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With this i~ ue of the Searchlight Mr
Bryan severs s connection as manag-
ing cditor. In future this publication
will be carried on by the Searchlight
Pub. Co., to whom all rights of publica-
tion have been disposed of hy Mr
Bryan. The change n management,
though much regretted, 18 unavoidable,
owing- to circumstances arising which
compelled thu albove course tntl fur-
ther announcement i1s made the office
address remains the same

Read carefully the advertisements ap-
rearing in this issue. If you have any
purchases to make. you will be well
advised to consider our  advertisess
first

The *“Jewell * ranges and stuves (see
advt on back cover) anc i great de-
mand by practial houscheepors  Lhey
Lake to d:e Queen's taste with Litile
trouble and very lLttle capanse.

For Christmas toys, et.. the httle
Ghttdren will be debighted o see the
fine display made by Russeils i the
market. In Saturday's News there ap-
pears one of their hig Xmas offers.

Mr. Whidden Graham, of New York,
an old friend of ours, was a visiter to
the Searchlight office last week.

The following resolution was intro-
duced and unanimously agreed to at the
Philadelphia Single Tax Sociely, Thurs-
day, Dec. 10th inst.: .

Resolved, That the Philadelphia Sin-
gle Tax Society accept awith appreci-
ation and thanks the magnificent son-
venir presented by Mr. Geo J. Bryan.

Resolved, That the members of the
Society recognize in Mr. Bryan an earn-
st and able worker in the cause of
{reedom, and express 1he hope that his
future will be as fruitful of guod work
as the years ho has so far dovoted to
our tovement.

Mr. Venn, the North End jeweler,
was indeed fortunate in seccuring a
bankrupt sleck, wlich the public 1s
sure to apprecia e by the splendid Lar-
gains offered to it.

Conspirator, finess not n it

W HAVE RENEWED OUR COVE
NANT WITH THE POWERS o
OPPRESSION.

It is done. The Money Trust, the Oil
Trust, the Sugar Trust, the Coal Trust,
all the trusts and combinations by
which the industrious producers of the
marvelous wealth of this country are
despalled, and by which thelr weale -
production js absorbed fnto the money
vaults, the oll tanks, the grain cle-
vators, into the ever-expanding paunch
of this latterday god of greed, have ob-
tained the consent of the American
people tn go on with thelr nefarious
work.

But Is it right? Is it wis¢? Have the
American people made no mistake in
assuming that fur the sake of tempor-
ary peace or for other and more ur-
worthy temporary cxpedicnts it is hest
to tolerate the very apparent injustice
of existing conditions?

Is there any Intelligent reason to ox-
pect that increase of authority a-
power will soften the conzcience and
reform the conduct of tyranny?

Are the Awmerican peopie really glad
of the c¢xistence of the Armour Beef
Trust, the Standard Oil ¢ ompany, the
money syndicate, that, by its throat, as
it were, grabs their wheat and holds it
out of the people’'s reach while the
reeple hunger. grads and holds from
taem thelr coal while the people shiver
with cold; grabs the Iand and all the
means of production while the peopls
sui¥er or die for lack of a chance t-
work an oppartunity to tull and pro
duce food, fuel and clething for them-
sclyes?

Are the great massces of totling Amners-
can people Teally glad to tofl on §n the
service of “thelr masters,” unders sys-
temntical, Institutional extortion v
which they are forecd to glve up .°
thelr masters all bat barely cnough teo
miscrably Jive? Arc they gind to live
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llves filled with anxlous care and with
only man's charity and God's Mty to
lean on in emergency or old age? ‘This
surely cannot be.

