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$0TH COMPANIES 
MAKING MONEY

be able to supply their customers 
again this eveniqg or to-morjow.

As to theINCENDIARIES AT and expressed the belief that with 
tile granting of this many of the evils 
tfeat a male vote had not yet 
qytfpied, would be swept away before 
ti|e .legjtot of the polls.
, ^SsMureutt then gave a brief lec- 
twra on women ef various lands, her 
#eaarks being applied to illustrations 
Wow* on a screed by a steiWpticon. 
Her wide knowledge of the subject In 
hand enabled her to deal concisely and 
clearly with the character of women’s 
state in half a hundred countries in the 
small space of time at her disposal. 
Promising at the outset to show the 
women of less enlightened countries in 
pitiful contrast to their western sis
ters, Miss Murcutt succeeded without 
dealing in detail with the abuses under 
which women still suffer in the Orient, 
Africa, Asia, southern Europe, the 
Orent and other places.

At the conclusion of the lecture. Miss 
Mùrcutt called for support from the 
meeting. Mrs. Grant referred to the 
success of the W. C. T. U. convention 
Just closed and called for a standing 
vote to condemn the retrograde legis
lation of the provincial legislature 
which denies a vote to women. This 
motion was unanimously carried.

Votes of thanks td Miss Murcutt, and 
all who were instrumental in the suc
cess of the evening and the conduct 
of the convention, were passed. Before 
the close of the proceedings the city 
band rendered the overture “Wilhelm 
Tell,” which was enthusiastically ap
plauded. At the close of the proceed- 

,ings the National Anthem was

TO COMMEMORATEcause <£ the fire the firm 
Vjave been ef iqpendiary

van- i-/say it must 
origin. The*» go.-figp the Steve 
in the SgQCpaer'aAgr Tefeleek jgsterdey 
afternoon, aj^L fljg.-ymheen, the fore
woman, was pqMJtyier, as she always 
is, to look that thg: ggÿ mg aD turned 
off before the left the buiUing at « 
o’clock last evening. “The firm has al
ways been

WORK IN THE CITY HISTORICAL EVENTS
END OF RATE

Heavy Loss This Morning on Government Street 
—Brigade Has Been Kept Busy 

All Day

Scheme for an Elaborate Pageant to be Held Here 
Outlined by R. E. Gosnell Before 

Canadian Club '

WAR SEEMS FAR OFFvery careM ip this
said W. W. Bowen, '®a»agpr ef the

there Is

matter,”

firm’s printing business, "steS t 
no possibility of the fire hjbiisi eeeur- 
red through negligence. Aÿ tiie deer ef 
the factory was a large^etisatejtfe far 
refuse, and this Is where the fire ap
pears to have started.”

About 10:30 the brigade was called te 
a roof fire on Lowenberg’s warehouse, 
due to suspicious origin.

Between 11:30 and 11:45 Major Ridge
way Wilson left his office in the Burnes 
building for about a quarter of an hour. 
In his absence Dr. C. J. Newcombs 
called and left a note for him. On Mr. 
Wilson’s return he found his desk on 
fire, all that remained of the note 
which Dr. Newcombe had left being 
the signature. This fire was easily ex
tinguished.

At 12:05 the brigade was called to 
1805 Government street to extinguish 
a fire in the work rooms of “My Ward
robe” upstairs over the Bismarck 
saloon, the result of a boy putting a 
match too close to a pair of pants that 
had Just come out of the benzine tank, 
after being cleaned. In the excitement 
following the pants taking fire, the 
table on which they were was upset 
arid the fire spread to the benzine tank. 
The chemical sufficed to put out the 
fire and the biggest damage is the loss 
of the pair of pants.

The heat from the fire melted seven 
of the B. C. Telephone Company’s 
cables and the result is that a large 
portion of the city is without tele
phone communication to-day. The dam
age is being repaired as rapidly as pos
sible. By to-morrow it is expected the 
service will be in shape again. The 
loss is several hundred dollars, cov
ered by a policy in the Aetna Insur
ance Company, written by Hall &' 
Goepel.

George Carter, Jr., went home at noon 
to-day, locking the door of, the office 
and sample room in the basement of 
the Law Chambers. While he was away 
someone opened the door and set a 
light to some papers on a trunk beneath 
a counter just inside the door. As it 
happened these papers consisted of 
catalogues inside of envelopes, so that 
the fire did not make any headway, 
and burnt itself out before Mr. Carter 
returned, at about half-past one. At 
that time the door was locked, and 
there was no sign of anyone having 
been in the room except for the burnt 
papers. The Law Chambers 
threatened also last night when fire 
was kindled in the rear of the adjoining 
building occupied by Johnston & Bax
ter.

