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tb Poit Tupper, will be abandoned for an-
Other site, where increased yard room &
Other accommodation can be secured. The
Present systemn of transferring passengers by
,Steamer, _& freight cars on a barge towed by
at tug, is very unsatisfactory, & a change to
a steam car ferry is nîost desirable.

The water service on the Cape Breton
hunes il, being improved to accommodate the
increased traffic.

Rest-houses for train men, provided with
dining..rooin & sleeping quarters, are to be
buiît this year at Hadlow, Riviere du Loup,
St. Flavie, Campbehîton, Newcastlc, Moncton,
Truro, Halifax & St. John, work having ai-
ready commenced on some of theni.

Tenders have been asked for improving &
extending the station at Levis, Que.

Iflterp)ro-.incial Bridge, Ottawa & Hi.-
On1 April 4, we were informed as folows :
C&The centre portion of the spans betwveen
Piers 4 & 5, & between 5 & 6, are in place, &
the cantilever amni between pierS 2 & 3 is
being erected, but owing to the oxpected
break up of the ice, very littie more will be
dO0nc before it goes out. The approach on
the Ontario side is being pushed, & in a very
short time the north approach on the Quebec
Side wyul be conîmenced & rushed to compie-

Wlîen the Ontario Legislature granted $5o,-
000 towau.ds the erection of this bridge it w~as
Ol condition tîtat the Province of Quebec
shOuld also grant $So,ooo. TIhis condition was
remnoved at tUe recent session, provided other
conditions are fulfllled & that $8oo,oa or more
be expended on tUe ork.

. neres& Rieluîîiid.-WUen track lay-
Itlg Was suspended at the beginning of win-
ter, steel had been laid from Port Hastings
for 30 miles. During the winter about Soo
"rien have been at work grading. Thîis force
Wvili be doubied by May i, & it is intended
to OMMnc track-laying in June. (Mar.,
Pg. 73.)

. Murphy, Nova Scotia Government En-
gîneer, reports on tiîis lino as follows :-"The
Prospects arising fromn the success attending
the deveîopment of the collieries, their mnci-
ciertal exasin& ceti agencies on the

lent influence & enicouragement to similar
oreniatinsto open up & develop tUe no

les, Productive coai-flelds of thie north-west
coalt. At Port Hood, Mabou, Broad Cove &
Cý'hitTney Corner, & likely further north &
.South, folowing tUe north shore of Inverness

CUnty , cal seams known ta be of great
cOtwmnercial value crop to the surface. So
10119 as the collieries of the adjoining Cal-e
breton County were operated by different

c0ampanies that supplied aIl tUe output then in

th0 lecoal, or the cost of mining il, or ils cOin-

0ercial value when mnined, but simply beca use
oit being more distant from the point of

sh'int 1 than its more southern prototype.
oialthough the remarkable success attend-

in gt he Dominion Coal Co. 's organization &
thOw. gave inspiration & encouragement to
te investment of capital in kindred enter-

Prises, th.e long-fei t "ant of railway facilities
!or transport still acted as a barrier to the
ifltroot of similar enterprise in the in-
est Tent of capital, & the opening up & de-

fl Pmnt of the Broad Cove, & adjacent coal
.. But apart from tUe developmient of

iTtnerlproducîs, other & no less important
COnsideration favored the construction of tîte
111ns Rcmn y IvresiChie' &RihodRy neresi

,OU 1t5 an agricultîtral county ; every member
r*igts conîmunity is practically interested, &

'ety regarded the construction of the rail-
%ýfyas an essential adjunct of material pro-

Kech Thrifty farming settlements succeed
ýýeb other in continuity without an interven-
Chletireak or ridge from Port Hawkesbury to

Cheiamp, a distance of about 8o miles, with

spurs of rich intervale dispersed at Judique,
Mabon, Strathîlorne & Margaree. About
midway is the couîîty town, Port Hood, at

present of littie commercial importance, as
the produce of tUe county flîîds more conven-
ient market at the extreme ends or over the
hilîs ta the adjacent county. The railway has
been rccognized in ail civilized communities
as an essential element of progress. lu a
country like our own, so exclusively depend-
ent upon the inmportations of niany articles re-
quired in manufacturing industries, in works
of construction, & in the sustentation of life
itself, the functions to be perfornîed by the
railway are of the most important character.
Apart from aIl else, the influence it will create
by enhancement in value of local production,
ready intercourse & concentration of trade in
the couinty towvns & throughiout the county it-
self, is sufficient incentive to immediate
action, more especially 50 when supplemented
by the prospect of a continuous trafflc of coal.
Several ineffectual attemipts hiad been made,
extensive surveys had been conducted, & con-
tracts agreed upon prounisiuîg iberal subsidies
for inimediate construction, but, up to 18qq,
not a mile of the railway had been built.
Meantimie, stimulatcd by the boom proceed-
ing in the Cape Breton county collieries, the
Inverness coal proportioN assumed a new
phase ;the prospector, the proinoter, & the
speculator made tiîeir appearance in rapid
succession, property changed hands, but the
prospects of raihway construction seemed as
remote as ever. However, events since
then have moved with greater rapidity. TUe
door was now open ; niore reassu ring pros-
pects entered througli it, & greater conces-
sions were offered. TUe enterprising flrmn of
Mackenzie, Mati & Co. wvas early in the fleld ;
tUe Inverness Coal & Ry. Co. was reorganiz-
ed ; a new contract grantiiîg more than the
usual subsidy, & providing not onhy for the
construction of the railway, but for the de-
velopment of the Broad Cove colliery as well,
was entered ilîto, infusing new life into the
project under more favorable conditions.

