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Candlemas, 2nd February. Purification of the Virgin, a ceremony 
bably engrafted on the Ragan-Roum one. The popular name is devhed 
from the ceremony of the Church of Rome, blessing candles by the clem 

. ^<1. their distribution among the people, by whom they were af evwards
1 °arr'«d hghted in solemnprocession. In some countries' it was eus Zm 

on this day for school children to present small sums of money t tl,e?r 
teacher. It is a holiday in the Church of England.

OU» * Shsove Tjjtouv, 2ist February. So named frem the ancient pmctice 
* IV V* ™ the Church of Rom < of confessing sins and being sAtired, that is, obtain-
* ing absolution 1 he old English custom of eating pan cakes was observed

on this day ; thus the popular name, “ Pancake Tuesday ”
Ash Wkdnesday 32nd February. The first in Lent, so called from the 

ancient practice in the Church of Rome, of sprinkling the worshippers " l 
ashes as a reminder that they were but dust and ashes. 1 F

St. Valhntins s Day, 14th February. A ceremony of ancient Romo 
heid in connection with the Lupercali* feasts, when the names of you m
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