Yet with the harnessed lightning of
modern clvilization the news is flashed
tu me this morning that the American
prople hayve consented to thelr cnslave-
ment by the trusts,

“Miss Columbla” hag attained the le-
gal “'age of cunsent,” but whether her
consent to such debasement as ..o
surrender to the trusts {volves, Is
given for peace sake, is given because
of her innocent confldence that thos:
she thus paricularly endows with prive
flepres will reward all her people with
bounties, or whether it 13 because she
has not the courage to do right; her
wunduct to-day Is as clearly prostitution
as it was in those ecarller days when,
with the words, "All men are create.w
cqual” emblazoning her maiden brow
she continuously for more than elghty
years consented to the enslavement of
mlilions of dark-skinned men, women
and children. Wrong s not right, sim-
ply because the American people give
thuir consent to it.

Tore, fear, misrepresentation, selfish
Atved, expedicncy are any or all of
thara competent ineans of gaintng will-
ing ur unwilling consent. Consent may
he given to crime.

Guvernment defives its Just puwers
fram the cuneent of  the governed''
What a pretty catchy platitude that is,
fsn’t {t” Doesn't unjust government
also depend upon the consent of the
governed? Do not the powers of ty-
ranny depend upon the consent of the
tyranlzed? When the victim can no
longer endure he refuses consent, I
that refusal is impotent. he defends
his God-glven right to life with force:
if force is insuflicient to maintain e
rights, he dies fighting for the right,
-scause he will not consent to live a
slave.

T have too lofty a conception o1
American intelligence and Amerlcan dis-
cerpnent of injustice, too impiicit con-
fidenee in our ability to meet and
peacefulls overthros  at the ballot box
the growaig powers which are opposel
to 1he democeratic principle in govern-
ment, to beleve that the people wio.
continue to give their consent to the
Areat wrongs from which they suffer,
until the powers which they have co2-
ferred upon the trusts shall have grown
<o formidable as to oblige the Ameri-
can people ta fight for the right to ex-
istence and the permanence of republi-
can Institutions.

SINGLE TAX CLUB.

Single ffax Club Yrecently discussed
a nutber of recommeiidations to e submit.
ted to the Deminlor Governmeut. which
are a< follows :—That where reductlons are
made  in the  tarlft  dutics or _ from
a  fallltg  off of the inland  re-
renue | tecelpts,  or from  other causes.
a  deficieney shoutd arlee, it I8 recom-
mended that a tax be levied upon land valuces
apportiviied to the I’rovineex, respectively,
in proportion to populatlon, cxclusive and
trrespective  of  himprovements,  Second—
That the lJaw now In existence granting cx-
emution on land coutrolled by the C. I
Rallway and other corporations be annnl-
Ie, and that power be siven the Provinclal
nuthoritles to assese such land for revenue
purposes.  ThirG—That  the practlce of
srauting Jand to jndividuals and corpora-
tions shonld cease , that hereafter ab clalmy
agaluat the Govermuent should be settled
with caslh or Government sccurlties @ that
fn lleu of decdding lands In perpetuity to
lndividual scttlers tho svstein of exacting
a yearl) reatal for its use be adopted, the
poner to dispoze of such lands to be veated
in the Provincial Governments. Fourth--
That the subsidizing of rallways or other
vndertakings that can well be carrled out
withont Government ald shauld alse cease.
Fifth-That the profected Crow's Neat ass
Rallroad be constructed aud controlled by
the Government, and, If nced be, the road-
bed may bLe leased for n terin of yoears on a
wereentage of recclpts or a yearly rental
{nash : that the Dowinion Government sug-
coxt to tho Rritlsh Columbla Goverument
the wirdom of raising a porton of the cost
of xabl sailway by levying on tho taluc of
all land lLenetifed by tho construction of
the ratinway, the Domlolon Government to
Le relmbursed from the fund collected.
Kikth Tuat hereafter all privileges obtain.
ed by tlividuals and corporations tbroush
tezislation of the Gavernment be pald for
by the cvaction of a pereentage on rocelpts
or a seasdy rental for the privilege, accord-
fnr to 112 value,

COAT: LAND DEAL.

