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The -Sovere
By Chines Donin,4 Algoma, Ont., Canad
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I'~Y Cordie Barth chose1Rydebankout ofa
scr fgood Camps

predestination. H e1
adrntted that he vasi
flrt attracted by the
romantio sound of
the name after which
the desire to spend

bis short vacation there becarne fantas-
ticalily insistent.

Nqight had set in vhon ho arrived. It
Memed to hlm the blackest night ho had
ever knewn-the frowning mountain eut-

t 0g f the at glimmer of twilight and

c tigny, shadows on the lake, oblit-

ea inai objecesini that direction.
The nly place whore the paît of dark.

mnms as effectually banished turned
et te ho an hotel--se high up on that
Ume frowning mountaili that he began
te inscribo it upon his imemory vith cer-
tain fanious lighthousos and aviators'
bavons ho had seen.

à yanlc of the thumb from the hotol
lerk. indicated the loungiiig-room vhere

bc found tvo rough, wethered mon of
the camp-habitue type, chaffing droliy
and yarning. Cloud under loud of rank
tobacco eroke floated on the fresh air
wbich came through the haîf-open wiln-
dows. Ho retired modestty to a quiet
corner. The laugb which foitowod a
story relatodl by one of the loungers
caugbt him smiliing rociprocally. En-
couraged by tho fra.nkness of Coirdi's
f$ce a conciliation was effected in custo-
mary camp style:

"«Tit yeu. pard., old Jim. Madmus
ain't nover stuck fer a yarn. Ho's the
ebeerfulléet eues in Ca&np."1 This inform-
atioiu vas impartod vlth a tight wink
of the i"off" oeye. s

"That's ail right. Joo.," said 'Old Jim.'

soberty. "The lad ain't lookin' fer no
yearns sech as you an' me swaps occa-
sionai--likessomethin' more genteel or
I loec me shako. Nover mmnd, Capn-"$
turning to %,crdic, vo takes queer obser-
vations sometimos and maybe my stories
is vuth listonin' to, but they ain't
ailus acceptable to the gentry that
cornes after the Ryders arrive f romt tovn.
You're the very fust and wel sure sec
more of you. Joe, bore, an' me allis
gte a bid te the festivitabes-ahem!
You'Il llnd us the pure red rock, Cap'n,
ready an' obligin' towards themn as 1w,
villin' te shako up on the levelt-do't
give a cuss whether they's related to
Colonel Ryder or jest strangors."

'Il havent the honor of Colonel Ryder's
acquaintanco," confessed Cordic. "Per-
haps 1 shall meet him in the course of
events. You, of course, know him in-
timateiy T"

"Know him intimately!" Why, Joe,
bore and me's spendir' his money fer
twenty yoars."

Cerdie smiied and "oid Jim" resumed;
"Nobody cornes to Ryderbank vithout

fuat askin' about Colonel Ryder, 'case
Colonel Ryder's ail there le to this here
burg, and if hjs famiiy don't stay bore
ail wintor it ain't none of our business
the Colonel stays. Joe, bore and me donc
the fust work fer the Colonel af ter the
rush to Cobalt-and the old boy ai't con-
quered àai there 'iS in tbis here silver
zone vit. Why, ain't he off on another
purshit of the elusive only this. morn-
ung! Yes, sir, and gene is bis tracke,
too. Tlîree mon in a boat with Colonel
Ryder as boss of the outfit headed fer
the open lake bright and eariy. No use
askin' wîîere, young man, 'case there
ain't no where. Can't toit where be'Il
land up-nobody bothers him tilt he's
out lookin' fer machinery. He's on a
new trait this trip and if ye feel inciined
to know him intimately, you mighit filld
hirn arnong the 30,000 isiands iyin' round'
aI)ott here.

-Taikin' about islands, Cap'n, did ye
ever hearof the Reef o' Bones twenty
miles frorn here?"

Cerdic adritted hi.s ignorance of the
spm)oky spot.