" The contract provides for tUe construc-
tion & equipment of 6o miles of railway from
a junction with the Intercolonial Ry. at Port
Hawkesbury to Broad Cove, & to put into op-
eration on or before June 15, igoî, open &
bona fide work, a coal nmine or coal mines at
Broad Cove, & equip the same with approved
plant & machinery sufficient for the produc-
tion Of 250,000 tons of coal per annum, time
ta be material & the essence of the contract,
& ini default of such commencement or vigor-
ous prosecution, or of such completion as
aforesaid, the Co. to forfeit aIl right or dlaim
or demand ta any & every part of the subsidy
to be paid. The contract was executed May
23, 1899 ; location surveys were made, sub-
nitted & approved, & actual construction
commenccd in June following. The progress,
50 far, has been very satisfactory. Within
the ast 6 months, June to Dec., an average
of î,ooo mon have beeîî daily employed. Con-
struction plant of tUe most approved form has
been importod and set ta work, and about 30
miles aof tUe excavation, bridge substructure
& culverts within that distance have been
completed. The rails have been laid froni
Port Hastings ta Port Hood, & somte ballast-
ing introduced to enable tUe working trains
to run over tUe road-bed with safety. Owing
ta the great demand for bridge superstructure
of steel, & the rush with which tUe orks were
being Uurried, contracts for speedy delivery
could nat ho effected, temporary tresties had
ta be constructed instead ta carry the per-
manent way. TUe provisions, Uowever, made
ta receive tUe metai by tUe construction of
concrete abutments & pier substructure are
alono suficient to assure tUe Ca. 's intention
ta erect steel bridges over thein as soon as
they can be suîpplied. TUe whistle of tUe lo-
comotive alroady onlivens tUe procincts alang
tUe Strait of Canso & beyond Part Hastings

to Port Hood. At the saine rate of progress
it is flot too miuch to expect the Inverness &
Richimonîd Ry. to be completed this year. The
grouind is better prepared ; the material is
more ready to hand; the Government initiated
the recent vigorous movement, & have a large
ultimate pecuiniary interest in ats success.

"lThe strong, energetic & forcible manner
in which the construction of tlîis le, between
Port Hastings & Port Hood, has been puslîed
forward during the sunînier & fali nîonths of
1899, would warrant the assunîption that the

6o miles fromn Port Hawkesbury to Broad
Cove Mines would be conipleted in the ensu-
ing sumnier & fall seasons of 1900o. Inl my pre-
ceding remarks I liave already referred to the
expeditious & satisfactory way the construc-
tion has been proceeded with so far. Mr.
Earle, the Co. s Chief Engineer, lias been re-
vising & completing the final locationi of the
Uine between Port Hood & Broad Cove; the
resuit of which will be submitted for the ail-
proval of tlîe Governor-in-Council in due
course. An amended plan of location, show-
ing sonie sliglît changes of alignmient between
Port Hastings & thie junction with tlîe I.C.R.
near Port HawkesburY, lias been already
submitted, but is awaiting consideratioti until
the usual book of reference giving the re-
spective quantities of land to be expropriated
is also furnislied, as provided by statute.
Work in rock cuttings, in clearing of wooded
lands, & such otlier works as can be conveni-
ently proceeded witlî in winter, is being car-
ried on & general provisions are being nmade
by A. Sinclair, C.E., Genieral Agent for Mac-
kenzie, Matin & Co., to ensure anl early start.

IFollowing is a table of alîgnment froin
Port Hastings to end Of 3othi mile

Tangents no. Curves no. Degrees of Curves. Miles.

77 .... 9. SO'

.... 6 itO 2o. ý8

.. .. 14 3 ' 4"2.,38

.. .. 14 4 5 1.55
8 5 6ý 0.93

.... 20 6' 6.30, 3.12
.... 5 7' "0.69

.. .. I 9 0.17

30.00

GRADIENT-, PROM PORT H1ASTINGS TO ENDO0F 30TH MILE..

Denomination of Grade. r-0' 1,.. .iles.

Under i0 t. per mile ............... ...... o.8i 0.81
Froni 10 tO 20 t. per mile ........... 0.34 2.15 2.49

20 30 . ..... 2.64 0.8,3 3.47
30 40..... .1 2.08 1.00 3.08
40" 50 "......0.74 1381 2.12

50 55 ' ... . .... 2.2.5 4.24 6.49
55 (0 ... ... o.68 . .... o.68

6o 7.....................1.69 ..... 1.99

70 8o ........... 095 ..... 0. 25
Level miles........................ ...... ...... 8.62

I30.00
Kettie River Valley Ry.-The bill to incor-

porate a company under this naine to build a
line in the Boundary district of B.C., was
ihrown out by the Railway Commiittee oU the
House oU Coînmons April 6. (Nov., '99, pg.
333-)

Kingston & Penbroke.-In reference to the
application of this Co. to the Dominion Parlia-
ment for power to extend its line from Ren-
frewv, Ont., across the Ottawa River to Bry-
son, Que., & also northward to the eastern
branch of the Ottawva River, we are informed
that it is not expected any construction will be
undertaken this year. (Feb., pg. 42.)

Kitittiat Ari to Hîzelton, &c.-.In our Jan.
issue, pg. 16, particulars were given of an ap-
plication to the Dominion Parliament ta incor-
porate a company to build & operate a rail-
way from Kitimat Arm to Hazelton, etc. Bod-
well & Duif, solicitors, Victoria, now give no-
tice of application to the B. C. Legisiature to
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