<No Further Aggression on 
Either Side—Many Ru

mors Afloat.

I

i\

ing, as a paper box factory as well as 
for storage purposes. The fire was 
confined to this flat, but the occupants 
ol the ground and first floors suffered 
heavy loss through water. The first 
floor was occupied by J. C. M. Keith, 
architect; W. D. O. Rochfort, architect; 
Charles D. Miller, draftsman; C. C. 
Pemberton, real estate; J. Howard A. 
Chapman, commission agent. E. A. 
Morris’s cigar and tobacco store, The 
Fairyiew Greenhouse’s salesroom and 
F. Landberg’s curio and novelty store.

The fire was first noticed by Con
stable Carlow, and be at once turned 
in the alarm, the brigade, nothwith- 
standing its previous calls, answering 
promptly. At the time that Constable 
Carlow first saw the fire it was break
ing through the Government street 
windows on the top floor. Two engines, 
the Waterous and the Merryweather, 
were brought out, and the firemen did 
excellent work with the streams se
cured from them. In a comparatively 
short time the brigade had got the fire 
under control. In this connection the 
highest praise is accorded the fire bri
gade for its work by those who watch
ed its work. One man who has seen 
fires fought in many parts of the world 
said that never had he seen better 
judgment used or less regard for their 
personal safety shown by firemen. Had 
it not been for their good work on this 
occasion the whole of the block, and 
likely much adjoining property, would 
have gone.

One of the principal losers is Hlbben 
& Co., who own the building, and who 
occupied the top story as a paper box 
factory. This latter Is utterly destroy
ed, as well as a large number of city 
maps and a great amount of office 
filing devices which were stored there. 
The basement of the block was occu
pied by Hibben & Co. as a paper ware
house, and there again the firm suffer
ed heavy loss, for the place was com
pletely flooded. The firm are unable to 
state their exact loss, but Including 
the damage to the building it will like
ly be at least 316,000.

E. A. Morris, who occupied half the 
ground floor as a ’, tobacco and cigar 
store, suffered heavily from damage by 
water. His .entire stock, valued at about 
$20,000, is, according to G. B. Dunn, 
manager of the store, practically a 
total loss. Mr, Morris carried 
$16,000 Insurance, $7,100 of it with Duck 
& Johns.ton, and the remainder with 

,other firms. Mr. Dunn immediately 
' OTeghèphed to W.Morrle, who-was in- 
Vancouver at the time, 
arrive to-night. x

Next door was the sales place of the 
Fairview Greenhouses, the damage to 
which is entirely by water and is only 
nominal. Adjoining this was Lands- 
berg’s curio and novelty store, in which 
is carried a stock valued at between 
$5,000 and $9,000, which is badly dam
aged by water. Mr. Landsberg carried 
$2,500 insurance. It 4s worthy of note 
that Mr. Landsberg lost his home In 
the big conflagration of last year.

Upstairs the principal loss was that 
of J. Howard A. Chapman, commission 
agent. Mr. Chapman makes a special
ty of postcards, of whteh he had In 
stock about 1,000,000 and in . addition 
had hundreds of pounds of chocolate, 
cocoa and candy, besides samples of 
umbrellas, hats, etc. All this stock is 
such as would suffer greatly by the 
water which simply poured down from 
the floor above on It. Mr. Chapman Is 
at present in Calgary on a business 
trip, and Gordon McKenzie, who Is in 
charge of the business in his absence, 
estimates the loss at about $5,000, but 
does not know what insurance Mr. 
Chapman carried.
,w. D’O. Rochfort, who recently open

ed an architect’s office in the building, 
is a loser to the extent of $L70D. All his 
papers, including his agreements with 
the exception of that for the Yacht 
Club boathouse, and all his drawings 
and plans were destroyed through the 
burning celling falling Into this room. 
J. C. M. Keith had papers, plans and 
books in his office valued at $5,000, but 
all escaped practically without dam
age, this corner of the building suffer
ing the least. C. C. Pemberton will 
suffer some loss, the amount of which 
is not at present known, while Charles 
D. Miller, who had a drafting office in 
the building, sustained a loss of about 
$250 in instruments and plans, etc. The 
most valuable that Mr. Miller had in 
the place was a tracing of the Repub
lic of Mexico, from which he was mak
ing prints and which he valued at $400 
was saved by his son, Robert Miller,” 
who went .up the fire escape in the rear 
of the building and placed it in a place 
where the water could not reach it.

No insurance was carried by Messrs. 
Keith, Rochfort or Miller.