"WeIll, there's a story that 1 kkm tell
Ye kin make your own additions when
yecLyit a chance to relate it at the-the
club, ahemn! The bare facts is theOSOS

~'Two years ag(,o old Jake Hilder cornes Up
iroia Spragge or thereabouts to show t"i
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boys hie etake. Tventy-thousand hard
wuz hie pile an'lho jeet dug down inte
hie turkey and picked out a handful of
them King Edward sovereigna vhenever
funde vuz 1ev around. Jake vus the
pay that day. Sold his dlaim down
yonder. No choques fer Jake-pre-
ferred the' real mint. There vuz
sovereigns clinkin' aIl day but Jake had
the uncommon good luck to git svay
with enough te, run a bank. There vus
co measiy cuese noopin' round fer a
partnerehip but vo got Jake off la his
canoe bof oro the articlvs vuz signed.

"'Nobody oever heard 6f Jake after.
Last spring, Joe, bore, and me takes a
cruise around them Islande, and ioptn',

from Snake, two miles atraigh out
from here, it vas the twenty-efoe isl-
land dovn that at up an uneanny
sigbt te us. We ail beliove te this day
that aIl the mortal romains of Jake Ri1
der laye on that reef. Got adrif t, vo
reckoned, and fligged fe rit-to give
the crows their piekin'. Joe, hero, and
me combe round fer driftwood and con-
structs a rough coffin fer th: poor fella,
and its thero yit-a crude monamint te
a cumrade, the besteur iskill vaz ekal
te, standin' high an' dry vith the bon«s
fitted in enug,..-

"«Joe, hore and me 'bas often seUI
Jake's ghost sence thon an' it seerns
te vhisper that a placer doposit of them
there sovoreéigns lies on a, andy beach'
on one of the Islands near- the 'Reef o'
Bones! ' 'Twas us give LWj tho namo.

«I'Taint a long stery, Cap'n., but Joe,
hers, an' me altus tries te mako the
stranger foot at home. A fells lee 8
btter vbon lho knevs more Of the

place hoe cornes te visit. 1 aint askili'
vwhat yer bore fer-but seela' that .y.
don't 1mev the Colonel F,'d take ye fer
a reporter. Joe here an' mo'll hoe glad
te faver ye vith the history of the
place any timo but the mean-timo
-vhich happons to ho jest Our bed-
time. Pleasant dreàma, Cap'n. Wake,
up, Jool That's hlm, altus.»

4[oe rosponded vith a grunt, and the
tvain, stiff-legged from long sitting,
dragge themselves off.

Medu yavned and shivored syn-
chronously. Ho vas sensible of tva
haüntings of vhich Jake Hilder vas the
less tangible." Whon, a fev nMinutes
inter hie seneies gave up te alumber Ia
the front main bedroom, of the "Lake.
viev,"1 the ashy spectre of a form un-
known vas guiding hlm about Island
shores, bending nov and thon te pick
up something round and yellov in the
sand.

Ho had had hie plés"nt dyeame and
avoko e tlook upon a gorgeons sunrise.
Ho breakfasted early and hastened te
obey a quickly-formod purpobe. This
vas nothing less than te look around
for a catboat in vhich te tako a trip
te the fatefut "Reef 0' BýoneOs"

0)f course it vas "Old Jim" Madmus
vho pointed eut the cathoat and good-
naturodly offered bim tho use of it lu-
definitely.

That evoning "Old Jim"Y collected a
ton-dollar vagor from his partnor, Joe.

(Jrdie found the moorago easiiy
vhere a score or more of Bemal raf t
lay et anchor in the creek. Ho picked
eut the one*indicated by "cOid Jim" and
as hoe struggled t eslese it from the
othors hoe w4s startted te hear a femnin-
ine voico of remarkabiy eveet quality
liiting an Indian sang just 'thon popular.
The neat cou cof haiyards become a
tanglo whiie hoe sought te loosen them
and gaze about at the saine timo in
search for the source of the meindy. A
gioam of sunlight juet thon glanced over
the troc-tops, and ighted the lino of
honts on the opposite shore. Ho was
attracted by the naine, "Helen Ryder,"
at the prow of the very pretty yacht.
Aizing up the details of its eieganco,
bis gaze vas checked sharpiy at the
cabin entraxice. The charming pos-
sessor of the voice emerged from it and
the full gieamn of sunlight feul upon bier
auburn hair.

The song broke off into a peal cf
merr lauhter and Çerdice aw twO

niischieyouis eyes regardighmvt
uufeigned amusment-and ho realiied
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