1 read the other day of a syndicate buyr-
i up 40900 acres of coal lands at §$10 an
acre, whichi It proposcs to develop. The

et e St ot € > e e -

—_— e ——— .

ftem veferrlng to tho deal did not state
whether tho gentlemen cemposing the syn.
dlcate Intended to comblne with the othor
conl mine lords, to keep up prices, or whe-
ther they Intended glving the people the
full beneflt of competition. I supposo thiat
to cxpeet aony beneficent act from mono.
polists of this order would be treason. When
will people take a 'tumble to themsclves™
and condemn tho perniclous practices of
land monopolists who nre permitted to
grab up the sources of fuel and neccess!-
ties o Nifo 7

Hon. Edward Withy, of Auckland, ex-
member of the New Zealand Parllament,
writes a letter from which tho followlug 1s
an extract ¢

1. There Is no tax on personal property
by the colonlal governinent.

2 There §8 vo tax on personnl property
by the municipalities.

4. There 18 no tax on Improvements by
the colontal governwent, cscept In so far
o all mortgages pay the penuy in the pound,
oven when the amount of thelr loany eox-
ceeds the value of tho land and overlaps
that of the improvements. ‘This reserva-
toen Js bmportant, because, although In a
sense an indirect charge, it distinetly vio-
lites our principle of freetng atl Industry
from taxation.

4. There are taxes on lmprovements by
the munteipalitics and rural autboritics.

0. The Premler has publicly stated, since
the general election, that the Government
will ask parliament to glve local bodles
power to cxempt liwprovements from local
rates, Thig would amount to local optlon. t
think that there Is a pretty general prefer-
ence for its adoption.

A civilization that drives the two poles
of soclcl[sl' farther and farther apart, that
widens the gap aud intensifies the jealousy
between one clags and  another, that
helghtens the contrast, in city or country,
between the comfort of the rich and the
hardships of the poor, which overtasks
and underpays wageworkers In order to
add superfinous afflucnce and Irresponsible
rm\'or to the estates of a few, which
1elp o hundredth part of the population to
own halt of the property, which exposes
lunumerable women to mnoral ruin for a
Hving, which drives pale and emaclated
and rickety children dally frowm pestilentinl
tenaments to factogjes and mines, which
countenances a8 i conspicuous parish lead-
¢r in the cominercial capltal of its best
comunity, an owner of real estate who
has pocketed four millfong of dollars by the
rental of four nests of migery and dens of
vice flve gtoreys high, which lets fifteen
thousand chlldren dle within the scar after
they are born In these cellars and garrers
without uttering a sound of indignation or
alarm, which robs the citizen voter of his
ndependence and manllness at the polls,
enslaving hlan by fear or want to a land-
Jord or emrdoyer, which Increases the rate
of sulclde and fnsanity every ye~r, which
steadily multiplies the Influence of money
firespective of character, which sells oftices
of trust in the State to the hilghest bid-
der. which puts the Joftlest trusts In the
governmoent of great clties into the hands
of saloonkcepers—this 13 not a clvilization
under the command of the religion of
Chrlst.  The Gospel Is not to compromise
with it. 'The church g not to lean upon
ft. flatter It. cat and Arink at fts dlaner
tables or accept Its bribes.—Rt. Rev. F. D.
Huntington, New York.

. =5 S &
A\ former member of tae bip trust,
at‘ present attachod to thc; cbnixr;\ gang.
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This week the Toronto Single Tax Club
Inaugarate a ew departure. A club roomn
has been opened at 30 King street west,
room O, whieh will be used as the slngle
taxers' headquarters, where fricods may
mecet any e durlng the day and to make
use of the libmry. The room Is con-
\-cnlcnuf sltaated, and will be open to
anyone Inquiring for books and literature.
A sinall monthly fee entitles anyone to
membership and privileges. The clud meets
cvery Tuecsday night for the discussion
and transactlon of ‘pubuo affalre, at which
Lo chicerfully complied trith.

k:

o T PO VTR | | YRS IR TURYY P

[.



