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OTTAWA, June 12.—The first thing

" yesterday was the amergency ration

‘*More. Pr Rorden muzht do

of those tested at n.
these are completed he

!ood. Bt

the food sent to Atrlea in the eriginal
packages. Some  disturbance was
pmdugmd by a request of his for a
copy of the order to admnit the era-
ergéncy rations from the United States
free of duty. ‘This was the first imfor-

ruation that the house ' had that . the |

goods. were a TUnited Sldtes ‘product. |

that the rations were purchased from
Dr. Deylin, and were hizown product

. Borden said he had not the order
and the premier explained that it
would be in the ecustoms department.
The minister of customs was present
and was invited to tell what he knew
about it. He said he knew nothing,
but would enquire and report to the
hcuse, but he could not he induced to
promise the pezper, 5

As the matter stands the circum-
stances so far revealed appear to be
these : . ‘Mr. Hatch, now of Montreal,
is ‘the inventor of these Protos. He

made: his ‘original tests and é&xperi-
ments in Buda-Pesth, and when he had
satisfied himself that he had a good -
thing he went to London to carry on
further -esperimcnts. .  The . facilities
ia England wenld not exactly suit the
laboratory operations which he had in{
view, and he was advised to continue
his operations in Paris. - At the labor-
atcry there he was informed that the
equipment would not be at his service
unless he intended to manufacture the
goods in France, and for us2 in that
couniry. He was then advised that
Me(sill Uriversity had the best labor-
atory in the world for his purpose. 8o
be came to Monireal and developed
his process. In due time he succeeded
in perfecting the preparation he de-
sired to make of a highly condensed
and concentrated food for 2mergency
purposes in the army. Then he em-
ployed Dr. Deviin to go to the govern-
ment and interest the ministers in the
jnvention. As agent for Mr. Hatch,
Dr. Devlin came to Ottawa, arranged
for the tests on the soldiers at King-
ston ‘and carried through that experi-
ment. The military branch of the de-
pariment of the militia was mugch im-
pressed with the results of the experi-
ment, and it was in consequence of
this test, so Dr. Borden says, that the
goods were finally purchased from Dr.
Devlin.

: P e

But Mr. Hatch and his invention

were no longer at Dr. Devlin's .dis-
posal. The doctor had Gisappeared from
Mr. Hatch’s scrvice, and it was as
agent for another form and for an-
other invention that he made his con-
tract with the government. Mr. Hatch
continues his manufactory in Mont-
real. .The Vitaline which the govern-
ment bought from Dr. Devlin, and
which the minister says, or did say at
first, is the identical goods tested at
Kingston is not made in Montreal, is
not made by Mr. Hatch, has not the
same name as his goods, and is im-
ported from the United States, and ad-

mitted apparently free of duty. The’

price is the same as would have been’
paid to Mr. Hatch for the Zenuine !
goods, the same as would have been
paid to the inventor who first brought
the preparation to the attention of the
government and, at whose expense the .
experiment at Kingston was made. I
the substituted goods ' were imported
from the United States free of duty
that concession, amounting to over
$1,000, must have been a present to Dr.
Devlin, who apparently has a pull. It
was only when Mr. Monk disclosed the
facts that any hint was given that
this was a Yankee product.
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" The house passed on to consider the
case of another man who has a pull
Mr. Theodore Burrows is & brother-in-
law of Mr. Sifton, the minister of the
interior. He is a member of the Mani-
toba legislature and has figured exten-
sively as a party heeler in the west.
Mr. Burrows has been getting some as-
tonishing concessions in the way of
timber limits. The story is this: In
old times the timber limits in the west
were open to any applicant who would
ask for 50 square miles, and would
agree to put up a mill, saw e certain
‘quantity of lumber each year, ‘and
ray a certain rate per thousand. Un-
der this provision many limits were
applied for, but not much work was
done. In 1885, eleven years before the
retirement of the late government, the
western country began to be settled
and the practice was adopted of put-
ting the timber limits up for compe-
tition. This wholesome rule prevailed
until Mr. Sifton became minister. Mr.
Sifton, in 1898, altered the regulations
so as to provide that a saw mill owner

might be permitted to cut over a defi-|

nitely described tract of 50 square
miles, on payment of 50 cents per thou-
sand for sawn lumber, and another 50
cents in lieu of ground rent. This rule
was defended on the ground that mill

owners should not be shut out from 2

supply of lumber by speculators, who

oné case, because, though

mill, it was not in the

another because it

had not beeg' shown thai the applicant

was withor ply for his mill from

cther lands. pondence gen-
erally showed"

premises, or near them, that
he inﬁelded to saw the lumber at this
place, and that he had no other source
of supply.