The building was bought about two 
years ago by T. N. Hibben & Co. from 
D. W. Higgins for about $55,000, and 
within six months they were offered 
$85,000 for it, but preferred to keep it 
for their own use. It was erected for 
the Colonist by Mr. Higgins In 1882, 
and was occupied by that paper until 
1897, when it moved into its present 
quarters. When it was erected it was 
one of the finest buildings in the city. 
Building was cheap in those days, and 
it was put up for a little over, $15,000, 
the land costing $11,000.

The building has undergone improve
ments since it was erected, and Hibben 
& Co. carried $15,200 insurance on it. On 
their stock and plant the firm carried 
insurance as follows: The Manitoba 
Assurance Co., $1,000, Conyers db Co.; 
Phoenix Assurance Co., $1,000, B. C. 
Land & I. Co.; Hartford■ Insurance Co., 
$500, Turner, Beeton Co.; Phoenix In
surance Co., $760, Matson & Coles; the 
London Assurance Corporation, $500, 
Wm. Monteith; Phoenix Assurance Co.,' 
$500, B. C. Land & In. Co.; Phdenix In
surance Co., $250, Matson & Colee; to
tal, $4,500.

G. Hibben & Co. had on hand a large 
stock of finished boxes for their vari
ous customers, .some of which were to 
have been delivered this morning. The 
firm will resume Immediately, and will

(From Friday's Daily.)
Eleven fires within 17 hours, eight of 

^«vhlch were unmistakably of incendiary 
origin and another of which was also 
apparently due to the same cause, Is 
Victoria's record 
evening and noon to-day. Only one 
oi the fires, one of those of Incendiary 
origin, did any great damage, 
one broke out in 
building, owned by T. N. Hibben & Co. 
In which was located that firm’s paper 
box factory, E. A. Morris's cigar store, 
the Fairview Greenhouse sale place, 
Landsberg's curio store, the real es
tate office of C. C. Pemberton, the

A special meeting of the executive 
cohimittee of the Canadian Club was 
held yesterday afternoon In the rooms 
of the Tourist Association at which a 
most important proposal was dis
cussed. Something has been said in 
the newspapers about holding a pa
geant in the city of Victoria for the 
purpose of taking the place of the Em
pire Day celebration, but nothing of 
a very definite nature has been sug
gested as to the programme. In fact, 
pageants are not very well understood 
In this country, for the reason that, 
very few have had the opportunity of 
witnessing what in its most .modern 
form is something quite new. The re
cent revival in Great Britain of the 
historical pageant has become quite in
fectious and has set more than one of 
our citizens thinking on the subject.

It appears that R. E. Gosnell, vriio 
witnessed successful performances in 
England, became thoroughly Imbued 
with the possibilities of a celebration 
of the same nature on this coast, and 
some time ago wrote to the secretary 
of the Canadian Club here suggesting 
the advisability of considering Its feasi
bility and after deliberation It was 
decided to ask Mr. Gosnell to address 
the executive on the subject, which he 
did yesterday afternoon at the meet
ing, in question. Mr. Gosnell was seen 
by the Times this morning and asked 
as to the nature of the celebration pro
posed. Since seeing and hearing so 
much about them in England, the Idea, 
,he said, had taken strong hold in his 
mind as a feature to be developed in 
British Columbia, and in an interview 
in the Province of Vancouver upon his 
return had put it forward. A letter 
written to a friend In^Vancoifver about 

Ahe same time on the same subject had 
also been published In the News-Ad
vertiser; but It was something that re
quired a good deal of public ventila
tion to make It take root. However 
being natutally very much Interested 
ir, such proposals he was resolved, he 
said, not to let it go by the board until 
at least the public had an opportunity 
of Judging, of Its merits.

“To appeal to the popular Imagina
tion, it must be on a grand scale or 
not at va.ll,” said Mr. Gosnell. “There 
are pageants and pageants and, there
fore, for the purposes of, and within 
the limits of an appropriation for a 
local 24th of May celebration, it could 
not be made sufficiently impressive or 
speculative.®*"

As stated in a letter by Mr. Gosnell 
to Mr. Clarke, the secretary of the 
Canadian . Club, we are now, In this 
province, entering upon a series of 
interesting anniversaries—the hun
dredth of the' exploration of the river 
that bears his name by Simon Fraser, 
the fiftieth of the gold discovery on the 
Fraser river and the formation, of the 
two colonies of Vancouver Island and 
British Columbia under direct imperial 
control, and the twenty-fifth of the 
completion of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway In 1885. Several important ones, 
those of the coming of Vancouver and 
Mackenzie and the meeting of the 
first legislature of Vancouver Island, 
have been allowed to go by.

