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THE WEATHER.

Southwest winds and
very warm, local
thunderstorms tonight
Thursday, wester-
ly winds, fair and
cooler.
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CENTRAL COMMISSION
 HELD SHORT SESSION

No Evidence Taken This Morning but Commission
Adjourned Until This Afternoon--F. B. Carvell’s
) Request for Longer Adjournment Refused.

THE CENTRAL RAILWAY COMMISSION AND COUNSEL -

In the above picture which was takenat Minto by the Telegraph staff photogr-
« pher on Friday last, reading from left to right, the commissioners are Fulton Me-
" Dougall, of Moncton; Judge Landry, president, and A. I. Teed, of St. Stephen.

amount of money received by the com-

.H. A. Powell, K.C, counsel to the
" president. :

The - commissioners appointed by the
provincial government to investigate cer-

tain  mattérd copnected with the Central
Rghsegie s T : 3 3
v held their first meeting in St.
John this morning ih the Admiralty Court
room, bugsley Building.
No evidence ‘was taken, however, and
« ”4he - session - which  lasted barely half -an
hour wasioccupied in hearing an applica-
tion from F. B. Carvell, M. P,, for a post-
_ponement in order that he might be pres-
ent as representative for the New Bruns-
wick Coal & Railway Co. The request
was refused, ‘but an adjournment was
made until 2 o’clock to permit M. G.
Teed, K. C., who appeared for Mr. Car-
vell, to look into the act, and the evi-
dence taken at Fredericton, so that he
might appear in place of Mr. Carvell.
His Honor Judge Landry presided and
the other commissioners, A. 1. Teed, of St.
Stephen, and Fulton McDougal, of Mone-
ton, were present along with H. A. Pow-
ell, counsel to the commissioners.
C. N. Skinner, K. C., E. C. Elkin, W.
C. Heinler, manager of the road, and H.
¥. Fowler, acountant at Norton, were
present as witnesses.
. His Honor Judge Landry, in opening the
gession, said this was virtually the first
session of the commission, for while they
had taken some evidence at Fredericton
in private, the records of such were open
for inspection. The meeting would be
open 1o the public, and witnesees could,
if the desired, be represented by coun-
sel.
M. G, Teed, K. C., said he had re-
coived a telegram from F. B. Carvell,
M. P., stating that he had been retained
—to represent the New Brunswick Ceal &
Railway Company, and as he was unahle
to be pretent, he wished him (Mr. Teed)
to ask for a postponement uniil he conld
- appear. Mr. Tced suggested that an ad-
journment might be made until after the
prorogation of parliament, which would
probabiy be next weck.
AMr. Powell opposed an adjournment on
the ground that if Mr. Carvell could
not be present he could get good coun-

cel in St. John who could aitend in bis
“place. :
Aftor a conference between the com-

missioners, Ilis Xlonor announced that
they felt that they could not accede to

commissioners, 1 standing behind the

Mr. Carvell’s request.”” It would: be im-
possible to make adjournments for ev-
ery lawyer who could not attepd. There
was a great deal of work to do, and they
should get over it as soon as possible.
The minutes of the meetings would be
drawn by a stenographer and transcribed
as quickly as possible, so that- all the
evidence would ‘be available for' Mr. Car-
vell or any one else intérested as soon
as possible,

His Honor said he had also had a re-
quest from Hon. Mr. Pugsley asking for
an adjournment until a later date; but
he had replied he could not see his. way
clear to accede, and the minister had not
prressed for an adjournment.

Mr, Teed pressed for an adjournment
at least until tomorrow morning so that
he could confer with Mr. Carvell.

Mr. Powell took strong objection to any
delay. It looked very suspicious, he
thought, to have such an application from
Mr. Carvell and he thought it was not a
boni-fide request but only for the pur-
pose of delay. The N. B. Coal and Rail-
way Company knew that the session was
to be held on this date and there was no
need of delay when there were plenty of
lawyers just as good as Mr. Carvell, avail-
able.

The commissioners decided not to ac-
ccde to Mr. Carvell’s request.

A. P. Barnhill, K.C., announced ' that
he had been retained to represent  the
late commissioners of the railway. He had
decided in view of his connection with
the road to take no part in the affair,
but he had received a telegram from
George McAvity asking him to act, and
as they evidently depended on him he
would look after their interests.

Mr. Powell said he could see no objec-
tion to Mr. Barnhill representing the late
commissioners.

Mr. Powell then called C. N. Skinner as
the first witness but at this point Mr.
Teed again arose and said that in view
of their determination not to accede to
Mr. Carvell’s request, he felt that he
chould act in his stead and he requested
an adjournmert until 2 o'clock in order
that he might look over the act, and
the evidence taken at Fredericton.

