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ýIn 1825, when Edwin was a month or two old, his-father came to.what is now Tilsonburg,
-then in the Township of Dereham, and put up a s'w mill and, forge on Big Otter Creek, moving

bis* fwnily hither the ne'xt year. '. Here ha manufacturedlumber and wrolicrht'iron'eultivated
f si ds for years-toiled hard to

land, helped.to.,build roads-'acting as.Couhty Commissioner on roa
open,.thecountýe,à,nddiedinl863;hiswifediedaye'a--later. Thefowwtookthe'nîameofTil-ý
sonburg about. 1835.

""Our ,silbject spént one year in bis youth ait a school in Huron ýCouùty, State of>Ohio payin...
for bis board by doingchores; worked-much of the time on bis father's lands until of age, and

when twê!ïÎËy'-oue years old, baving raised $36 byteaching school three months, with that
tal éoînme ced maliufactùrino, lumb r.for himself, and is still, thus èno,aged. . For the last

twentj,ýyears ha bas also bad aflouring mill, doing custoin work only; and is extensively en-
gaged in themanufacture of oatmeal and split peas, sash, door, blinds, and brick, baving one,

cf the largest and best brick-yards in the copnty, if not in the Province.
Re bas at least 600acres of land ýnder - ïm.provem ent, basides -pasture and timbered lands,

bis farra being second. toi, none. in* this"ývie.inî.ty;- he own.â 600'aer.es'in tow*n, mostly -in lots, and
2 01CO acres in adioining townàhips, and is doing a large real estate business.

The greatestundertaking of bis life ha now bas on - bis hands,'thé building of a dam" 500
leet long across Big Ottér Creek'right town a r power of

It is 34 feet high, will hav a,,wate
-about 3,00 horse,. and will cost fro- 8 12,003 to $1.5,000. --it will have a water-lime, cemeût> wall
85 feet long, 12-feetthickand-25 feet hic.rh. MÈTillsonis,.superi7iàincrthi.-izreatworkhimself
and is doinc it in a very substailtial and workmanlike manner. He does not believe in slip-wo ything h -does i' madeshod rkmanship; èver a toi last. Near bis bouse is a sulphur spring with'

ood medicinal qgalities, and lie is.preparýý'gto, make Tilsotiburg a waterincr placeý
He sold goods là this town for manyý . years çroincr ouiof the trade five or six. years ago

bas been Postmaster since 1869 ;. was Ree' e of Township of Dereham two terms, and wàs
fle firit Mayor of Tilsonburg, serving twoyears.

No man in the County of Oxforà'ýLs -in . ore energetic or enterprising than ha' or bas done
more to develop the water-power and mandacturi4g and -agricultural. interestà of this seetion
of'the Province. ' He.bas spent-more than $40,(100 improvin(y the town-grading stÈeets, build-
ngr roads. wàter-works, -c. He gave $6,000. cash towards -introducin 'the Holley system of
water works whieh are operated entirely bý water piower; he has.also given th'ousands of dol-

lars as a'privaté 'bonus- toi railroads which run through the town.
He is a member of the Metho* dist. Church of Canada, and 'as far, asi. w'e éan learn, is living

an exemplary Christian life; he-holds the offices of steward and trustee.
July 4,1856,'he mai-ried Mary Ann, daughter of Whiting Van Norman, then of. Tilsonburg,

and theyhâve fî-,ýe.éhildren living, and have. lost two. Lillie is the.. wife. of Dr. Lachlm" C. Sin-
clair, of Tilsonbgrg;: Hattie Adele.is the wife. of Ba"ile'y Harrison, of London; Fred..,'tbe oldest


