
CLIAPTER XXVI.

1*EVEREND JACOB BAILFY.

R 1EV. JACOB BAILEY was born at Rowley, in 1731. The State

of Maine at that time was the nortbeast corner of the State of

Massachusetts. His parents were Puritans, beionging to the

Congregational denornination. They emigrated to America thirteen

years before the Pilrams of Plymouth Rock. It was an age of incon-

eiîvable ignorance, bigotry and narrowness of mmnd. The refugees of

European nationalities came to America to escape fromn the tryany of

the ruier, andl exactions of the Churcb, to encounter poverty and bard-

sbipa before which the amenities ani decencies of life vanished. Polite-

ness and civiiity became a sin, white old customs and a stupid exactness

ruled in the field, the bomne and the meeting as the rule of life. New

England bas not a fertile soit nor geniai cbîmate,-the poverty of the

soit and the people corresponded. The father of Jacob Bailey was

%)vid Balley. The faniily of brothers and sisters were large-, their

tocans lmited. ln an age where ail were poor, constant toit and rigid

economy only brougbt tbe necessities of life. Education was confined

to the few wbo bad metLns. The privations endured seem increditable,

and that people couid exist under sucb circumstances appear impossible.

Mr. Bailey says that as soo as lie iearned tu rend lie had an uncon-

querable desire to travel in foreîgu countries. The conditions ofbis life

wero sucbi that tbese aspirations couid, not be expressed, and it wus fot

tili after bis tentb year tbat bis Instincts found expression front the ad-

verse influences that surrounded bim. He had but few books, and littie

time for recrention. His leisure bours, few as they were, were spent iu

scribbling. It bappened wben doing tbis one evening lie was called

away and iift bis writing uncared for. A person picked it op and w55 s0

impressed that he showed it tu others. Finally it reacbed the parson of

the parisb. He iras alsol pieased, and cailed upon his fatber and wished

te see bim also. Bailey lad such a respect for the minister tînt lie

rouid neot enter bis presence witbout fear and trembiing. He hid, mnak-

ing no appearance until tbe ministerhad left. His father toid bimthat

the niiinister bsnd offered te take lira into his family for a tweive month,

giving hlm instructions without consideration. This iras tbe generous
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