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166 PROMISENT ME,

,sympathies which. are not usually found united
in one person, his position ýu, a man ap,-ýtrt from
the mass of politicians is easily understood.
The future of such a character is largelv a ques-
tion of opportunities. Should- lie discover orig-
inally or through others sonie truth in economic
science which commends itself to his judgment
and his heart, as one by which great practical
problems are solved, he will do much to make
Canada an exponent of that truth. On the
other hand, should the position of Canada be
threatened by nieasures which seem to hini like-

ly to lower her position, lie may be fouiid the
leader on the Imperialist side. At piesent lie
classes himself as a believer in the' protective
principle, w; a, temporary expedient, but n"t
necessarily in the whole of the present protec-

tive system. His sympathies are with the lui-
perial Federationists, but he awaits the proposal

of what seems a practical plan of fusion before,
doing more than expressing sympathy. He
favours the Free Trade principle, but will not

follow it into what seems to him an abandon-
ment of the rights and interests of the people.
Richard Chapman Weldon is ;ýt Saul among his
people. Those who liave followed the politiéal
history of Saul's country and time, know that
lie remained in obscurity until there arose a
çrreat national crisis. follo'wed by ýsuch a call to
leadership as lie could- not doubt and dared not
disobey. A like reýsult, when the opportunity
comes, may 4 looked for from the sul.ject of
this brief sketch.

ROBERT THRNISON,
ffainilton, Oýîf,.

T HE'success of the gentleman whose'name
appears at the head of this sketch iq tht-,

success of a man of resources. Conibined with
that characteristic is that of tlior'u(ril business
abilit in the hiçrhest sense of the terni. Robert

Thomson's name is one of the -hest known and
niost hon-urably regarded in the circles

with whieh lie is connected, not onlv in the city
of Hamilton, but in the country iniiiiediately

surroundinçr it, where for m.«tiiy years lie has
carried on extensive operations in his fine.
-Thomson is of Scottish birth, h.,iviiict been boril
in Dumfriesshire, Scotland, May *" M, 1833. Hi.,;
parents were William and Jean Charteris Thom-
son, the latter beinçr a member of the Charteris
family of Amistield, Dumfriesshire, Scotland.

They had thirte -en children : six (lied in child-
hood and lie buried, in the old churehyard

of Kirkeonnel by the Kirtle Water. The
second son- ' came to America, iaý 18495 and in
1852 the father, mother, three ý dý-tu(-ri-iter.q and,
the subject of thisý sketch followed, leaving the
eldest son in Enggland, where -lie (lied in 1'885,
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and the third son, who shortly after went to
Australia and died there in 1866. The emi-

gratinct section of the family sailed from the
foot (if Annan. Water in the "Devonshire,"
crossincr the Âtlantic in six weeks and three

days to ,New York, then up the Hudson to
.Ilbaiiy, by train to Rochester, and then 1-)y

steamer to Wellington Square (iiow Burlinçrtoii).
From that place they went direct to Puslinch,

county of Wellington, where their soli had
settled, and there be(ran their iiew life in the
New World, farruing and lumbering. Two
years later, the father died; his widow died in
Hamilton three years, since, at the advanced age

of,88. In 1856, Robert went to Cuniminsville,
county of 1-1alton, -vliere lie entered upon a

career in the lumbering business, which, lie
conducted successfully for a period of ei(,-,h-
teen years. In 1874, having purchaised. the
insolvent ' estate of J. C. McC.«,trthy', lumber
merchant, Hamilton, lie went to reside in
Burlington, where lie had landèd a little more

than twenty yeais before with enipty pç)ck--
ets, but a' heart full of courage and a deter-

mination to - succeed. Mr. Thoniý..;on',,; çrreat
forte -was the lumbeiiiiçr business a statenient
the truth of which bas been aniply established
since the peri(xl when' lie left Halton county.

The trade which lie then tcx)k up under his
slirewd and skilful mana(renient -grown to im-

mense proportions. For a loiig time lie has
been lar(relv iiiterested in timber limits, and
saw-mill n'aiiufacturing- business in Muskoka,
Parry Sound and Rainey River districts, and

bis connections in these recrions form a very im-
portant part in what is undoubtedly the largest

wholesale lumber trade in Wes terii Ontario.
Mr. Thomson bas a branch at Wi'ndsor, witli a

fleet of boats carrying lumber froni the nortli
shoi-e of the Georgian Bay to the former point,

whence it is,ý'di.-ý;ti-il)uted iiiland; and he bas
also aprencies at (;1,-,eýggow and Leith, Scotland,

and at _Býlfa-,;t, Ireland. In public inatters Mr.
Thomson bas alway,,, exercised a strong influ-
ence tli(-)u(yh invarûably refusing to allow himself
to be put for,.ý,ard a,; a promilient figure. For
the past three years lie bas ' been a director of
the Traders Bank. In politics lie ' bas always

beena Reformer and a firin supporter of bis
party. In religion lie is a Presbyterian, and in

Hamilton, where lie iiow resides, lie is a iiiein-
ber of the congregation wc)rshipping in .,NlcNal->

street churcli -(Rev. Dr. Fletcher's), (-)lie of the
most influential and largely attended churches

in the cîty. Mr. Thoin-aoii was married in the
year 1863, and has issue one soli, an upright
and intelli-rrent young gentleman, who is en-

gagred il., business witli bis father. Pers-onally,
Mr. Thoiii.son is a crentlemeait. whose crenerous dis-
position and trenial qualities secure for hini the

respectahd esteent of the whole conimunity.


