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, LAND SURVEYING—LAW.SUITS.

. There is sp much litigation congerning division lnes of property
thas.it wonld be for theadvantage of all proprietorsto hiave a slight
B kdowledge of the art of aurveying land, for wa frequently see onses
¥ brought into the courts which would have been settled without
8 topble by the partics had they had sufficient knowledge of survey-
B i to haye understood the subject in dispute.

B . All lots of land have at least three sides, and in laying out new
g lnd lots are gencrally planned with four sides, and square corners,
B like those of n sheet of paper, or pane of glass, whenever it can con.
E yeniently be dong.  These corners are called angles in Surveyors
% 204 Navigators Janguage, and square corners arc called righit angles
N ‘ﬁ'qw if we lay two ten feet poles on the floor, paraliel to each other,
sud three fect apart, and then with a single nail at each corner, fas.
ten two yard sticks across from the two cnds of one pole to those of
f tioother, and then make the corners squate by acarpenters square,
& {t¥ill bo a right-angled frame covering thirty fect of the floor, but
it is then racked so much that the corners are not square, it will
be an oblique-angled frame, and will cover lesa than thirty feet, and
{b2. more out of square, or oblique these angles are made, the
 smaller number of feet the frame will coyer.  1tiatherefore neces.
&ty for the Surveyor to learn to measure the quantity of Angles,
“taienable him' to.calculate the quaptity. of land which the lines en-
g closes  For this purpose a circle is divided into 360 cqual parts
ealled degrees, and lines are then supposed to be drawn from s point
R id{he centre of the circlo to cach of these divisions; and'the space
f between two of these lines is called an angle of one degree; the
B centre of the cirole being the corner, or angulsr point, Upon the
‘Burveyors compass two opposite points of the circle aro marked N
¥ a0d:S, (North and South).  From N, the degrees are numbered 1,
B 2:3,.&c. up to 90, to the right, to the letter E. (East); they are
slso numbered in the same manner from N. to the left to 90 to the
B letter W, (West). From S. also the degrees are numbered right
B and leftup ta 90,20 W. and B, The sights of the Compass ara in
| the direction of the line: from N. to-S. and in:poting:the quantity
B-of angles this-line is always supposed taibe one of the two which
| formsthe angle at:the centre of the.compass. Thus a line which
f tunsfiye degrees to the right, or East, of North, is marked. North
fve degrees East, and.a line which, runs.one degree to the North
§ of East is mavked, North 89 degrees East, apd not East.one de-
 gree North, . :

b r The-word ¢ degree ¥ is often uscd for a maasure of length, for-all

circles, large or small, being divided into 360 degrees, a degree is
often used to expressthe 36Mh pact of the circumfercnce of the ea‘tlh

teasured on o circle of Latitude, that is to eag, & Jico ruaning

North a8d South aud passing through the poles of tho casth.  The

Tength of o degreo on thls lino is nearly G} Enghsh milex A

degroe of T.ngitac ircasured un o ciccle of Longitude, (of b

rurning Fastand West)at ihe Bquator, is neaily \ho same length o

but the circlor of tongitulde atc paraliel to cach vtuer, and conses

quently grow Yets ag the latitude Tncreases. It has frequently ace

curred that in advertiscments of Jots of land in out newspapers the
meaning of the word  degreo® hns been strangely changed by it

proper punctuation, Thus a lot beginning on a toad and running
Southswest 13 miles, then Northwost § mile, and ther Wortheast 14
miles to tho road ; would be-expressed thus in the-Stisvayork lan-
guage, * ruoning South 45 degrees West 100 siaing s then North
45 degrees West 20 chains ; then North 45 degress Bast 100chains,
&c*  Tn this description the number of dégroes gives the quantity

of the angles, but has no connection with the 1éngth of the lines)
but when, as was the custom somic yéars ago;  point is placed aftee
the word ¢ degre.s " it nlters its fiearfing o the measure of langth,
thus, “running South 45 degrees; [about 3000 miles] West 100
chains; then North 45 degreesy Weést 20 chains; &c.' Thisap.
pears ridiculous to those to whom the surtcyors langusage is familiar,
but 8 much more serious cvil has sprung from the same source,
We have scen so many crrors of much greater importanco than fales
punctuation, in those documents which record tho titles to lended
praperty. that we oro corvinced that no person ought tobe employed
as o Lawyer's Clerk who has wot acquired so much knowledgo of
surveying as to enablo him to understand the descriptions given by
Surveyors. We see that in many newspapers and pamplets whera
a short sentence is cited in a foreign language, there will bardly be
a line without some gross errar, the copyist not understanding what
be is writing, cannot bo guided by the sense as he would be in
writing hie own language. Tf the person who is drawing decds
understands what ho is writing he will not be more liable to make
mistakes in the deseription of lines of laad than in any other part

of his work. o
The courses of lines noted by Surveyors are those indicated by

the Compass, the needle of which does not point exactly North and
South on the greater part of the Earth; nor daes it any place keep
the same direction for a long time. At Halifax the North end of
the Needle now poiuts about 18 degtees to the. West of North, and
since the firstscttlement of Halifax the North end of the Needlo
has moved Westward at about the rate of one degree in 16 years;
At Windsor it is nearly. the same; ditches on the Darshes mada
upon lines run.in the year 1763 will be found to.rup sbeut 5 do-
grees to.the right.of the recorded course.  In the Eastern part of
the Prosince the variation, and rate of increasc, are greater,; inthe
Wesgtern part conisidesably less.  This variation of the Compasshag
been one spurce of litigation, A great part of the land.inthe Pro-
vinee was laid out by persons more than comnonly igaorant of their
business. At the close of the American Revolutipn in the year
1783 a.great body of new inhabjtants came at once into the Pro.
vince, and Jands were assigned to them in almest every part of it ;
to.lay out these Jauds it became necessary for the Surveyor Gengsay
to eppoint immediately a great number of deputies, why were mostly
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