This rule allowing the right to cut
timber without competition in special

‘cases was rescinded. The department

found that it was not working well.
But four days after it was repealed, a
permit under it was given to Theodore
‘Burrows, M, P. Py Mr. Sifton’s bro-
ther-in-law. Mr. Burrows is a milk
-cwner, but his mill was 40 miles away,
‘and for the purpose of this grant it
. might as well have been in Sweden,
for he does not appear to have sawn
there any of the timber cut on the
limit. The fact was that Mr. Burrows
wanted the timber for sale to Mac-
kenzie and Mann, who were building
the Dauphin railway in that neigh-
borhood, and wanted ties, telegraph
posts and  bOther sticks. Now Mac-
kenzie’ a.nd Mann had Mr. Burrows for
'their agent in that place. Mackenzie
and Mann had received a most aston-
ishing 'subsidy from the provincial
government, of which Mr. Siftpn was
then a member. Mr. Sifton, Mackenzie
and Mann, and Mr. Burrows were all
cne brother. Mr. Burrows took off this
limit $23,000 worth = of railway ™ ties
alone, besides much other timber. He
paid a wvery trifiing stumpage and
made a pile of money out of it.

Now the charge is that under the
‘law Mr. Burrows should not have had
that right to cut without competition.
Even under the regulations which had
been . rescinded, he could only have.
taken logs to be sawn in his mill, which
cught to have been in the vicinity, and
to have been without other sources of:
supply. In any case, he ought to have
paid a much larger royalty than was
collected. It was shown that other
men in Mr. Burrows’ position were re-
fused the concession which he ob-
tained, and this seems to establish be-
yond doubt the charge’of favoritism
against Mr. Sifton, the object of favor
being his brother-in-law.

Now what does the minister say in
reply to Mr. Davin’'s charges? If
Mr. Sutherland were an. absolute fool,
and he is very far from that, he could
not have made a more pointless reply.
He did not deny that Mr. Burrows re-
ceived this concession, he did not
deny that other people with saw mills
had been refused it.  He only could
say over and over again that the pub-
lic interest had not suffered, that no
harm had been done to the general
public, and that it was necessary for
the Dauphin railway to be provided

| with ties. Of course all this has noth-

ing to do with the charges. 1If the
limits had been left to competition, as
the law required, and as decency re-
quired, seeing that Mr. Burrows was a
competitor, Mackenzie and Mann would
still have got their ties, the country
would have got a larger revenue and
everybody would have had fair play.

The only other defence the acting
minister put up was the charge that
the lat=2 government had given out
timber limits without competition.
This, of course, is true, but it was
done in the early days when there was
no law requiring competition, and
when “the sale was offered freely at
the same terms to everybody. Every
-man had an even chance then, as he
would have under competition. But
this system required a payment for all
lumber cut and required that the ap-
plicant should build & mill: The re-
quirements were even then apparently
sufficient to meet the case, for it  was
1ot a very easy thing fifteen years ago
to put up a mill in the Northwest Ter-
ritories. As a matter of fact, not one
in twenty of the applicants received a
stick of timber. They simply forfeit-
ed what chey paid, end their claims
lapsed. A bt

But what has' this to do with the
charge of favoritism shown by  the
government fourteen years after the
edoption of the competitive system ?
Mr. Davis, who thinks it enough for
him to say that the tories, did the
same, read a long list of members of
parliament who in the old times ap-
nlied for timber limits and was loud-
ly cheered on by the government side
when Mr. Davin’s name was found
among them. Most of these applica-
tions were made by members on be«
half of some constituent who did not
know in what form to make his appli-
cation, while Mr. Davin’s was put in
& good wany years before he was first
a candidate for . perliament. There

was a lively altercation when Dr. Mac-

donald charged Dr. 8 prou_le with hav-

‘donald bad to withdraw. Otherwise
the clamor would have been going on
till daynght. e

nuch also was. made on the govern-
| ment side out of the Rykert case, in
wkich it was charged . that the late
Charles Rykert, as a member of the
house, had made use of his influence

in aeem'in: timber’ mlts. This .is

John '.l‘hemman, ‘then Ie@ b
hpuse ‘and'was virtually expelled “from

( pnmc life. It seems that an offence

which, wheun the conservatives were in
power, was sufficient to expel a. mem-
ber is good enough now to be a pre-
.cedent for a liberal minister or mem-
ber. At all events the house by a
party majority has justified the Bur-
rows deal. S. D. S,

