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Psychiutrist's solution to drugs
wouldhe step huckwurds for society

The last Urne they stiffened the the judges cared ta lock up under rebabilitation and "remotivation"
laws to cure a "dru g epidernic," sucb a catch-ail piece of legisia- centres is simply toying at the
they called it Prohibition. tion. outside, in effect, begging the real

It didn't work. Wbat is particulariy frightening question.
In Friday's Gateway, a personai is the possibiiity that tbe as- It is time we realized it is the

statement from the bead of psy sociation, whose recammendations society whicb is deviant, not the
cbiatry at the U of A and pres- would carry much weight consid- opters-out; that it is the society
ident of the Canadian Psychiatrie ering its composition of highiy which needs "remotivation."
Association, Dr. Keith Yonge, took
us right back ta that era of tbink-
ing.

Dr. Yonge wouid like ta see
"lIoitering" include "neglect of
educational and occupationai op-
portunities, and persistent and un-
warranted idleness."

Perhaps this is simply a wark-
ing paper but for a leading psy-
cbiatrist to say that the courts
sbould decide wbat constitutes a
warthwhile life and tben penalize
the individual who transgresses
those bounds by putting him in a
"work coiony" betrays grass dis-
respect for individual rigbts.

Wbile Dr. Yonge may dlaim he
is flot asking for stiffer drug iaws
by stating "attempts to stem the
epidemic of non-medical use of
drugs simply by probibiting sup-
plies of the drugs . . . wiil not be
effective," bis suggested loitering
Iaws wouid give the courts tre-
mendous contrai, not oniy over
drug "offenders" but over anyone

traioca prasessionals, mignc accept
this extremeiy dangeraus proposai.

If Dr. Yonge's statement is any
indication af wbat the final recom-
mendatians of the association to
the government's commission on
the non-medicai use of drugs will
be, tben the association can only
be iabeiied as irresponsible.

The paper itseif cames dan-
gerously close ta using scare tac-
tics about that evil weed, mari-
juana, and its "immature," "prim-
itive" users. It is not, as Dr.
Yange would have us believe, the
"ýexcessive permissiveness of 20tb
century society" whicb bas en-
cauraged groups to opt out, but
rather their increased reaiization
of the very oppressive, false nature
of that society.

Avoiding the basic societal is-
sues by slapping a label reminis-
cent af iidirty hippies" on drug
users is a very easy way out.

And aitering the concept of
penitentiaries to work colonies as

Hence, it is most upsetting to
see a report from one of Catiadas
leading psycbiatrists which flot
only wants the status quo main-
tained on the prohibition of psy.
chotropic drubs but wants the law
"1extended" ta net users and prob-
abiy any other non-conformist by-
standers. It is a bass-ackwards
solution.

True, Dr. Yonge does flot say
drugs cause "a generaily idie and
parasitîc attitude ta socîety" but he
does say drugs tend ta bc asso-
ciated with a "«reversion to tht
crude or primitive in speech, in
sexual expression and in taste for
music forms (however mucb these
may be rationalized as emancipa-
tion fromn socio-cultural oppres-
sion)."

I expect a few of Dr. Yonge's
smoking assaciates in any of the
professions migbt bave somcthing
ta, say about that.

AI Scarth

The reform of imperialism .. a plous wish
STUDENTS FOR A campus which their labor bas' the monopolies need to finance have ta make public statements the anti-people research that goes

DEMOCRATIC UNIVERSITY created and paid for. their growtb and concentration us- admitting tbat more tban 60 per on in tbe social sciences, physical
The teach-in, then, first mysti-. ing the resources of tbese institu- cent of Aibertans don't bave a sciences and otber arcas; in

Once again on the campus this fies the issues by ,alk inbut tions. decent income. struggie against the fraud of con-
week _we a're getting an illustra-
tion of bow far removed fram
reaiity is the worid of tbe "intel-
lectuais." We are being treated ta
a teacb-in on something called
"The American Domination of
Canada" We are bearing variaus
proposais for the refarm of this
"Domination." But tbe exercise.
for two fundamentai reasons, is
largely fatuous.

The first reasan is that the
probicm is flot the American Dom-
ination of Canada, but the under-
lying processes wbtcb give rise ta
that domination, These underlying
processes arc those of capitalism
in its contcmporary stage. tbe
stage of imperiaiism, and the re-
form of imperialism is a piaus
wish for its destructive cf fects can
oniy be ended by revolutionary
changes in the economnie, political
and social order.

Teuch-in is Iust 0#n
empty exercise_

The second reasan wby the
teacb-in is an empty exercise is
that it takes no note of the fact
that struggie against capitalism in
its imnperialist stage is aiready un-
derway daily in aur socicty. Tbe
very people cngaged in this an-
going struggle, the working peo-
pie, are the exact ones who were
flot jnvited ta, the teach-in and
wbo, indeed, are rarely invited ta
participate in anytbîng on this

American Domination when it
sbouid be taiking about imperiai-
ism, and second ensures it wili nat
camne ta grips witb even the
mystified isues by excluding the
very people who confront these
issues concreteiy in their daiiy
lives.