After a consultation between the com-
missioners it was decided to adjourn un-
til 2 o’clock, Mr. Powell asenting.

WANT PROHIBITION LAW FOR
PROVINGE OF NEW BRUNSWICK

1. 0. G. T. Grand Lodge
Calling Upon Governm
cite on the Question.

Passes Strong Resolution
ent to Authorize a Plebis-

Moncton, N. B., July 8—(Special).—De-

puty Minister of Railways Butler, accom-
'pani("d by his family, passed through
this morning to Chester, N. 8., where

+hey will spend scme weeks.

The electicn of ofticers and adoption
of reports on the state of the order and
pulitical work occupied the closing session
of the Grand Lodge 1. O. G. T. here this
morning.

On a clause in the report of the com-
mittee on political acticn recommending
the introduction by the provincial gov-

ernment of a prohibitery measure there
was much discussion and alco on that
section advieing the extension of political
equality to women. ‘

The repcrt was as follows:—*First—We
recommend that this grand lodge ¢ndorse

the action alrcady taken by the Kent-
orthumberland district division of the
ons of Temperance that the question of

ppovincia’ prohibition be before the next

session of the legislature, submitted to a
vote of the electorate with the distinet
understanding that if the majority of
those polling decided in favor of prohibi-
ticn, the provncial government shall in-
trodice at the next session of the legis-
lature as a government measure an act
to carry into effect the will of the pco-

ENORMOUS PROFITS IN THE
DREDGING OF THIS HARBOR
BY DOMINION DREDGING CO

Has the Federal Government Made the Company a Gift of a
Dredge and $88,000--Startling Figures Based on State-
ments Made by Dr. Pugsley and the St. John Globe.

Has the federal government made the
Dominion Dredging Co. a gift of a dredge
and $83,000?

This qyuestion is suggested by some cal-
culations based upon statements made by
the St. John Globe in May last, and other
statements made in parhament last week
by Hen Dr. Pugsley. ;

Ever since the Globe’s article appear-
e the Times has awaited with much in-
terest the supplemenfary  statementsy
which Dr. Pugsley/ hag just made, and
which make it possible to compare what
the Dominion Dredging'{o. paid out with
what it has received.‘:;

From the ministgr’a‘fét_a,hment it ap-
pears that the compap& teceived for ten
months work in St.'John harbor the sum
of $374,159.20. e

From statements’ made by the Globe
and' Dr. Pugsley it appears that the com-
pany’s whole outlay, inéliding the cost
of the dredge, was 8,875

If these figures are correet, the company
pot only got back the whole cost of the
dredge, including duty and repairs, but
1eceived in addition $87,284.20 in cash.

There is of course no questign about the

pany for the ten months work. Dr.
Pugsley states that it received $340,885.20
for work at Rodney slip, and $33,264 for
work at the I. C. R. berth. This makes
a- total of $374,159.20.

To get at the company's outlay it is
receseary first to learn the cost of the
dredge. The cost is not stated, but the
duty on dredges is 25-per cemt, and Dr.
Pugsley says the duty paid on the Dom-
:‘nion was $26,375. This is 25 per cenf of
e
T. in New Brunswick has made ‘encourag-

&ﬁe méfabetship n'?w mmm,mt%e f!otrn
830 073, X " éity
7B Ao On the whole
there is every reason to believe that the
cause of temperance throughout the pro:
vince is in a more healthy condition than
ever before and in bringing about this
state of affairs, the 1.0.G.T. under a suc-
cession of able and hard working leaders
has a oonsiderable influence. It is now
-high time New Brunswick had a prohibi-
tion law, eaid the report.

On motion of J. Barry Allen and Rev.
Wm. Allen, it was unanimously resolved
that the Grand Lodge endorse the pre-
vious action taken by the New Brumswick
Temperance Federation and express their
desire to heartily co-operate with them
in future efforts to procure a prohibitory
law in this province and further resolved
to recommend that the federation appoint
a committee to draft a prohibition law
which will commend itself to the temper-
ance people, the same to be submitted to
the government. ;

The election of officers proceeded with
and the only officer returned at twelve
o’clock was J. V. Jackson, elected Grand
Chief Templar for a second term.

A speeial meeting of the ghareholders
of the New Brunswick 'Petroleum Com-
pany, Ltd., which was to have been held
today in Moncton has been postponed un-

til Friday next at 4 pm. 1t is under-
stood the principal business of the meet-
ing will be the consideration of a propos-

lish syndicate to purchase the oil wells
in Westmoreland county and develope the
properties on an extensive scale.