Thfe proposal is to hold one celebra
tion next or the following year which 
will combine the whole series, and dp it 
on a comprehensive scale and la an 
effective way. The idea of submitting 
the proposal for the consideration of 
the Canadian Club is not that that 
body should become responsible for 
it, but that the members might have 
an opportunity in a preliminary way 
ot deliberating upon it as a scheme, 
and expressing an opinion thereon as 
an introduction to public notice. In 
a national sense, it has the same gen
eral interest as, for instance, the ter
centenary of the founding of Quebec, 
and should appeal even more strongly 
to the members than the latter, as be
ing local. Every word spoken by Mr. 
Mackenzie King at the recent 
luncheon applied with equal force in 
favor of a historical pageant In this 
province.

For fear there should be some mis
apprehension as to what is proposed, 
Mr. Gosnell outlined the main features 
as they suggest themselves to his 
mind. The Idea would be to review the 
entire history of the Pacific coast, the 
events of which lead up to the present, 
from the sighting of the Pacific by Bal
boa, from the heights of Panama, to the 
arrival of the first Empress, including 
the rounding of the Cape by Magellan, 
the landfall of Drake, the arrival of the 
Spaniards on this coast' prior to Cook, 
the anchoring of the latter famous 
navigator at Nootka, the meeting of 
Quadra and Vancouver at the 
place in 1792, the overland coming of 
Mackenzie, the coming of Lewis and 
Clark, and the Astor party, the blowing 
up of the Tonquin, the founding of 
Fort Vancouver and Fort Victoria, the 
arrival of gold miners, etc. A good 
many of these could be represented by 
tableaux at night with gorgeous ef

fect, but, having a suitable campus, the 
main events might be presented In the 
afternoon with the usual stage ar
rangement, costumes, scenery, libretto 
and musical score. One grand feature 
for the evening would be a procession 
of phantom ships from the time of Co
lumbus, at intervals, demonstrating the 
development of sea power on this 
coast. This could be done on a stage 
or on the water.

Such a celebration, as at St. Albans, 
coaid easily occupy a week. There the 
grand stand was crowded at every per
formance, the chief seats costing a 
guinea, and graded down to 2s. 6d. It Is 
not necessary to refer to the Instruc
tive nature of such a performance. One 
learned more of the early history of 
England In a way that Impressed it 
upon the Imagination, in an afternoon, 
than in volumes of history written 
however attractively. And

:(Tr<ym Friday’s Daily.)
No *ew develfléoîeHts in the rate war 

between th# €. P. R. and the Inland Navi- 
Oganpany were reported to-dàÿ, 
siep %jBgüuwi»Éty having decided on 
: QflpBrii mere. 
oSBTjàiJ*. Tr»u, and B. W. 

Greer wenfrtt» Seattle yesterday, but it is 
understood'thAt their mission was to con
fer with Manager. tiUpbee,*of the Pacific 
Coast Steamship Company, in connection 
with the acquisition of pier A, at Seattle, 
as a C. P. Rt sÇeapaçr dock.

When asked itUi! jyfmpany would maî^e 
any further cu^iQ <herrâtes at preserk 
existing bet weep MCttle anaVtcteria and 
Seattle and Vancouver, Jeil)iu& Sreen, pre
sident of the Inland Company, said at Se
attle: “Not at present have we dçpided te 
lower the fares. We do net see any neces
sity for doing so.”

As the rates now stand, the C. P. R. has 
a fare of 50 cents each” way Çet 
toria and Seattle, a fare of il between 
Seattle and Vancouver, but net returning, 
and a fare of $2.50 ea^h way between Vic
toria and Vancouver. The Inland Naviga
tion Company charge $1 each way be
tween Victoria and Vancouver by way ef 
Seattle, or $1 from the latter city to Van
couver each xyay, and 50 cents each way* 
between Seattle and Victoria.

Since the war spread from the Seattle 
run to the Vancouver route it is impos
sible to estimate the amount of business 
each company is doing. At the present 
time they are evidently both making 
money, all the steamers employed in the 
ferry business carrying large crowds, but 
both companies realize that continuing in 
this way will never bring about an end of 
the struggle.

Rumors of every conceivable description 
have been circulated during the last few 
days in Vancouver and the Sound cities. 
A report to the effect that the new 
Union steamship Cariboo, due shortly, 
would be chartered by the Inland Naviga
tion Company for a Victoria and Vancou
ver service brought forth: a prompt denial 
from the Union officials. Action on the 
part of the railroads running from Seattle 
to Vancouver is daily expected In the way 
of meeting the cut made on the steamship 
route. . x
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sung.
with erchestral accompaniment, by all 
present.

wareroomg of J. Howard A, Chapman, 
commission agent, W. D O. Rochfort 
and J. C. M. Keith, architects, and 
Charles D. Miller’s drafting office. The 
total loss is hard to estimate but is 
upwards of $50,000, of which $20,000 la 
borne by E. A. Morris, $15,000 by Hib
ben & Co., on building, plant and stock, 
and upwards of $5,000 by Mr. Chapman. 
The B. C. Telephone Company also suf
fered several hundred dollars dam
ages to their cables. The other losses 
were all of small amount. All the 
larger losses were covered to a certain 
extent by insurance, although the 
smaller ones were not.

