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THE PREMIER'S STATEMENT.

In no uncertain terms the Premier
©f Canada, speaking from his place in
the House of Commons, yesterday af-
“ternoon, told the world that Canada,
@t the earliest possible moment, will
Provide three ships for the defence of
the Empire and will also co-operate
 with the British Admiralty in any
\agreement it may be possible to formu-
dlate for the reduction of armaments.

t less important in its effect upon
‘the future of responsible government
4n the Dominion was his declaration
_!Imt the Government is prepared to con-
sider the question of reforming the
Benate to bring it into harmony with
the popular will of the people. Unti!
this {8 accomplished the partizans in
the Red Chamber will not be given an-
other opportunity to humillate the
Canadian people in the eyves of the
world.

The declaration of the Premier is
clear and consistent, As long as the
need exists for Canada to bear her
share of the Empire's burdens the
Premier is determined that no politi-
cal considerations shall stand in the
way of liquidating the obligation, and
in the manner suggested by the British
Admiralty. At the same time, if the
Sea Lords of Britain are able to stay
the armament race of other powers,
competitors with Britain for the su-
premacy of the seas, Canada will glad-
ly co-operate in whatever plan is pro-
posed. In either case, it is the deter-
mination of the Conservative Govern-
ment, expressed through the Prime
Minister, that Canada shall at all times
be found side by side with the mother-
land ready to carry out the wishes of
the British Government.

‘That this is the true patrotic stand
will at once appear to every Canadian.
The burdens of Empire have long
been borne on Britain’s shoulders.
Canada is now well able to assist and
the Government will see to it that this
assistance sball be given. In the face
©f a declaratlon such as this the sep-
aratist poliey of Sir Wilfrid Laurier
and his handful of opportunists shriv-
els into Insignificance.

Rt. Hon, R. L. Borden has decided
that the Canadian Government shall
fulfill the will of the people and will-
dngly discharge Canada's obligation to
the Empire. Measured in the light of
such a broad patriotic statesmanlike
policy how mean and petty appears
Sir Wilfrid Laurier's talk of emergen-
cles created by armament trusts and
tribute money to Britain. The Can-
adian Premier and the Leader of the
Liberal Opposition stood revealed yes-
terday in their true colors, the Prem-
fer as a patriotic constructive Imper-
fal statesmanm, treating big questions
from a big man’s standpoint, Sir Wil-
frid Laurier, as ever, the opportunist
and trifler, considering nothing but the
party viewpeint, leaving the broad
road of statesmanship for the twisted
by-path of partizan politics and small
bore criticism.

WHY THE INACTION?

Do the civic authorities and the
members of the St. John Board of
Trade, particularly the president, Mr.
John M. Robinson, and the secretary,’
Mr. H. T. Hoag, realize the danger
in permitting to remain uncontradicted
the slanderous statements on the Bay
of Fundy, now finding circulation in
many newspapers in Canada? The
‘Standard prefers to believe that these
gentlemen would not willingly allow
an injury to be done to the Port of
St. John, but it must be confessed
that their inaction at the present time
is puzszling,

On Saturday an evening paper pub-
-lished a report that the Board of
Trade would take steps to contradict
the statements of Captain Clift. Yes.
‘terday a Standard representativein-
terviewed President Robinson and
BSecretary Hoag and was met with the
‘information from the president that
the board did not intend to do any-
thing, as to act would only be to stir
‘up mewspaper controversy. Secretary
Hoag was but pl
that he did not know what the board
Antended to do as the president would
notify him if action were to be taken.
, In the i our fes are

Cobequid ran ashore.” This stat t
is false on the face of it for the Cobe-
quid was not in the Bay of Fundy,—a
fact that can be proven by reference
to a map or chart.

The Halifax Echo quotes the state-
ments of Captain Clift and of Mr. Wal-
lace and gives them editorial approv-
al in the course of an article headed
“The Approach to St. John.” It is not
advisable that the rivalry between St.
John and Halifax, which hitherto has
been friendly, should become bitter,
but a fair question is: “Would the
Halifax Echo have given prominence
to the attacks upon this port and the
Bay route if it did not hope that such
a course might tend to discredit St.
John and hamper us in our campaign
for the winter trans-Atlantie busi-
ness?”