OTTAWA, June 14.—At the time of
writing Mr. Monk has not got any
“forrader’” with his investigation abcut
the emergency rations. Dr. Borden a
week ago was in a great hurry to have
the charges made. Three days ago the
solicitor  general was defying Mr.
Monk to make a specific charge. Yes-
terday Mr. Monk was on hand with
his statement, the ministers were on
hand also with dilatory proceedings,
After all their defiance and after Mr.
Monk’'s statement in the house, and
Mr. Foster’s private intimations to: the
premier that the charges were to be
brought in yesterday, Sir Wilfrid sud-
denly took the ground that this was
not a matter of privilege: and that he
must hcve proper notice. It is hard to
conceive of anything that comes more
completely  and . definitely within the
class of privileged quéstions than this.
If it is a question of privilege no nc-
tice is required, but it is usual for a
member about:to proceed in this: way
to give private notice to the leader of
the government. This is a courtesy,
and it was shown tb the premier by
Mr. Monk. How=aver, the delay is ob-
tained, but the matter will probably
be settled cne way or the other before
iLis letter is printed.

Sir Charles Hibbert finds. himself
headed off in his efforts to get the pa-
pers concerning Mr. Tarte's iriend,
Mr. Charleson, who has been building
telegraph lines and roads and other
public conveniences in the Yukon. Mr.
Charléscn, like his patren, proczeds
with a lofy cisregard for ordinary rules
and usages. The restrictions that
bind efficers and contractors to give
value for their money do not aftect
him. He buys wire and other equip-
ment from his son, who keeps shop in
Ottawa, and dispenses with tenders
or other form of competition. The
prices are said to be qnite lofty and
the quantities extravagant. $ir
Charles Hibbert underastands that Mr.
Charleson has been buying a prodigious
quantity of telegraph poles which are
piled up rotiing along the river while
the wires are sirung aleng on live
trees. He 2lso hears that Mr. Charle-
son has been employing men at sal-
aries different frcm those authorized
and has purcrased supplies through a
son of his on the Pacific coast, who
bags a five per cent. rake-off from the
trapsacticn. Sir Charles Hibbert is
making a brave siruggle to dbtain the
reparts and accounts. Sir Wilfrid is
standing upon formality, but was re-
minded yesterday that he would get
no supply for the Yukon until he fur-
nishad the information required.

Probably we shall learn from tke
Tarte crgans that this is in soms way
an 'attack on the French-Canadians.
All criticism and 211 the proceedings
of the opposition are so described in
La Patrie. According to Mr. Tarte's
journal, which Mr. Greenshields
bought for him, the demonstration of
the house against Mr. Bourassa’s re-
cent disloyal speech was the work of
tory fanatics all because Mr. Bourassa
is a Yrenchman. It is also charged
that the cheers for th2 Queen and the
singing of the pational anthem was an
anti-French demonstration. Mr. Ber-
geron is censured by the government
organ because, being a Frenchman, he
joins in tkese proceedings aga.lnst Mr,
Bourassa.

But that is not all. Dr. Montague
the other day objected to the extrava-
gant expenditure for*the Paris exhibi-
tion. La Patrie rises to the occasion
and says: . “It is. hatred of France
which inspires this fanatical colleague
of Sir Charles Tupper.” And again:
“In 1889 we committed ‘ the error of
staying home, . and the good tory
Montague wants us to repeat the same
stupidity in 1900. All this was because
the expositicn takes plac2 in France.’
Most people in Canada will find it hard
to discover any loss suffered by Can-
ada tbrough its failure to spend half a
mon E:mollam at Faris in 18%89.

; —— W %
The Ottawa oorrespo’n’:l[egén o;'\f‘
Patrie attacks the tory fanatics in this
way: “It is evident that the fanatic
and intolerant of the tory party cast
an evil eye at the participation of Can-
ada at the Exposition in Paris. Their
sentiment of hostility is well known
for all that touches France directly or
indirectly, and was manifested in an
unmistakeable manner when the ques-
tion came up of the additional vote of

$30,000 asked for by Mr. Fisher.”