How should we understand im-
perialism as the contemparary
"stage" of capitaiism? Capitalism
is the system of producing goada
tbrougb the application of men's
"free" labor-power in ways deter-
mincd hy the minority of people
wbo own the ciements of the pro-
ductive pracess.

It develaps ta the imperialist
stage as a resuit of its own inter-
nai necessities, as a system in
motion. If capitalism were purely
competitive, the rate af profit of
capitalist enterprises wouid tend
(and bas tended, in certain bistor-
icai situations) ta decline as a re-
suit of processes inciuding cam-
petition in productivity and mecb-
anization and the struggle of
workers for a better standard of
living.

Ta maintain higb profit rates in
face of these probiems, capitaiist
enterprise tends toward concentra-
tion of ownersbip - monopolies
wbîch can hoid profits up tbraugb
market controi-and tends alsa ta
invest abroad in cauntries wbere
conditions are sucb that resources
and people can be expioited
cheapiy. Financial institutions like
banks and insurance companies
play a growing role in the direc-
tion of these monopolies because

Alberta mukes a good
imperiulist investment

One of tbe parts of the world
where the great imperialist power,
tbe United States, bas found
profitable investment for its
mnonopolies is Alberta. As a satel-
lite area of American imperiaiism,
Alberta suffers a number of prob-
lems of a fundamentai character,
the ieast of wbich is the number
of American professors at its uni-
versities. Alberta suffers, for one
tbing, "uneven devclopment." Tbat
is, tbc Albertan economy is direct-
ed in accordance witb the needs
of imperialiat companies, and if
these companies require that one
area of the economy sucb as oul
production be deveioped whiie
other areas of tbe economy sucb as
manufacturing be ignored, devel-
opment wi]i proceed on tbis basis
regardiess of tbe needs of Aiber-
tans.

Tbe economy thus is vulnerable
to any decision of the imperiaiist
companies ta invest elsewbere, and
this is only one result of uneven
deveiopment.

Tbe imperiaiist companies rab
Alberta of mucb of its weaith by
taking huge chunks of profit home
to the United States. If Aibertans
controiied tbe ojl industries, tbey
wouid reinvest the profits bere at
home, and the premier would not

It is ironic tbat Premier Strom
shouid make such statements,
since be is the leader of a goverfi-
ment wbicb bas worked diligentiy
for years ta sec that the imperialist
campanies wiil have the easiest
ride possible on the backs of AI-
bertans. Now Premier Strom is
going ta Alaska ta advise that
state's government how ta give the
ail companies an easy ride there,
to0.

Imperialism is struggied against
most directiy by the people of Ai-
berta in the work-piaces of the
province. The working people are
figbting as best they can ta main-
tain a decent living against the
imperiaiists -some of wbom are
nat American but huge Canadian
campanies wbicb engage in "«in-
ternai imperialism" in variaus
areas of the country like Alberta.
The struggles of tbe working peo-
ple are wbat we cal class struggie
-workers against capitalists.

Students and inteilectuals in
general wiii not be able ta fight
against imperialism by caliing it
American Domination and repeat-
ing piaus words about it before
large audiences in the academic
bothouse.

Students and inteliectuais wili
oniy be able ta figbt against im-
periaiism by jaining in and belp-
ing the struggle which is aiready
on-going -the class struggie of
the warking people against their
oppressors the capitaiists. Some
aspects of this alliance of students
and workers will be manifested on
the campus-in struggies against

panies giving money to the uni-
versity in campaigns like tho 3AU
campaign without a single ref-
erence ta the people who inade
these gifts possible. nameiy the
working people wbo produc- the
wealtb in aur society; even in
struggles against the authoritarian
structures of the university which
imperiaiism needs ta maintaiin the
universty as its tool.

loin the picket limes
of the workers

But we need always ta riOCfl
ber the fundamental imPortflcc
of the ciass struggle, and xe can
beip tbe working people dircCtlY
in this struggie -joining their
picket fines as some of us have
done at the MacMillan Bloede1
plant wbere workers were lockcd
out in denial of their just WagE
demands, and so on.

And we need aiways ta be work-
ing ta forge instruments off effec-
tive struggle against the <.(flcen-

trated power of imperialî'.n)l 1f

struments that will orgaiwc ?the
people together in equaily l1 ,0wer
fui unities like worker - 5tiideaIt
defense groups and tbe lik, The
struggle is only beginning. and 't

can be raised ta higber and iligher
levels only by cencrete actiOnfs-
flot by piaus words like those
heard at this week's teach-îli.

The Gateway
member of the canodian university press