NEWSPAPER MAN TO WED TODAY.

Otty L. Barbour, news editer of The
Sun left this morning for Moncton, whgre
he will be married this afternoon to Miss
Maisic Jamieson. Among the many wed-
ding presents received were a cut glass
water set from fellow workers on the
Sun and Star, and a handsome solid sil-
ver service from .the Sun Printing Com-
pany. Handeome gifts were also rcqelved
from the Park Hotel and many friends
with whom the prospective groom Wwos
desernedly popular.

BIG ROBBERY IN NEW YORK.

NewYork, July 8.—Loot valued at $25.-
000 was secured by safe blowers, who
early today drilled their way through a
twenty inch brick wall into the offices of
the Diamond Point Pen Company, in
Beekman street, and then shattered two
cafes with dynamite. The police have

PETROLEUM COMPANY |
MEETING P\STPONED. !

jtion made to the compauny by an Eng-‘

*| cord

]

$105,500, which shpuld therefore be the
cost of the dredgelitself. Add the duty,
anc the total coset of *the dredge landed
at St. John is $131,875. Now the Globe
¢f May 2nd. in the article referred to,
states that $10,000 was spent on repairs
on the derdge, while here, and that ano-
ther $4,000 or $5,000 was then about to be
spent. Add this $15,000 and you have
$146,875, as the total cost of dredge and
repairs. The only . other expenditure
would be the actual expenses of dredging,
such as fuel, wages, food for the crew,
cost of towing current repairs, etc. The
Globe’s article says this cost about $14,-
000 per month, which is’ beyond question
a very. liberal estimate. For ten months,
assuming she worked all the time, it
would be  $140,000. Add this to $146,875,
the -cost of the dredge and repairs, and
the total. expenditure by the company
would be $286,875, and they were paid
$374,159:20.

Nét profit in ten months one dredge
in good condition and $87,284.20.

Put in tabulated form it would appear
thus:
Receipts .. oo oo éo oo oo o $374,159.20

Expenditure:—

Dredge “.. .+« o5 «.$105,500
Duty .. i os es os 2036
Repairs .. .. oo o« 15000
Operating exp. 140,000

286,875.00

)

Profit (besides gift of, edge) -
Put in another ¥
Dredging Co., on
$131,875, made in
of - $219,159.20.

 Inmate of QGat
Refuge May €ome
\ Great Wealth.

&

Chatham, Ont., July 8 (Speecial).—A story
comes from the Kent county House of Ref-
uge that Richard Depew, who-was committed
to the house in 1904, is heir te'$9,000,000. De-
pew,. according to the story, backed by law-
yers, is the rightful owneér ef the town site
of the City of Delaware, Ohio. The Dela-
ware town site- was grants# to Depew’s
grandfather, but his rights were usurped by
others. Richard always knew of the owner-
ship, often speaking of it to his friends,
who laughed that a man claiming so much
should be poor and in a county house of
refuge However, a short time ago word came
from a firm of lawyers in Delaware, making
inquiry as to the heirs of the first Depew,
when Richard learned that he was the sole
heir. Since then the legal firm has been
looking after his rights, and expects to see
them satisfactorily settled ere long

RECEPTION TO PASTOR

There was a very pleasant gathering in
the echoolroom of Centenary
Church last evening when a reception was
tendered to the mew pastor, Rev. C. R.
Flanders and family, by the members of
the church and congregation.

Addresses of welcome were delivered by
Mayor Bullock, Rev. A. B. Cohoe, presi-
dent of the Evangelical Alliance; Rev.
Samuel Howard, president of the New
Bruswick and P. E. I. Methodist Con-
ference; Fred R. Murray, superintendent
of the Sunday School and G. Ernest Bar-
bour on behalf of the trustees.

Rev. Mr. Flanders addressed the gath-
¢ring, thanking them for kind reception
and in the course of his remarks referred
to the Centenary Church as one of the
finest church edifices from an architectu-

ral standpoint, that he had ever seen.
Mugsic was furnished by Miss Hea, Mrs.
(Dr.) Crockett, Harry H. Brown and
others. Refreshments were served and
a very pleasant social time was spent.

A phenomenon was observed in West Con-
(N. H.), on a recent morning. The
sun rose like a ball of fire while at the
same time the thunder pealed and the light-
ning flashed, and rain fell for the spaee of
a few seconds.