i
La Patrie goes on to say that Mr.
Foster criticized the vote last year
and wanted to know what good the
appropriation would do. Then it pro-
ceeds:  “Messrs.. Montague, Wallace
and Sproule follow Foster's example

res on tha‘a., and the premier was
asked whether Mr. Tarte had not otp;r
business to perfor ow La:Patrie| !
-is furious about this, and pratses the
Belgian le as good colonlsts. hopes
that Mr. Tarte may bring a lot of
them here, and then goes on to hold
up‘the tory fanatics to the hatred of
its-'own readers;  For instance, it says:
‘“Hut the . Belgian colonists talk
French It ‘is nat -astonishing then

.tomsmnm

m udum ‘and the Sproules;-the

government should look for no other
immigrants than English; Scotch and
Irish,

But the count of crimes goes on: We
1ead that “Dr. Sproule denounced Mr.
Tarte as a traitor and accused him
for his conduci on the occasion of Pre-
sident Loubet’s visit to the Canadian
section.”

Concerning this La Patrie says: “Mr
Tarte insisted that the president of
the French republic should make a
special visit to the Canadian ‘section.
The secretary of the British section
had decided: not t¢ ask-the president
to make more than one visit. If this
proposal had been carried out, Canada
would have been denied the honor of
‘receiving " officially as a nation the
chief of' the French people. . The min-
ister of public werks energeticaily vin-
dicated the rights of Canada. Our land,
| it is true, is part of the Empire, but
it is a free land, governing itself and
enjoying independent institutions.. As
such it'had a right to be considered
a natiom distinct from the British' Em-
pire, and there ‘will not be one voice
among ‘enlightenel Canadian people
who have national pride, except to
congratulate Mr., Tarte  for having
caused the British commission and the
French government to understand our
position.”

There are still other offences. La
Patrie asrssils Mr. Monk, a conserva-
tive French-Canadian ‘member who is
now trying to find out the truth about
the em-rgency rations. Mr. Moak re-
marked the other day that as Canada
was embarking in a larger military
career it became necessary to watch
more closely the expenditure of the
militia department. This remark has
édalled down on him the scorn of La
Patrie, which charges that he iz com-
ing out in support ‘of ‘he imperialists
and declares that Mr. Monk really be-
lieves that the sending of troops to
Africa was not an accidental or occa-
sional occurrence but the commence-
ment of a new military era. In the
rame paragraph it falls foul of Mr.
Henderson, whose offence is that he
asked for an increase of drill pay frem
a dollar to $1.50 per day. Ic will be
seen tkhat La Patrie is piling up a
rretty heavy list of offences against
the tory fanatics and those unfortunate
French ccnservalives who support the
opposition.

Speaking of the exposition, there ap-
pears to be a conflict of opinion be-
tween Mr. Fisher and the secretary cf
state as to the ceost of it. The minis-
ter of agriculture expressed the hope
that the whole cost would not exceed
$300,000. Mr. Scott scouted the idea
that it would cost as much as Sir
Mackenzie Bowell suggested, and
placed the whole expenditure under a
quarter of a million. But already the
bills have run up to $175,990, and it
seems to be quite certain that Mr.
Fisher’s, estimate will pe far short of
the mark.

The serate has not passed the Gaspe
Short Line bill. ‘This measure was dis-
cussed- cn several occasions in . the
house, and provides for the construc-
tion of a railway partly parallel to the
Baie des Chaleur, where there is not
business for one road. It contains pro-
visions for purchasing the Baie des
Chaleur road, and is opposed by the

gjon yesterday Senator Dandurand:
took occasion to attack Mr. C. N. Arm-
strong of the Baie des Chaleur road,
'who has not been able to pay his credi-
tors and who according to the senator
weuld hardly dare to show his face in
sme districts. Senator Landry pointed
out that Mr. Armstrong would have
been in a beiter position if he had not
been obliged to pay Mr. Pacaud and
the cther hangers cn of the late Count
Mercier and Sir Wilfrid Laurier $109,-
000 at a time.

It will be remembered that the Que-
bec ~government  appropriated $175,000
for the payment of claims on the Bale
des Chaleur line. Mr. Armstrong was
to have received the money, but only
got it on condition that he should be
content with $75,000, while the rest
went to the boodlers. It wa3 charged
that this sum was stolen from the
treasury, and a .subsequent Quebec
government undertoock to recover it.
But the court seems to have decided
that the money was properly payable

by this decision and that Mr. Arm-
strong had a perfect right to do what
ha liked with his own. Mr. Armstrong
| testified that he had to pay the $100,0600
.in order to-get the $75,000 out of the
:3175,000 that was du2 him, and he does
not look like a man who gives away
$100,000 carelussly. Mr, Pacaud has
declared that he spent the whéle of the
money in the interest of his party in
the campaign of 1891, at which time
Sir Wilfrid Laurier made great head-
way in his own province. = However
that may dbe, it does not seem fair for

and seriously afirmed that Canada

the party which stole $100,000 from the

creditors of that line. In the disdus-|

t6 Mr. Armstrong. Mr. Pacaud has:
since claimed that he was vindicated!

