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CRITICISI NG THE COMMISSARIAT.

0W Othat "the size of thc loaf" is agitatirig the
Toronto putblie, the followingy account of how

one man superintended the commissariat may flot
be arnîss.

There wcre five of thern and they were going
fishing. Jim was detailed ta look after the refresh-
ments for the party and sec that provision was
made for the hunger and thirst whicb migbt affiiet
tbem. Everything was ready, rods and tackle in
bright and shining order and the bost of friends
looking forward to supper on the baniks of the
stream.

"Whcre's your stuif, Jini?" asked the eldest of
the crowd.

..Here," saÎd Jirn briefly, producing supplies
which consisted of an array of seven bottles of
whiskey and a large loaf of bread.

There was a solenin pause and then the first
speaker shook bis head. 'You might have done
better, Jini. We'll neyer be able ta get away witb
aIl that brcad."

MAKING IT COMPLETE.

TH 1E late P. B. OsIer was possessed of a wit
which samnetirnes became caustie. Referring

to, the apipoiniticnt of a certain judgc, he said: "It
is quite in keeping witb what tbey've been doing
late4ç. Thiev puit in A- who bas a wooden leg,

HeB- who has a wooden anm, and now we
haeC- witbl a wýoodevn head."

NEWSLETS,
The- schooner, St. Joseph, was sunk near Am-~

her.stbutrg in collision witb tbe Rockefeller. ýNot
the lrst tirne. so Miss Ida Tarbell would say, that
Roçikefe.ller bias proved a wrecker.

Sir Johni 1Frencbi wilI corne to Canada to work
Ouit tbe details of the plIan of Imperial Befence.
Mr. Allan Studholme o f the city of Hamilton-an-
the-Bay and 'Mr, James Simpsoni of Toronto pro-
test, but the Newvs is prepared to give Irishi French
the~ greatest banquet ever.

Investigations in Montreal before the Royal
Commission "reveal graft, wire-pulling, rake-offs
and other forns of crookedness." This is becons-
ing an old, old story. Why can't the civic authori-
ties of Monitreal show a iittie originality? If we
could bear of a Montrea-l alderman turning evan-
gelist, that wouild be news wortb while, This tume,
Monitreal bas had ta pay two prices for flagstones.
And now the grafters are ta go on the rocks.

It is reported that a cernent merger is to he
forned with twa af our senatars amnong the direc-
tors. Woni't they be the stuick-up things?

Th'le recenit activity in the airship world, says 'an
PEtglish esath haq been responsible for a new
form of iurneat L.loyd's, which- now declares,
it is open for acrial insuranice. Somec of our mcmn-
bers at Ottawa will now miake frantic efforts ta
bave their speeches instured.

SUE READ 1H1M LIKEý A BO00K.

TIHE last chickcen had ganc to roost, ail was stili
in the barni and yard. Tbe evening Jamp was

burning, none toa birighitly, on the centre-table in
the sittinig-roomi of the aid farnihouise.

1Looking nlp f romn bis magazine the farmner said.
vcbemently to bis wife one niight:

"Do you know what I'd have donne if 1 had been
'Naoleon ?"

'Yeg," she answered. "Youi'c have settled down
in Corsica and spent your life grumibling about bad
lu&k and bard timnes. "-Ladies' Holme Journali.

THIE PASSING OF AN OLD FRIEND.

T HE1l mlanager of one of Keith's vaudeville thiea-
tres; bas annauinced that hereafter the manther-

in-law joke will be excluided front bis stage. In
bis dWcrec of banisbmient na accounit was taken of
the age of the culprit nar of its long and faithfuil
service.

"Go," said the manager, stersily, pointing bis
linger taward the stage door, "yoiu bave 'braugbit
sorrow enoughi ta the house."

So the decrepit aid joke passed away and nat
even a poosr scerse-shifter shed a tear. Within
three days the manager was floaded with letters of
thanks from men and women who were livinig on
the best of ternis with their mothers-in-4aw. A

young man wha had no mother-in-law, but wbo
was saving up bis money ta get ane, promptly
bought twa tickets for the show. Whole families
crawded joyfully into the theatre, as though a
quarantine bad been raised.

In view of this -dernonstration, it will not be
long befare the motber-in-law joke will be unable
ta, get wark on any 'stage. It will be compelled ta
eke out a precariaus existence in the camic weeklics
and spend its declining days in barber shops.

Yet sanie historians dlaim that aur ancestars'
ancestars laughed at this jokeý-tbat centuries aga
the fact that one's wife had a mother was tbaught
ta be indescribably funny. Perhaps that is wby
this period of the world's histary is called the Dark
Age.-Success.

KNEW THE BAD PLACES.

