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Track akes u frmonev

by Kari Wilberg

Track and 'field sports, in-
ont form or another, have been
around long before misguided
-immùigrants starte to play field
;.hockey on ice. in fact track and
field is the core of any summer
4girts festival. More important-
ty ,though, i spite.of the wide
pariipation, possible, and wide

-application of its benefits, traolk
Js -nçeg etéd at. the collegiate

Tis neglect -involves flot-only a àackofianational universi-,
ty chapioship, but it. also

raesto public achools
itudentb tentually tech ini

Late last fall U ofA andý
Edmonton Olympic Club track

ýcoah Ken Porter stated track
and fi eld was the world's -major
ýsport with more people involved
than hrianyother activity. Porter
:îfiM on to say track is "the
bàckbonW of the suimmer OIym-
Pims. At' the universi.ty level
Porter believed track «"fuZteà~

th iae of the university ithecmuity.
One: reason, Porter men-

tioned, for track's importance
and ýpotential is track's runnmg,
Jumping, and throwing that "is
the basis for ahl sports." Porter
claims if an athiete "is good in
track it is easy to adapt to other
games." Stii, hle points out other
sports, like gymnastics, are
important. Porter states gym-
nastics make -suspenhory and
airborne movements" &-alable.

F_ Tht importance of track
seems to go unnoticed. Porter
and U of A track organizer
Gabor Simonyi have lamented
the traditional lumpingof track,
together with 'other sports.
Porter points out "track and field
is so complex" and adds "if you
can understand track andfil

you can understand spo 1rt-
explosive anerobic and-aerobic
conditioning," and "whole
systems." Consequently, sivin'g
track, in the schools, a peripheral
sports status seema to be .a
terrible waste.

Tht potential for participa-
tion in track is wide. Because tht
sport is complex almost anyone
can find a discipline well suited
to their, abilities. Still, at mosi.
schools, track is less important'
than football, and basketbýall
sports that have, size and, for,
football, sex standards that must-:
be met.e

Simonyi 'points -out. bgh
uchool teacherà: do. 'a bad job
coaching k -(rack) because it
frightent, the=i" The Iack of
qualified or wllliùg coaches may
mtm from a lack of. teachÎr
train& Porrmentioned "'It's
incredible someone can, get:a
BPE without gymnastica,- danct.,
or track and fleld.

Just as important thoughi
determining track's role 'i
primary schools and i unïver-
sities have, te be traditional
North Americanpiorities for
sport. Porter believes track's
international prominence is flot
recognized by Canadian univer-
sity sport govrning \bodies.
Porter states "I feel the UAB
shoùld consider track and field
as important as any other sport".
because it "is a co-ed activity that
involves people from ail parts of
the campus."

Tht U of Xs role has been
important and under Simonyi,
Porter and others, tht U of A ha,
assembled a teamn able to win
three CIAU' West conference
titlesin arow.WhethrthU of
A squad is tht 'nation's best
college team is another question.
For the last few years national
championships . have- been-

.Guild stays put,

GuHd strkes a typical pose.

Tht Bears ski team'sieremy
Guild has quit school and i.
residing in Calgary until May.
Actually, Guild is not in self-
imposed exile. More accurately
though a Lake Louise tret,travelling at high speed, collided
with the ski ace.

Shortly before Reading
Week tht tree viciously attacked
Guild and broke his femnur into
three pieces. Tht tret emerged
unscathed. Doctors maintain
Guild will spend up to two
months in traction and they are
reluctant to have him moved to
Edmonton.

Generously, tht ski team
has offered to tow Guild's bed
behind a U of A van back to
Edmonton. However, Guild
declined, commenting, -I don't
have -any insurance on my

wheels." In spite of Guild's
ingratitude, the Bears maintain
"he's alright, but his girlfriend is
better." Thy add, "She's gttting
really lonely these days."

Âlwiys feilows ready with
kind words, tht ski teamers have
some fond memories 'of team-
mate Guild. Chris Wright,
downhill ace, says, -Jerenly
could ski real mice, but he was
slower than' me." Bear Bryan
Mtktchuk states,."Whenever 1
dropped something Jeremy was
there to pick it ull-Y Nottd Bear
worthy Chuck Johnstone says,
"How much dots Guild want for
his skis?"

In all though, coach Bruce
Wilson summed it up best
whenever he bellowtd, "Guild,
get off your as."

~ç ~rery- ~1 J~ ~ mjr prsin Canada." t,'

miein*vck ndfil4~it18of tradi in nbiding support til otr1 evnig ~
nothing shrt of a crine that for track and .il.Pore' cn ont wonders if institutions i1
there -are- no.,national chamn- tinues. "Weae tht' ta&ko tht CIAU aýnctEPSIB art ea
-pionsia.mkn track-and fio1d otofh for change.

Crappouer s M la over but match wlth Japense Ali-StM ars dksep thé han usnq.

Barry:, coach of .. year.:,
hy flirt Townshend McKee, at 62 kilos, wasjoined by iaeatr~efrttIl.1s

AI Haron who placed'sixth in m isbae m bis Of d show-
John Barry bas a hold on tht 52 kilo category. hi itCA in als

l. uf-. ___________iWe ______AUW__
the Caaian Amateur w rczu-
ing-Association coach of tht year
award. According to Golden
Bear wrestler Mark Yurick U of
A coach Barry did not txptct tht
award. Certaily tht Bear's
winning 7 out of112 individualCIAU titîts had something to do
with tht CAWA's decision.

More good news for tht
Bears last weekend.was Tom
MçKee's fourth, place finish at
the, Juni'or Nationals in Calgary.

Although tht, CIAU stqson
is over tht Bear will bc matched
up with tht Japanese Ai-Star
team. However, Yurick bau
informed thet Gateway no Sunoý
wrestling is expêtcd.

Ini addition, to tht. U of A-
Japan match Golden Bear elon
Purych may be fightingin'ýOhio
at the World up- wrestlig.
tournament.-Purych .qbe=
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