The answer is obvious. St. John is
being attacked by interested enemies
who hope to profit through the loss
of business from this port. In the light
of this fact what is the excuse for
the silence of the Board of Trade?
Fear of arousing newspaper contro-
versy? Nonsense, No such fear deter-
red them when the Empress steamers
were transferred to Halifax and the
controversy that followed was bitter.
This present situation appears to con-
tain the germ of a greater menace,
and yet the responsible officers of the
Board of Trade tell us they will not
act for fear of arousing newspaper
controversy.

It is up to the citizens. Are the busi-
ness men who,—although they do not
hold office in the Board of Trade,—have
contributed to make the work of the
board a possibility, content to permit
a campaign of slander and misrepre-
sentation to be carried on uncontra-
dicted? Where is the spirit of St. John,
that spirit that seems to inspire fear
in Halifax? It is time for St. John
to fight and fight in earnest. Whether
or not the Board of Trade desires to
stir up newspaper controversy, some-
thing should be done and speedily.
President Robinson and his fellow
members should be definitely heard
from. Silence and inaction will give
certainty to what has for some time
existed as a suspicion, that the St.
John Board of Trade as an active
organization is losing its grip. Board
of Trade officials themselves have the
power to prove the suspicion incor
rect.

INCONSISTENT AS EVER.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier's utterances in
the House of Commons yesterday in-
dicate that the Liberal leader is rather

played last session in tying the hands
of the Government so that effective ald
to the Empire has so far been impos-

acknowledged
measure of relief to
sumers in the citles who, he will
tell us, are hard put to it to buy
bread at present prices.

eloquence for

readiness of tongue,

the good roads bill. Sir Wilfrid him-

possible for farmers to

an affection as ardent as it is recent.

eral
cost of living.

duties on foodstuffs coming into Can-

“‘busy. Captain Clift's attack upon the
‘Bay of Fundy has been supplemented
by F. W. Wallace, editor of the Cana-
dian Fisherman, who, in. an interview
+in the Montreal Star of January 14th,
says: “You can take it from me, and
have been in most parts of the globe,
there is no worse place than the

the

to' %D i
a measure which,

might have come through

duce to market.

proud of the part he and his partizans

sible. Also, he has no apology to make
for robbing the farmers of this coun-
try of the benefits they would have
received from improved roads, made
possible by the aid the Government
would have given had it not been that
the senatorial henchmen of Sir Wil
frid strangled the bill. Yet, before the
session {8 much older we may expect
to see the same Sir Wilfrid on his feet
pleading with all his well known and

®

the con-

It Sir Wilfrid were really sincere,
if his honesty of purpose matched his
he would not
have dared to defend, yesterday, the
action of his Senate puppets in killing

self must know that if the roads of
the country are improved to make it
get their
goods to market more e#sily, and with
less expense, that in itself will do
something toward lightening the bur
den of the consumers in the cities, for
whom the free food advocate displays

The people of Canada will not be de-
ceived. Since the last session the Lib-
leader has placed himself on
record as favoring action to reduce the
The plan he had in
mind was to reduce, or abolish, the

ada and thereby improve the lot of
in Canada to the extent
of thirty cents per head per year. Yet
when an opportunity was afforded last
elf in favor of
it passed, would
have done much to reduce the cost of | from
many articles of food, he refused to
assist. On the contrary he, yester
day, approved the action of the Sen-
ate which deprived the consumers in
Canada of any measure of relief that

cheaper
farm produce made possible by better
roads and less expense in getting pro-
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HISTORIC DAYS IN CANADA

When the lnnm line ship City ot
Rrtndous youns sgn Wodky. with Be%

our ago ay, muv
Canadlans on board. She was bound
for England. Yet week after week
passed, while the relatives and friends
of thoseon board hoped agalnst hope,
but the City of Boston did not reach
her destined harbor. e weeks
merged into months, and the months
into years, and the City of Boston has
long since been numbered among that
phantom fleet “that salled and came
back never more” Recalling the
mysterious disappearance off the face
of the deep of the City of Boston,
meny Canadians may say with Ald-
rich:
My eyes are wet with tears, and my

heart {8 numb with woe,—
It seems as if it were yesterday, and
it was long ago!