A GENTLEMAN in an address ta a graduating
class told the folawing stary af the president

of an, ocean steamsbip campany, wba was taking
a jaurney across the water. When the slip was
in a dangerous channel be became engaged in con-
versation witb the pilot, an elderly man, wbo had
spent most of bis life on the water. The president
of the company rernarked: "I suppose you know
aIl about the dangerous places in this channel ?"
"Nope," replied the pilot. 'You don't.!" exclaîmed
the president. "Then why are yau in charge of
that wbeel ?" "Because I know where the bad
places aîn't."-Piladelphia Public Ledger.

POLITENESS.

L IEUT. SHACKLETON, in a happy and manly
speech wbich be made in reply ta the toast of

bis bealth by Mr. Heinemanin at the dinner given
by that gentleman at the Savoy Hotel, told an in-
teresting story of politeness in the untradden re-
gions af the Antartie.

His party, be said, were always extremely good-
bumouired and polite, and one professor in particu-
lar attairsed a degree of politeness uinusual under
such trying circunistances. "'Are yoiu buisy, Maw-
son?' he called out onie night ta anather mnember
of the party whowas in the tent.

-'I am,'said Mawson.
'Very busy?' said the prafessor.
'Yes. Very busy.'

"'If you are flot too busy, Mawson, I ami down
a crevasse.'

"The professor was faulnd hanging down a cre-
vasse by blis four fingers, a position wbicb he could
not have occs4ýied for any length of timie-"-Lon-
don Daily Chtronicle.

CHIARITY ENDURES.

A NEWARK mani was walking down ta business
one niorning, when bc saw a youing woman

with a baby in ber amis sitting on a church-step
and weeping. The man, whom we shall cail Jones,

was touched by her apparent distress, and as]
her what xvas the cause of it. "I walked i
town," she replied, "to have my baby baptised,
now it wiIl cost me three dollars to have the s
vice performed. I haven't the moncy, and I dc
know what to do«" "Well, that's a small mattE
said joncs; "I haven't three dollars in change, 1
here's a ten-dollar bill. Take it and I will w
here for the change." The womnan returned iii
short tirne, and handed Joncs seven dollars.
patted the child's head and went down-town,
joicing in his own goodness. He feit good ail t!
day, and his counitenance shone with an uinuisi
brightness. lis associates ail noted the chan
and finally one of them asked him the cauise of
"I arn happier than usual to-day," said Jones, -a
the reason of it is that 1 did three good things
my way down-town this morning." He related i
occurrence, and wotind up by saying: "So I p
formed a deed of charity, started a littie child
its way to Paradise, and got seven good dollars 1
a counterfeit ten-dnllar bil."-Argonaut.

IN A BAD PLIGHT.

S OME years ago the excursion steamer r'eturni
fromt Alaska to Seattle dislocated its proper,

in a dreary portion of the inner passage and cai
to a forced stop. For two days the vessel's t
gineers and machinists laboured to, repair the bre,
but witbout success. Two of the boats were mý
ned and dispatched for aid ta, Victoria, three hs,
dred miles away. In the meantirne it was discover
that the sbip's stores were not abundant. Alai
bred in' the minds of pessimistic passengers, a
the conta gion spread. Starvation might assail t
vessel before belp arrived. .'A former Califori
officia] took it an hirnself to reassure his timnid co:
panions, but bis effort was not perfectly adapted
raise drooping spirits. In fact, hîs clasing s<c
tences but added to the gloom. "Let us be bravg
he said. "If the worst cames and that dread nec(
sity which in such misadventures has met othi
must be faced by us, let us remember that it is go
to die that our friends may live. The one or inc
that may be sacrificed will be consol-d by t
thouglit." There was a moment's silence, awfui
its intensity, then a cheerful voice was heard. "Y
should be taken first, Governor Booth. You knt
the bravest are the tender est." And even t
terror-stricken smiled once more.-ArgZoiaut.

THE DARKEY GOT HIS DINNER,

B OZEMAN BULGER, 'the basebail expert,
witb a number of New York players on f

piazza of the hotel at Marlin, Texas, where the Ni
York team does its early training. A large black pi
son in rags, hung about in frohnt of their uptllt
chairs for haîf an hour or mare, waîting for
opening ta praject bis own personality and nee
into the conversation. Mr. Bulger passed the wi:
for everybody to ignore the caloured hrother's c
vious desire to make a plea.

A faýctory whistle hlew.
"M'm'mp-e-e-e-e 1" sigbed the dark one with

explosive effect that commanded the attention
everybody. "Dar she goes! It means dinner tir
for some people-but it doan mean nothin'b
twelve o'clock to me 1

.He got bis dinner money4--Everybody'ç Mlag
2515e.
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