The other fires of" lAcendiary origin 
included one in the building at 1118 
Langley occupied by J. T. L. Meyer; 
one at the rear of 526-30 Bastion street, 
occupied by Baxter & Johnston; one 
upstairs in the Metropolitan building, 
corner Courtney and Government 
streets; one in Major W. Ridgway Wil
son’s office in the Burnes’ building, 
Bastion street; one in the drying kiln 
of Weller’s furniture factory on Hum
boldt street, one in the alleyway 
near Chancery Chambers, and one In 
the office of G. Carter & Son.

The three fires, which were clear
ly not due to any wrong cause, 
were at the Lowenberg warehouse on 
Wharf street and at the works of “My 
Wardrobe,” 1305 Government street, 
Immediately above the Bismarck 
saloon and a small one on Herald 
street.

In addition to to-day’s incendiary 
fires the brigade has had to quench two 
others of the 
week. One of these was the fence to 
the rear of the Metropolitan building 
on Courtney street, and the other in
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4GENTLEMAN IN PARIS

BUT BRUTE IN CHIN4

Terrible Indignities Suffered 
By French Woman Who 

Married Chinaman.

■as a means 
of drawing the public it is not only 
novel but a powerful magnet.

An historical pageant has several ob
vious advantages over any other form 
of entertainment now in vogue. Agri
cultural exhibitions for instance have 
become hackneyed, and are always ex
pensive compared with results. A page
ant interests a great many persons lo
cally, especially the ladies, who form 
an important factor, in preparing cos
tumes and rehearsing for the choruses 
and the dialogue. At least the services 
of 500 persons could be utilized. It 
would bring together a large number of 
Indians, many of whom would be par
ticipants. It could be repeated in 
oral cities of the coast, in fact, it Is 
an event in which there could be co-op
eration among, these cities. Vancouver 
for instance might take charge of the 
land scenes and Victoria the water

■ <

\
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A dizillusioned Parisienne who mar
ried a Chinaman is now suing before 
the Paris court for a divorce.

The respondent is a certain Hsing- 
ling, whose father sjyne years ago was 
Chinese minister in Paris, The son, who 
was

Sev
an attache at the legation, was re

ceived in good society. He made the 
acquaintance of the woman who is 
now petitioning for a divorce and 
sought her hand in marriage. Her 
family objected, but ultimately their 
scruples were overcome, arid the pair 
were married in the autumn of 1902.

While in Europe Hsingling

scenes.
Moreover, it would be of internation

al interest, and through the interven
tion of the local and Dominion govern
ments, might be participated iri by of
ficial representatives of Great Britain, 
the United States, Russia, Spain and 
Mexico, all of whom were interested ât 
one time or another in the settlement 
of boundaries on this coast. There 
might even be a man of war of each 
of these nations. With the co-opera» 
tlon of the C. P. H, whose anniversary 
in 1910 could be celebrated, Immense 
crowds from all parts of the continent • 
would be drawn hither.

No monuments to the pioneers of this 
coast have ever been erected, at least 
on any adequate scale. The proceeds, 
which would be considerable, would be 
devoted to erecting bronze statues to, 
among others, Cook, Vancouver, Qua
dra, Mackenzie. These could be un
veiled, one at Victoria, one at Vancou
ver, and so on as decided upon, the 
ceremony of unveiling In eac* case be
ing part of the programme. "I have 
not spoken of Fraser," was addqd, “be
cause the people of New Westminster , 
are specially celebrating . his anniver
sary this year, and intend erecting a 
monument" *

The Initial expenses would be con
siderable, but not great as compared 
with’the holding of one agricultural ex
hibition. It would be principally in
volved in the material for costumes, 
the services of a secretary, of a pro
fessional stage manager, the services 
of a conductor and a dramatic instruc
tor, fire displays, the erection of scen
ery, and the cost of libretto and mu
sical score, for which two latter there 
might, be competition with substantial 
prizes offered open to the world. We 
might naturally look to the C. P. R. 
and Hudson’s Bay Company, the" muni
cipal, local and federal governments 
and others for substantial contribu
tions. The making of costumes, tbs 
choruses and other dramatic work 
would be a labor of love among local 
enthusiasts, as has been the case in 
England, affording an opening for the 
exercise of much latefit skill and tal
ent.