When she salled from Halifax the
City of Boston had mearly 200 people
on board. She was an excellent ship,
one of the best of her dty. The secret
of her fate must ever remain unknown
for the sea gave up not a hint of the
time, the place nor the manner of the
City of Boston's loss. Some sixteen
years before another Inman boat, the
first vessel of that line, disappeared
quite as mysteriously, amd nothing
was ever known of the fate of her
480 passengers nor the seventy-five
members of her crew.

il S SR BINIES
THE PASSING DAY

A FAMOUS JUDGE

David Wilmot, author of the famous
anti-slavery “proviso” which bears his
name and which was the basis of the
Free Soil party and later o/ the Re-
publican party, was born in Bethany,
Pa., a century ago today. He was a
member of the United States Congress
from 1845 to 1851. It was in 18486,
while a bill authorizing the president
to expend $3,000,000 in negzotiations
for peace with Mexico, by purchage
of territory, was pendiug In the House
of Representatives, that Wilmot be-
came an international figure by add-
ing an amendment:

“That, as an express and funda-
mental conditlon to the acquisition of
any territory from the republic of
Mexico by the United States, neither
slavery nor involuntary servitude
ghall ever exist in any part of sald
territory.”

This proviso was adopted by the
House, but failed of final action, yet
in its results it was far reaching. It
marked a broad line of division in
politics, splitting both parties and
pointing the way for the union of all
shades of anti-slavery sentiment, on
the principle of freedom for the terrk
tories. The Liboral party was the
first result of the Wilmot proviso, and
in 1848 it was merged into the Free
Soil party, a political organization
which made Wilmot's proviso its prin-
cipal plank, The seceders from the
Democrats and Whigs launched the
Free Soil party at a convention held
in Buffalo in i848. Martin Van Buren
was nominated for president, and
Charles Francis Adams for vice-presi-
dent. The ticket received a popular
vote of 291,000, but not a single elec-
toral vote. In 1852 the Free Soilers
at their Pitsburgh convention, named
John P. Hale for the presidency, but
his vote was small. The compromise
measures of 1850 and the virtual re-
peal of the Missouri compromise in
the act for the creation of the terrl.
tories of Kansas and Nebraska in 1854
vastly increased the strength of the
Free Sollers, and they formed the
nucleus of the great Republican par-
ty in 1866.

David Wilmot left Congress and
became a judge in Pennsylvania. He
was not only one of the inspirers, but
also one of the pioneers in the actual
formation of the Republican party. At
the Chicago convention which nomin-
ated Abraham Lincoln for the presi-
dency he was the temporary chair-
man. Wilmot's last public service
was in the United States Senate in
the civil war period, and he died in
Towanda, Pa., in 1868.

8T. ANGNES'S EVE
St. Agnes's Eve will be observed
tonight by many fair maidens who
have a curiosity as to the identity of
their future husbands. Keats, in his
“Eve of St. Agnes,” wrote thus of this
old belief in the matrimonial revela-
tiong of the good Saint Agnes:
They told her how, upon St. Agnes'

Eve,
Youne Vlrz‘lm might have visions
of delight,
And soft adorings from their loves
receive
Upon the honey’d middle of the
night,

If ceremonies due they did aright;
As, supperless to bed they must re-

re,
And couch supine their beauties,
lily white,
Nor look behind nor sideways, but

require
Of heaven with upward eyes for all
that they desire.

A POET AND A PORK PIE, -
Richard Le Gﬂ:!on&e, the poetéddr:z

his first breath in the unpoeti

of Liverpool, England,

is native emyl.i but soon abandoned
ommerce for Hterature.
:audo he has been a resident of New

in oomn with ordinary mortals ma;
be )ndm

lcculnt of his last trip to

For over a
York. That the gifted poet has much
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Practical Physlos,

Motorist—What do you mean by
making me slack up? You needn't
get funny about an old horse ke that
ehying!

Farmer—Maybe, sir, but he's a bit
shaky on the legs and I had to think
of the draugit!

The Puzzle Solved.

Lecturer—~Why {s there not enough
food for all—why?

Voice—Too many farmers! They
eat four times as much at meals as
city folks.

Marveilous.

Alys—Albert promised me he would-
n't emoke a cigarette for two days.
Ethelred—He’ll keep his promise;
that boy has wonderful will power.

Graphophone Records.

“I have brought this record back. l!.
is no good.”

“Try it again, This is a song by
Mme. Squallinl, the great soprano.
fhe is so temperamental that some-
times her records will work and some-
times they won't.”

(Ihe Best Quality at a Reasonable I’ricJ

Headaches and
Eyestrain

Perhaps you think because
you see well that your head-
aches are not caused by eye-
strain.

When you don't see well and
there is no straining for g
vision you have no headaches.

Headaches usually do not
go with poor sight. But head-
aches and good sight to-
gether when there are scfech
in the eyes. Then the head-
aches are a result of the con-
stant effort to attain good vision.