snddenly deveioped into

rs. The dredging is done by |
_partners. One of ‘them is' Al Gt
Mckay, a lawyer and crown attorney |
under the Ontario government. He]l
began his éxperi:nce as a dredger|

when this government contract was
available.. Another of the quartette is

‘Dr. B. A, H. Horsey, a physician, who {

began his operations as a contractor
at the same time. The other dredgers

are ladies. On Mrs, Lelia A, Hor- |

Ma“leumdqualdu&duuthter‘

Dr. Macdonald, M. P. for Huron, and |’
is a young lady who did not set up}

business for herself until thls cceca-

1 snio. Mrs. Horsey !s another da.ughtet

of Dr. Macdonald’s, and Dr. Horsey
is her husband. It will be seen that
this is quite a family affair. Perhaps
it is not necessary to observe that Dr.
Macdonald supports Mr. Tarte, who
gives the Coteau dredging, without
tender, at excessive Pprices, to his son’s
father-in-law, a retired merchant
tailor, and the dredging at Berthier,
at private rates and very high cnes,
to his own son-in-law, a carpet dealer.
S.D. 3

OTTAWA, June 156.—Yesterday’s dis-
cussion of the election frauds enquiry
was rather technical in some respects,
and was largely an anplification of
previous debates. The main points of
Mr. Borden’s request for the enlarge-
ment of.the commission are these:

In the first place he wants the en-
quiry sufficiently ganeral ' to expose
and convict not only the personal par-
ticipents in the offences but those who
ergaged the agents and paid them or
were in sny way implicated in the
transaction. The ministers claim that
this is provided for in.the commission.
But the point is doubtful, and it is
urged that the provincial commission
in Ontario. failed on the ground that
it could not pursue the silent partner
in the game.

The next difficulty which Mr. Bor-
den brings forward is the matter of
witnesses. The opposition asks that
the commisgion shall be allowed to
give am absolute pardon to certain
witnesses, while the government only
allows the usual immunities from the
use of their own . evidence’/ against
them. Mr. Blair, who was chicf spokes-
man for ihe government yesterday,
contended that ii was not right to let
a man off in this way, and cited Sir
John Thompsen’s act in favor of the
narrower immunity. Sir Charles
Hibbert Tupper pointed out that Mr.
Blzke in providing for cases like this
thought it necessary to hold out <he
larger inducements, and in this Mr.
Blake was following the irmperial law.
Sir John Thompson was framing an
ordinary statute for ordinary en-
quiries and had not in view such an
investigation as this, in which the only
hore of cbtaining the facts is from the
testimony and confession of some of
the guilty parties.

Thirdly, Mr. Borden, Sir Charles Hib-
bert and Mr. Powell ask that the gov-
ernment skould give the comniission
autbority to procure not only counsel
to conduct the case but also legal as-
gistance to enquire intc circumstances
and ascertain facts upon which
charges may be made. They also
asked the privilege for any counsel to
bring 'a . matter or charge before the
commission and produce evidencz in
support of it. They point out that
Premier Ross’s commission shut out
such independent counsel and thus
Jimited the enquiry. On this point Mr.
Blair argues that commissioners have
ample authority. He also maintains
that the promise to vote the mioney
necessary is sufficient, and that it is
not necessary to place the money in
the control of the commissioners. There
is a deccided differencs of opinion on
this point. \

Now, the next peointis one to which
greater importancs is attached. Mr.
Borden urges: strengly, as Sir Charles
Tupper did before him, that in this
enquiry electors shall be allowed to
testify how they voted. He points out
that this evidence might not be neces-
sary in a court wkich seeks to deter-
mine what man- is elected, and that in

| general the secrecy of the ballot should

be maintained. But in a ecase of this
kind, which is entirely out of the com-
mon way, and which purports to be an
effort to get at the very bottom of the
thing, the ordinary rules do not ap-
Ply. It is a disputed question in any
case whether under existing law.such
evidence may be taken, and Mr. Bor-
den asks that in this ‘matter the doubt
be removed and absolute authority be
given to take this testimony. Mr.
Blair and Dr. Russell contend that no
new rules should be made for this en-
quiry, but that the ordinary course be
followed. They seem to be very anx-

