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Report, 1857—continued.

RED RIVER SETTLEMENT— continued.
4. Character of the Soil and Cultivation—continued.

2119 Nature of the soil ; about a mile from the banks the alluvial soil almost ceases,
and cultivation is impracticable, Sir J. Simpson 722. 818-827 Reference to the waste
of manure at the settlement, 6. 849, 850 The crops are usually taken in August,
before the winter sets in, ib. g60-g62 The land irom about a mile beyond the banks of
the river has been experimented upon, and has proved not good, #. 1794-1796 ——The soil
is alluvial, Corbett 2723 ——The Red River district is at least 1,000 feet above the level
of the sea, which alutude is a great element against cultivation, Sir J. Richardson
3081.

Excellent crops grown at Red River, Crofton 3201-3204 ; Right Rev. Dr. Anderson
4257- 4260 The soil is peculiarly fit for agriculture, and might maintain a very
large colony, Crofton 3205-3210 Swampy character of the country about Red River,
Caldwell 5562, 5563 Capability of cultivation sufficient to support a considerable
population, #b. 5566——Barren and marshy character of the soil except on the banks of
the river, Right Hon. E. Ellice 5847. 6037.

5. Climate :

At Red River the winter lasts for five and a half months, Sir G. Simpson 744——
Provable amelioration of the climate in consequence of the cultivation, Isbister 2577 ——
Remarks relative to the climate of the Red River colony ; it is about the same as that of
Upper Canada, Crofton 3190-3204 ——Unfavourable character of the climate, Right
Hon. E. Ellice 5847.

Statistics, prepared by Mr. D. Gunn, of the progress of the seasons and state of the
weather at Red River colony, from 1 June 1855 to 31 May 1858, App. p. 384, 385.

6. Population ; how composed :

How the population forming tiie Red River Settlement is composed, Lefroy 191 ——
In 1843 or 1844 the population of the settlement was about 5,000, #b. 282. 353~355——
The population at Red River is now about 8,000, including Indians, Sir G. Simpson
832-836 Reference to a paper containing an account of the Red River population ;
the total of whites and Indians is 8,000, 7b. 1461-1470——General character of the Red
River Indians and settlers ; about two-thirds are hunters, Sir J. Richardson 2962. 2973~
2975. 2984, 2985.

Statistical account of the population respectively in 1840 and 1856, App. p. 363.

7. Trade with the United States :

Increase in the general trade of Red River with the United States, Sir G. Simpson
1695-1697 Circumstance of 500 waggons of goods having gone from the Red River
Settlement to St. Paul’s or St. Anthony’s last season, returning with goods of American
or Briti-h manufacture, Kernaghan 2134. 2156, 2157. 2170——Complaint in regard to
the duties in America on the British goods taken back to Red River; such duties would
have been avoided by a direct route to the settlement through Canada, ib. 2135 et seq.
——Circumstance of its having been rumoured that the Company were anxious to stop
the Red River traders from taking their goods to St. Paul’s, ib. 2235, 2236 Fiscal
obstacles to the extension of trade between the Red River and the United States, Isbister

2599-2606.

8. Discontent among the Settlers ; Petitions by them :

Belief that but for trade agitators the colonists at Red River would be perfectly satis-
fied with the government of the company, Sir G. Simpson 1319, 1320.

Reference to a petition from the Red River settlers to the Colonial Office, presented by
witness some years ago ; belief as to the accuracy of the statements urged at the time
in support of the petition, Isbister 2459-2467 Dissatisfaction of the settlers with the
government of the Company ; petition by the settlers to the American Government adverted
to hereon, 6. 2552-2559.

Statement relative to a report by witness, on his return to England in 1848, upon
certain complaints made by settlers at Red River; data on which he answered nine or
ten questions with reference to Mr. Isbister’s memorial, Crofton 3412-3430.

Explanation relative to a petition from Red River, signed by about 600 persons, and
recently presented to the Canadian Parliament, complaining of the rule and monopoly of
the Hudson’s Bay Company, Roche 4548-4558. 4561 Statement by the petitioners
that they have represented their grievances to the Imperial Government without effect,
ib. 4556, 4557- 4562-4564.

Witness left the Hudson’s Bay Territory in 1840 ; had been at Red River for five years,
carrying on business as a general trader, in conjunction with his uncle, M*Laughlin 4710-
4726——Was never in the service of the Hudson’s Bay Company, but has transacted

business for them, . 4712. 4717, 4718. 4913-4919 Reference to a letter written by
witness




