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of a past age, -'.)e continue to le read and :;tudied.
To the student of English they arc at once a model of erudïtion and
of governaient. With intense predictive po-wer, they point out the
consequcr.ces of the evils they aim to crushi; and, wvith veliement
eloquence they preach the gospel of true statesmanship.

Tl'trougliout his wi*tings w'c may find a strain of excessive
combati'eness. But we must r nember that a most intense love
lor humanity wvas tic mainspring of his every action; that fils
keenly sensible nature w~as wroughit up to an extraordinary pitch
by iniquitv in any form; and, that the forces against which bis policy
obliged hlmi to contend were thle enîbodiment of iniquity. To fight
iniquity is to be ever subject to obloquy, and this subjection is in
proportion to the m-agnitude of the fighit. Ho bitter, then, must
that have been oi which Burke wvas Uic subject!

\Ve should also recall that "suchi was the distemper of the
public mind that tliere wvns no madmian in bis niaddest ideas and
mnaddest projects, w'ho miglit not count upon numbers to support
his principles and execute bis designsq" The distemper rcquired a
proportionate remedv. This fact, x'ithi the keen sensibility of bis
nature, and the obloquy w'lich ever pursued hinm, sufficientIy accounts
for Blurke' s seeming exorbitancy.

The temiperament of the British people nîiglit not have tolerated
the excesses, prompted 1w "a drunyken delirium drawn out of the
alembic of iel,)" whichi cllaracteri?.ed the French Revolution. But
this delirium, in any degree, was a menace to national w'elfare.. As
ive have already said, England was imibibing, far beyond the bounds
of temperance, of this same intoxicatiiîg spirit. Burke's was the
effective force which restrainezd this ir tempera nce-the sagacious,
penetrating and prophetic voice, -;hiclh guided the British people
through <'the fog of that amful day." Did bis titles to veneration
rest upon no other basis, this accomîplishment alone i5 sufficient to
retain for Ibim, through aIl tinie, the affection of the people of
Britain.

C. J. JONES) P'07.
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