‘jous ‘that the right of a man to vote

secretly should not be takén away from
him. This matter was discussed in a
previous letter, where it was pointed

‘out that the evidence brought forward

to prove that the votes were stolen was
offéred voluntarily by the men who
complained of the robbery, and the
government is not acting in the inter-

ests of the men whose votes are stolen,'

inst their interests and in the|}
hae? s ‘m!m,young middle-aged, orold. A mil-
 lion copies sold. Address the Peabody

interests of the robbers when it re-
fuses them the privlleg- eof tesﬂrylng
to their lcsss.

The next point of dlspute is the use.
of the evidence taken by the . ‘commit-
tee. Mr. Blair and Dr. Russell' are
both strong in the contention that this
evidence shall not be used. Mr. Blair

gives the  case away, when he says
that the evidence taken by the com-
mittee would not be admissible in a
court of law. He said the other day
that the majority of the committee al-
lowed men to testify how they voted
and admitted >ther evidence not be-
cause they thought it was properly ad-
missible, but because they were afraid
of public copinion. Mr. Blair's explan-

;ation sheds a flood of light on the

whole situation. The committee was
finding out too much; and therefore it
had to be stopped. It was stopped in
the middle, after it had ocost $10,000
and had examined a hundred witnesses,
and after it had estallished the steal-
ing of one seat. This would never do,
and therefore the proeceedings were
stopped. Again public opinion alarmed
the ministers and they provided a sub-
stitute. But they take care that the
evidence which exposed the crime be-
fore the committee shall not be used

in the new enquiry, and refuse to give '

the commission  scope to take the
same class of evidence for itself. Here
certainly is a narrowing down of the
enquiry and an impairment of its
capacity to get at the facts. Sir Wilfrid
Laurier may not thank his minister of
railways for exposing the trick. But
it is now clear that the whole scheme
is an attempt to escape exposure and
also escape public opinion.

Now comes an equally serious objec-
tion. The government absoiutely re-
fuses to have the commissioners in-
structed ro begin with the Brockville
and Huron cases. These cases were
promised prompt investigation a year
ago by Sir Wilfrid Laurier. They have
been before the committee and are
partly tried. The premier, when he
choked off the committee, offered this
commission as a substitute. He will
not now take steps to have precedence
given to these cases. My, Blair and
Dr. Russell both intimate that the
commission may begin with the elec-
tions of 1896 and take up these half

. proved cases later. Sir Wilfrid claims

that the Brockville and Huron  cases
may not be the first ones where votes
were stolen. Mr. Borden, in reply,
cbserves that they are:the first ones
in which charges were made in this
house, the first in which the premier
rromised an immediate investigation,
the-first that were referred to a com-
mittee, the first in which investigation
was begun, the first and only invesi-
gation that ever was taken from a
rrivileg2s commitee after it had been
begun. If this does not entitle the
Huron affair to precedence it is hard
to say what would. The government
is, however, obdurate; and refuses to
do anything 1o ensure the enquiry into
these particular scandals within a rea-
sonable time. Sir Charles Hibbert and
Mr. Powell compared with great effect
the strong promise which Sir Wilfrid
gave of a thorough, searching and far-
reaching investigation with\his half-
hearted and weak fulfilment.

‘We have the promise of one more
commission of enquiry. This time it is
to be the Chinese and Japanese ques-
tion. Four years ago, when the cam-
paign was going on, Mr. McLagam of
Vancouver telegraphed to is leader,
Sir Wilfrid Laurier, and asked what

;his attitude was on Chinese immigra-

tion. Sir Wilfrid replied promptly
that the quéstion was entirely a west-
ern one and that he would carry out
absolutely the wishes of the British

L @blumbia people. Ever since then the

British Columbia people, who want to
keep the Chinese and Japanese out,
have been trying to get Sir Wilfrid to

“keep his pledge. The absurdity of such

an attempt has not yet struck them
all, for they still make representations
Perhaps they do so from a wild west-
ern sense of humor. In the east the
people have entirely given up any
thought of expecting Sir Wilfrid to do
anything that he said he would do.
The premier cannot give the 'British
Columbia people the exclusion of Chin-
ese, ‘which they want, but.he offers
them a commission. This is much after
the style of the fond mother who re-
fused to take her boy to the circus, but
offered to take him to the cemetery to
see his grandmother’s grave.
S.D. S.
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