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Knocking down cardboard
angels with paper demons

room of a train station . Ford — playing John
Book, supercop — takes on the case and

m”m t Pictu discovers that a fellow cop is the murderer.
W RV . g To protect the boy and his mother, Ford
Semoun returns them to their Amish village and hides
review by Gilbert Bouchard out with them. Eventually the bad cops track

Harrison Ford’s latest vehicle Witness is
just plain insulting. It’s insulting to the Amish
people whom it attempts to portray as non-
technical simpletons, and it’s insulting to the

audience for thinking that anyone is stupid

enough to swallow this kind of trash.

Witness pits North Americans’ malaise
with the complexity of modern living against
theillusionary peace of the good old days as
personified by the Amish (the Amish are a
religious sect that live communally in the
Eastern states and eschew all technological
aids; they live almost as they did when they
emigrated to the U.S. 300 years ago).

The movie’s media promo packet claims:
“Witness is the collision of two worlds — a
20th century man to whom violence is an
everyday fact of life, and a pacifist society
whose structures have remained rigidly
unchanged since the 18th century — pro-
vides a compelling modern confrontation.
[sic]”

Witness producer Ed Feldman continues
in the same nauseating fashion: “I think that
the Amish have found some kind of inner
peace and tranquility that most of us envy in
many ways.”

So what Feldman and usually intelligent
director Peter Weir (Gallipoli and Year of

4 Living Dangerously) do is take this “envied”

people and in a hyped-up guise of making
some pseudodocudrama (that the Amish
refused to help produce and have since
denounced) create a fiction. They have pur-
posely built up the Amish into a cartoon-like
race to contrast Harrison Ford’s superviolent
“everyman”.

The plot is simple. An Amish boy travel-
ling from one Amish colony to another wit-
nesses a brutal drug murder in the wash-

Ford down and he has to save the day by
shooting up everything in sight.

The Amish in the movie are portrayed as
‘being se wimpy and helpless in the shadow
of Ford’s superiority one wonders how they
managed to survive three years let alone 300.

That’s where Weir and Feldman blew it. By
trying to build up Harrison Ford into a mod-
ern day superman they took the easy way
out; instead.of building up a character they
simply built down all the characters around
-him. The Amish are nothing more than elab-
orate foils for Ford.

- Did either of these men stop to think that
eschewing technology and preaching non-
violence do not automatically make people
wimps. After all, the lack of electricity and
television didn’t help the victims of the

- inquisition or stop the revolutionary war. In
. - fact, the Amish show amazing bit of forti-

tutde living the way they do with some of
their villages less than 60 miles from major
American cities.

An dealing with exotic cultures, the ten-
dency is always to concentrate on the dissim-

iﬁriﬁesg@@rget the basic human traits that

h cultures share with ours and Feld-
‘seems incapable of seeing past the
.and buggy trappings or the religious

it that the Amish so proudly flaunt.

5 “part from that the film is just horrible.

The acting is sub par and Ford leads the
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mangy pack looking like he’s coming off
downers or something. Weir manages to
match this cracker jack acting with ace cine-
matography — namely fab shots of wheat
waving in the wind.

Witness is just Weir knocking down card-
board angels with paper demons and trying
to make as much noise as he can.
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1 imw NON-STOP SERVICE TO BOTH
. R LONDON (Gatwick) AND MANCHESTER.

€) ARRIVE AT ONE AIRPORT, DEPART FROM

THE OTHER IF YOU WISH.

MILEAGE, FREE DROP-OFF.

CAR RENTALS FROM $25 PER DAY, UNLIMITED

NEW ‘BED & BREAKFAST' VOUCHER PLAN FOR

$18 PER PERSON, PER NIGHT.

‘GO-AS-YOU-PLEASE’ AT OVER 250 HOTELS FOR
$30 PER PERSON, PER NIGHT, DOUBLE OCC.

LONDON HOTELS FROM JUST $25 PER PERSON,

PER NIGHT, DOUBLE OCCUPANCY.

EXCITING BOATING HOLIDAYS FOR AS LITTLE

AS $55 PER PERSON, PER WEEK.

8 COMFORTABLE ESCORTED COACH TOURS.

43 SUPERB ‘WARDAIR CLASS' SERVICE ON
«¥ WIDE-BODIED B-747 OR DC-10 JETS.

LY from

Man
availim
Complete schedule and
all Holiday Packages
available for departures
from May 1985. Higher
air fares apply.

..insist on Holidays by Wardair.

Outside Edmonton call 1-800-222-6518 toll free.

Ask your Travel Agent or
call Intervac (Edmonton) 423-5533

DON'T FORGET WARDAIR'S PRESENTATH

~ Rocking Chair Lounge, HUB Mall/07 March/1500-4

Learn all about Wardair’s Europe 1985
from Jean-Paul Varnatis (Area Sales Manager).
An OPEN INVITATION from IntraEdmonton Travel.

ADULTS $7.50 STUDENTS $5.00
Available at: CALGARY~-- U. of C. Campus Ticket Centre

EDMONTON-- U. of A. SUB Ticket Office & at the Door
SPONSORED BY RED DEER COLLEGE

Edmonton Travel
Agency Co. Ltd.

w2  YOU'RE ON TOP OF THE WORLD

(19006 - 112 Street, Hub Mall JMain Floor,
Edmonton, Alberta 10405
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403/433-2494 403,