As to the best time in which to hold 
it, next year during the Seattle-Yukon " 
exposition would afford an admirable 
opportunity, but there is hardly time 
in which to make arrangements. As an 
alternative, it is suggested that Empire 
Day in 1910 should give way to it, the 
24th of May being in every way most 
seasonable so far. as Victoria is con
cerned.

Mr. Gosnell said that the foregoing 
is more in the line of suggestion than 
in detail, but if the idea were more 
fully developed he would be pleased, If 
desired, to go more fully Into a work
ing programme. There was a number 
of other persons in the city and prov
ince who could make valuable sugges
tions. In the end, all of these would 
have to be crystallized lnt<f what would 
be practicable histronically by a pro
fessional, who would judge of the pro
portions, the settings, the situations, 
and appropriate climaxes.

As the result of what Mr. Gosnell had 
to say on the* subject, a resolution was 
adopted expressing approval of the 
scheme and commanding it to the con
sideration of the members generally.

was a
model husband, but a year or so àfter- 
the marriage he was recalled to Pekin, 
his wife accompanying him. Mme. 
Hsingling found life there not at all to 
her liking. Her husband, Immediately 
he set foot in China, became metamor
phosed. He shed his European 
ners, so to speak, and, according to his 
wife’s account, from a courtly, digni
fied gentleman . he became 
Oriental. According to her statement* 
she suffered unspeakable indignities. 
She was locked up in a room and kept 
prisoner. Ultimately, after some months 
of confinement, she contrived to com
municate with the French legation, 
and after a period of lengthy negotia
tions her release was obtained.

As It was feared an attempt would 
be made to kidnap her, she left Pekin 
under an escort provided by the lega
tion, and this guard saw her safely on 
board a steamer at Shanghai. There is 
a baby in the case, and the wife is 
seeking the custody of the child.

Judgment was reserved.

THE WOMEN OF 
MANY LANDS

were

iI
man-Shortly after 1 o’clock a fire was 

started in the' alley back of the Chan
cery chambers and following this there 
was a small fire on Herald street which 
however did not amount to much, only 
sbme plants belngt destroyed. In the 
former case suspicion attaches to a 
man seen Just before It was detected 
in, a box of straw.

The police are keeping a sharp look 
out In the hope of catching the person 
or persons responsible for the incen
diary work. One suspect was gathered 
in this forenoon, but several fires have 
occurred since that time.

Isame character this a brutalabout
STRONG PLEA MADE

by miss a. Sw Murcutt
• * -Hi I.

;V —-r-rti, .

Victoria Theatre Crowded Last 
Night to Hear 

Address.

the of the B, C."®Ieetriçr, 
Light Company on Langley street, The 
first of these occurred Wednesday 
night and the 
morning. In the case of the Tues
day morning fire, attempt at inceniar- 
ism, a fire had been built under an 
automobile store in the place by . the 
Plimley Automobile Company.

The first of the incendiary fires 
currëd about 8:30 last evening when 
the brigade was called to the rear of 
Baxter & Johnston’s business- place, 
626-30 Bastion street, next the board of 
trade building and directly opposite 
the court house. The brigade discov
ered a box of rubbish burning at the 
back door of the place, but a stream 
irom the cemical put it out. This was 
clearly an attempt at incendiarism.

Shortly after this the brigade 
called to 1118 Langley street, the build
ing occupied by J. T. L. Meyer and 
others. Mr, Meyer was going into his 
office about 9 o’clock when he noticed 
a small blaze among some fire wood in 
the rear of the hallway downstairs. 
He had no means of fighting the fire 
and so summoned the brigade. By the 
time the firemen arrived the floor had 
burned through into the basement 
which was used by Robert Croft 
tea warehouse. It did not take the 
brigade long to master this fire. Be
sides nominal dim age to the building 
several chests of tea were damaged or 
burned, entailing a loss of about $50. 
No other cause but incendiarism 
be given for this fire.

