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, In 1825, when Edwin was a month or two old, hxs fa,ther came to what is now Tl]sonburg, .
then in the Township of Dereham, and put up a saw mill and forge on Brg Otter Creek moving

his family hither the next year. - Here he manufactured lumber and wrou«rht iron, cult:vated
- » land, helped to burld roads—acting as County Commissioner on roads for years—toiled hard to

open the country, &nd dled in 1863 }ns w1fe died a year later The town took the i name of Til- ~

sonburg about 1883, :- -

Our sanect spent one yea.r in his youth at a school in Huron County, State of Ohlo pa,ymcrlj - v
for his board by domb g chores; worked much of the time on his father’s lands until of age, and "
when twetity-one years old, having raased ‘1536 by teachmrr school three months, with that capl-." o

-~ tal commenced ‘manufacturing lumber for hlmself and is stlll thus enoa.oed For the last -
twenty years he has also had a flouring mill, doing castom work only ; and i is. extenswely en-
| gaged in the. manufacture of oatmeal and split peas, sash, door,  blinds, and bnck havmg one.

of the largest and best brick-yards in the county, if not in the Province.

'He has at least 600 acres of land under- 1mp10vement besides pasture and timbered lands,
 his farm being second to.none in’this vicinity ;-he owns 600 acres in town, mostly in lots, and
"2 000 acres in ad301mnb townshlps and is domo' a la,roe real estate business. -

The greatest undertaking of his life he now has on- his hands, the bu1ld1n<v of a dam oOO B
“feet long across Big Otter Creek, right i 1:n town It is 34 feet hmh will have a,water power of

a,bout 300 horse, and will cost from $12, OO() to $15,000. Tt will ha.ve a Water—hme cement wa.ll

_ 85 feet long, 12 feet thick, and 25 feet, hmh Mzr. Tillson is supervising t this rrreat work himself, - -
. .and is doing it in a very substa.ntxal any 1 workmanlike manner. He does not beheve in shp-

shod workma,nshrp everything | he does i3 made to last. Nearhis houseis a sulphur spring with

‘good medlcma,l qua,htles and he is prepar g to make Tilsonburg a wa.termtr-place

He sold ooods in thxs town for many‘!years going out of the trade five or six. years ago ;
has been Postmaster since 1869 ; - Was Reeve of the Townshlp of Dereham two terms, and was
“the first Mayor of Tllsonburg, servmcr two years

- No ‘man in the County of Oxford is more energetlc or enterpnsmo' than e, or has done‘ |
more to develop the water-power: and ma.nufeetumncr and agncultural interests of thrs section - 3
of the Provmce He has spent more than $40, 000 i 1mprov1no' the town—grading streets, build- -
- 1ng roads; water-works, &e. . He gave $6,000.cash towards mtroducmo- the Holley system of .
water works which are operated entirely by water power he has also given thousands of dol-

lars as a prlvate bonus-to rallroads which run throurrh the town.

~Heis a member of the Methodist, Church of Canada, and as far as we ¢an leam, is lxvmg‘~ .

an exemplary Christian life ; he- holds the offices of steward and trustee.

. July 4, 1850, he married Mary Ann, daughter of Whmno- Van Norman, then of T1lsonburg, ..

_and they have five ch11dren hvmg, and have lost two. Lillie is the wife of Dr. Lachlm C. Sin-

clair, of Trlsonburg, Hattie Adele is the w1fe of Ba,lley Ha.rmson of London Fred ‘the oldest, .




