre
_gets pretty messy. during the run of a-

day - crumbs on floor, toys scattered,
etc., so these parents have a lot of
cleaning to do.

There is télk of buﬂdmg a new

" Co-op building with a proper Day
- Care Centre built into it butuntii then,

the Centre will stay where it is. Mrs,
Wong would like to have the workroom
enlarged; but since the apartment will
be used again as an apartment once
the Day Care Centre moves, the walls
cannot be knocked out to enlarge the
rooms.

She says that the facilities available
to her are adequate for the present,
but ' that several  thing are needed
~more children-size tables and chairs,
a playpen, arts supplies, a mop, kitchen
ware, and towels and face cloths. The
Parents Committee tries to get people
to donate the things needed by the
Centre. They generally know the people
who c¢an donate, or where donations
may be found.

Mrs. Wong says she could fill the
nursery with young babies because
that’s where the greatest demand is.

She envisages the Centre splitting
into two sections, one to care for the
babies, and the other to care for
the older children.

R A T s T e A VR

Both Roy Neale and Roland Morrison are

BRUNSWICKAN staffers.

Senate may soon decide
centre’s fate

BY ROY NEALE

The coming Senate meeting
may well decide the fate of
Pre-school training in Freder-
icton. At stake is about $40,000
in the form of backing a
mortgage. A - new building,
located on land owned by UNB
would be part of an answer
to the problem. The final
solution lies deeper than that.
In other provinces and at other

~ universities the centres are

funded by the governments on

Jocal provincial and federal

levels.

Those funds insure that
qualified  and fully reliable
help is available at a reduced
fee.. There should not be any

discrimination on the basis of

the level of wealth. In the
past some students and working

mothers from Fredericton have

had the Preschool Centre
priced out of their range. In
the case »f foreign students
this exclusion has been keenly
felt.

Although the Senate can
not do the whole thing, it
can make sure that six years
of experience is not scattered
to the winds. The provincial
government, although sym-
pathetic to the problem has not
enacted any legislation to keep
this vital communify service
out of the hands of unqualified
profiteers. Should the Pre-
school Centre disappear all that
remained in Fredericton would
be the profiteers. A small step
is needed for this not to
happen. The Senate holds the
future of a vital civic service
in its grasp.