The third call came in shortly after 
1 o'clock this morning to a fire in the 
drying kiln of Weller's furniture fac
tory on Humboldt street. The fire had 
gained considerable headway before It 
was
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Filling the Victoria theatre until 
even standing room was unobtainable, 
a large and representative gathering 
of temperance workers and supporters 
assembled last night at the closing 
rally of the Women’s Çhristlan Tem
perance Union. The proceedings were 
both interesting and enjoyable, an ex
cellent musical programme and an Il
lustrated lecture dealing with “Women 
of Many Lands” being the chief fea
tures.
.Mayor Hall occupied the chair and,
A the opening of the rally, called upon 
the city band to render the fantasia To-day is the one hundredth birthday 
"International" which was received of Mrs. Elizabeth Daniels of this city, 
with enthusiasm Two selections by and the lady arrlves at her centenary 
the First Presbyterian church quartette .
and a selection, "Queen of the Earth,” with her Acuities as unimpaired as 
sung by Mrs. Vermilyea, followed and they were fifty years ago. She is to- 
were received with much applause. day hale and hearty and takes her

The lecturer was introduced by Mayor daily walks as she did in her younger
Hall. ref£rr?n i? the »reat Part days. She can see, hear and carry on
that the W. C. T. U. was taking in . , „ , ,
the affairs of the nation. As one who her daI^ avocations as usual, and the 
had, all his life studied the ill-effects greater pfÿrt of her time Is still taken 
of the liquor traffic, he had always been up with her sewing and reading. The 
an advocate of temperance. The elderly lady Is still able to thread her 
women, concluded the Mayor, have own needles for her work, 
more at stake in the fight for temper- „
ance than the men-folk, and he wa* She was born at Titisal1 Hall> Nor" 
delighted to see the success that was England, exactly one hundred
attending their efforts. years ago and was before her marriage

In opening her lecture, Miss Murcutt Miss Elizabeth Street. Her parents 
said that the present was the day of died while she was still young and the
women who were corning to their own ~ -, ____ » .
in all enlightened nations. For a num- flrat flfty"flve years o£ her Ilfe were 
her of years there had been a con- sP®nt in England. After having cross- 
troversy over the question of whether ed the half century, however, the lady 
the male or female child had most commenced her travels, and In 1863 
brains at birth, but recently scleritiflc came with her husband and other 
research had showed that there was members of the family to Ontario, 
no difference between the sexes. So Thirty-five years later her husband 
that If a man or woman attained to died and the following year (1889) she 
superior position among their fellows came west to Victoria with her only 
it was not' due to pre-natal gifts -but jptrviving son, Richard Daniels, with 
to development of the intellect. > 'whom she now resides at 541 Niagara

Woman was coming into her ojriC street 
Miss MUrcutt declared, and the "flay Mrs. Daniels is not a believer in. 
when the spinster had to choose be- medicines, and has not taken any dur- 
tween the opprobious designation of ing the last sixty years, to which she 
“old maid” or marriage was already partly ascribes her long life and pres- 
passlng. A girl could earn $40 to $70 ent health and activity, 
a month at the present time and had To-day the aged lady is receiving the 
no need to accept the first offer of mar- congratulations of her many friends on 
riage that came her way. (Laughter), attaining the remarkable age and wlsfa- 
Miss Murcutt said that she probably ing her many more years, 
espoused the cause of the old maids 
because a "fellow-feeling” made her 
wondrous kind, at which sally the aud
ience applauded vigorously.

“I read in the law regarding voting,” 
continued the speaker, “that all per
sons who have attained the age of 21 
years were entitled to a vote. Imme
diately after this I saw a qualification,
“That women and lunatics were not 
considered as persons.” (Laughter).
Pointing at the Mayor, Miss Murcutt 
playfully added : “Behold the 
sons.”

A further outburst of laughter and 
applause had scarcely subsided when 
Miss Murcutt added, “Yet to judge by 
the returns, at times, one would think 
that It was the lunatics who had done 
the voting.”

The speaker declared herself as 
strongly supporting the movement to 
secure the enfranchisement of women
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Committee Decides on Loca

tions Which Will Be Sub
mitted to the Board.was

Mrs. Elizabeth Daniels is Re
ceiving Congratulations 

of Friends.
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:|Chairman George Jay, of the board of 

school trustees, and Trustee A. B. Mc
Neill, who were appointed by the board 
to select school sites in the northern as 
well as In the southeastern portion of the 
city, have completed the purchases in 
both cases, and their choice will likely be 
endorsed at a special meeting of the 
board to be held next Wednesday even
ing. The site In the northern portion of 
the city on which a school will be erected 
this year comprises 16 lots, of a total area 
of about 21 acres. The lots, which are 
part of block 5, have a frontage of 480 
feet each on Princess street and Queen's 
avenue and of 240 feet on Chambers street. 
The price paid was $8,900, the deal being 
put through by D. McIntosh.

The site selected in the southeastern 
portion of the city Is located at the cor
ner of Moss street and Fairfield road and 
consists of about two acres, the price paid 
for it being $6,800. It is not proposed to 
erect a school on this property for some 
time to come at least, but the board con
sidered it wise to secure a site for a school 
in that rapidly growing section of the city 
before the property is all sold off in sep
arate lots for homes, after which a loca
tion for a school would be difficult to ob
tain.