Let us tell you if your head-
aches are caused by eyestrain.

L L Sharpe & Son,

Jewelers and Opticlans
21 KING STREET, ST. JOHN, N.B.
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[ vou pAY NO 3
TUITION FEE
UNLESS YOU OBTAIN POSITION

If you enter this month for
course in Shorthand or Bookkeep-

Write for Information.

The J. R. Currie
Commercial [Institute,

L 87 UNION STREET,

Monday, ||
Jan. 5th

18 THE IEGIN{’IING OF OUR NEW

A very generous and greatly a
clated patronage has made our
y | years our best years.

w. trust that a continuance
tronage will make 1914 the

all.
SEND FOR CATALOGUE,

S.KERR, - ~ Principel

ﬂu
mt o

She—! wonder why they hung that

ploture,

He—Perhaps they ocouldn't

the artist,

Wite
Fancy a woman sailor,

Hub—That's nothing, Wasn’t Lot's
wife a female salt?

Real Optimism, .

Our idea of an optimist is one w
demands that grand opera be rende; N
od in English, on the theory that
everybody could understand it then.

Wise Spiders,

| The spiders read this sheet and then
They prove that they are wise,
They go and spin their webs with

men
Who never advertise,

What's a Fellow to do Then?

“Have you ever noticed one odd
thing about blunt people?”

“What is that?”

“They are the ones who generally
come to the point.”

Not so Easy as That.
“No use has ever been found for
cast-off porous plasters.”
“I wouldn't say ‘cast off.
never heard of anybody casting off a
porous plaster, have you?”

His Little Joke.

(with newspaper) — What
next! Here's a woman mate of a ship.

catch

- ecents

Delicious in flavor, absolutely pure. No other firm
has ever dared to offer the Tea cousuming public,

anything approaching such value. .. ' .. . 'um
BLAOE OR }smnn LEAD PACKETS ONLY.

MIXED. .. )RHEHFUSH ALL SUBSTITUTES. ..
“Never flirt with fortune, my boy.” b 2 i
“No? But what if she smiles at
me?” ( = "
That's What They De. FOR

Gems, Jewelry and Watches

And all kindred lines, our stock will afford yon the largest
range for selection and the Best Values to be Obulncd
Anywhere.

When your wants are manifest come and see us.

FERGUSON & PAGE

KING STREET

You've

Dlamond Impor!lrl

=

CASTORIA

For Infants and Chiidren,

The Kind You Have Always Bought

Boars the

@ignature of

Lln
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M
WRINGERS

The Best

Boot In all sizes.

LADIES .. .. ..

following prices:
MEN'S, 6 to 10
BOYS', 1tob .

YOUTHS® 1 te 1Wiai

We can supply this famous Skating

eo «« $3.50 and $4.00
280 and 3.25
825 and 3.50

We have reduced our regular Skat.
ing Boots and have all sizes at the

MAIL ORDERS SOLICITED.

FRANCIS &
VAUGHAN,

19 King Street

Grades

Warranted for different
periods according to price
THE CHEMICAL
WRINGER

HIGHEST GRADE
With dark rubber rolls chem-
ically treated.

For Ordinary Tubs =« « « -« « $6.00
For Stationary Tubs - - - - $6.50

T. MCAVITY & SONS lIMITtD
13 KING STREET

w

Empire Richmond

fire and oven,
Tha kindling position marked Kin )

'rho baking position marked Bake

.‘né; position for checking fire mariks
eck.

This is so simple mistakes are b.
possible.

Used only on llchmond Rlntn.

PHILIP GRANNAN, 568 Mai .
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Makes the

WHAT YOU REQUIRE

IN THE PRINTING LINE

Get it from us and it will be done very artistically
Commercial Printing of all Kinds

Letter Heads Tags

Bill Heads Invoices
Statements Business Cards
Envelopes Posters

market.

to get it introduced.

Telephones—~West
West 81,

A C.SHITH & (0.

ummunm

Molascuit

'oaumnnmuuiﬂlu
lnthhlt)lohuu!udum

Standard Job Printing Co.

82 Prince William Street = ST. JOHN, N. B,

D. K. McLAREN, LIMITED

OUR BALATA BELTING,
| BEST ON THE MARKET

MADE ENDLESS TO ORDER IN TWO DAYS|
Complete Stook of All Sizes

The pries s very tow 1a order || 64 Prince William St. "Phone Main 1121. St.,lal\n.NB.
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Ask Your Grocer for
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BEST LAX
BOWELS
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