The figures at which the sites were se
cured are considered most reasonable and 
will leave a good margin for the erection 
of the new school in the northern portion 
of the city. The amount voted by the 
ratepayers for the new school and the 
sites was $70,000. The cost of the sites is 
$16,700, so that $54,300 is available for the 
erection of a ten room building in the 
northern portion of the city. The erection 
of this school will be taken up at the 
meeting next Wednesday evening.

as a

can
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discovered,
called. In the building, which 
one-story one, was stored between 25,- 
000 and 30,000 feet of lumber in the 
cess of drying. Owing to the way lum
ber is piled for this purpose, the boards 
being laid one on top of another, 
about an inch apart, it was found very 
difficult to get water onto the fire. At 
times the fire threatened the factory 
proper, but, thanks to the good work 
of the fire brigade, this was prevented. 
In fighting this fire two streams from 
the Waterous engine and one line of 
hose from a hydrant, as well as the 
chemical, were used, 
to get the fire 
lumber stored in the kiln 
at $4,500, but much of it 

According to the firm, the heat used 
in drying is only 115 degrees and even 
this had been shut off at 6 o’clock last 
evening, so that there was no chance 
of the fire having been due to this 
cause. The heat in the kiln at the time 
of the fire would not have been

4and the brigade 
was a

pro- 7

It took an hour 
under control. The same

was valued 
was saved.

FOR HOSPITAL.

(From Friday’s Daily. )
The treasurer of the Provincial Royal 

Jubilee hospital to-day received the 
following communication from a gen
tleman who was recently an inmate 
and has just returned to his home in 
England:

?more
than normal. The only explanation is' 
that the kiln was set on fire.

The next fire was discovered about 5 
o’clock in the Metropolitan building, 
corner of Courtney and Government 
streets. Here a fire had been kindled 
against the door of John Arbuthnot’s 
private office and burned through the 
floor in the United States consulate. 
This fire was also discovered in good 
time and the brigade was able-to pro- 

, cent serious damage, although by the 
hme it arrived the fire had eaten 
through the door into Mr. Arbuthnot’s 
office. This was a case of incendiar
ism beyond question.

The next alarm was to the old Colon
ist building, 1118-22 Government street, 
he upper story of which was completë- 
> destroyed, entailing a heavy loss on 

account of building and contents, by 
a’er aa well as by fire. The top story 

uiKk6 building .was occupied by T. N. 
oben & Co., the owners of the butld-

DEATH’S HAND. A QUIET WEDDING.

Miss Ferguson and Mr. J. A. Anderson 
United in Marriage.

The death occurred on Friday at 
the family residence, Boleskin road, of 
Alexander Davidson. The deceased was 
born in Montrose, Scotland, and was 
80 years of age. He was a veteran of 
the Crimean war- and also served un
der General Smith, in the Indian mu
tiny, being attached to the Third Dra
goon Guards. He has been a resident 
of Victoria for the past twenty-seven 
years. For a number of years he had 
held the position of messenger in the 
Bank of British Columbia before it 
amalgamated with the Canadian Bank 
of Commerce. The funeral will take 
place on Tuesday afternoon at 2:15 
o'clock from the late residence and at 
3 o’clock from the Reformed Episcopal 
church. All friends are requested to be 
present. No flowers by request.

"Penhale," Trur.o, England.
Dear Sir,—In gratitude for the bene

fits received during my stay In your 
hospital I enclose a cheque value £10 
($48.60) as a donation to its fund.

Yours truly,
C. DAVIES GILBERT.

The directors of the hospital 
greatly gratified at the generous man
ner in which Mr. Gilbert has paid trH 
bute to the value of the Institution.

(Prom .Friday's Daity.)
A quiet home wedding took place at the 

residence of Mr. and Mrs. William H. 
Ferguson, Saanich road. On Wednesday 
evening, when their daughter, Miss 
Rachel Lydia, was united in marriage to 
Mr. James Alexander Anderson, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Anderson, RuSeell 
street, Victoria West.

The groom was supported by Mr. Clif
ford Ferguson, and Miss Beatrice Fer
guson attended the bride. Mr. and Mrs. 
Anderson on their return from a honey
moon trip to the Sound will make their 
home in Victoria West. The Rev. D. Mac- 
Rae, of St. Paul’s church, Victoria West, 

i performed the ceremony.

h» m
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per-

—The marriage of Alexander Mc
Laren and Mias Wlnnltred Elizabeth 
Sharpe took place Tuesday afternoon, 
Rev. A. E. Roberts officiating, 
happy couple, who were accompanied 
by the bride’s mother, returned to Se
attle last evening en route for a trip to 
Eastern points.
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