Lorain (0.), is boasting of the largest
fresh-water -drydock in the world. The dock
is 745 feet long and 125 feet wide, which is
wihin a few feet of the dimensions of the
new drydock at the League island navy yard.

no clue to the robbery.

|‘Bmmerson proposed this course and the

“of [mioney was voted for it. Why was the

Methodist |

was given without tender, at the same
price at which G. S. Mayes had a dredg-
ing contract in’that vicinity. The Times
has no data on which to base a calcula-
tion of Mr. Mayes' profits, but one of
his contracts ‘wae at 55 cents, compared
with 90 cents paid to the Dominion
Dredging Co. Mr. Mayes was able to re-
move 439,159 yards of material at 55
cents, which it must be assumed was not
unprofitable. = The question may fairly
be asked why Mr. Mayes was given 90
cents for his second contract, and why
the Dominion Dredging Company  was
given a large share of this work without
tender at 90 cents.

According to the statement submitted
to parliament by Dr. Pugsley, Mr. Moyes
removed 439,159 yards at 55c., and 230,343
vards at 90 cents; while the Dominion
Dredging Co. removed 393,494 yards at 90
cents. Thus there was removed ! alto-
gether 439,159 yards at 55 cents and 623,-

7 yards at 90 cents.

If nearly half a million yards could be
removed at 55 cents, why not the whole
million yards? :

It will be noted that the calculations
made are based, not on the statements
of government opponents, but on those
of Dr. Pugsley and the 8t. John Globe.

.. Naturally the question arises:—Why
did not the government buy a dredge to
do this work? In the spring of 1907 Mr.

ase not made? According to the

as_given by the Globe and Dr.
there has ‘been a colossal waste

;B‘li'..nmney in this business.

UR'S TRIP

He Spent Nearly $8000 on
His Last Visit to Europe

Ottawa, Ont.,. July 8—(Special).—Mr.
Borden, in the house today, corrected
the statement he made last night as to
the cost of the Grand Trunk Pacific.
In computing the interest charges for
seven years on the bonds guaranteed for
the mountain section he figured on a rate
of 3 per cent., whereas it should have
been 3 1-2, making $1,500,000 to be add-
ed to the total cost.

Chairman Geofferin moved the adop-
tion of the majority report of the com-
mittee which investigated the charges
made by Major Hodgins of over classi-
fication on the National Transcontin-
sental Railway. He held that the major
had completely.-retracted his charges as
made in the newspapers., and there was
nothing more to investigate.

Mr. Houghton Lennox moved an am-
endment that the report be not adopted,
but the investigation be continued in
order to demonstrate whether, as alleg-
ed, the people’s money is being worse
than wasted in the construction of the
eastern division. of the N. T. R. He
pointed outthat ' charges very much more
serious than those of Major Hodgins were
-made to the government by the engin-
eers of the G. T. Pacific Company.

In the public accounts committee today
Hon. Mr Brodeur, minister of marine,
told of his expenses to the colonial con-
ference and to Paris in connection with
the French treaty. He got an advance
of $2,000, and then used his own money,
_bemg reimbursed to the extent of $2,500
in Paris and $4,000 when coming home.
He thus received $8,500 in all and refund-
ed $680. He was three months in Lon-
don, where most of the hotel bills were
paid by the Imperial government, and
afterwards went to Paris and the Baltic.

Before the agricultural committee of
the commons, Mr. J. A. Ruddick, com-
missioner of agriculture and dairying, tes-
tified that the falling off in exports of
cheese and butter was due to increased
domestic eonsumption of these products.

SELF DENIAL.

First Chaffeur—What’s the matter
with you lately? You ain’t got no more
nerve than a motorman.

Second Chaffeur—Oh, I cut out the hit-
and-get away game during Lent.

THE TIMES NEW REPORTER

THE NOISE EXPLAINED.

ple as expressed at the polls, said act
to be along lines similar to that of the
P. . Island prohibition act. |

“Qocond—That no compromise m(-asure!
be accepted. : |

Third—That as one ef the best means |
of maintaining prohibition and otherwise |
uplifting and purifying the political and |
sacial life of the country we favor the;

extension of political equality to women. |
“(Signed) Michael Kelly, J. Barry Al-|
Jan, Lrnest 1. Bloodsworth, Henry Har- |
vey Stuart, Emma Killam.” i
The report was finally adopted. 1
The report on the state of the orderi
showed that during the year the I. O. G.

| no

ANXIOUS ENQUIRER:—The loud ex-
plosions heard at a late hour last night
were made by another old cannon yhat
wants be dug up, mounted, and d_escnhed
in tourist literatyre as a ‘‘Loyalist Can-

ey

2 @« @

A SMALL TROUT.

The break in the water main on the
Trafton farm today was caused by a
Loch Lomond trout, which got wedged
ih the pipe. This fact is stated for the
special benegi of anglers. It was evident-
ly a emaller trout than most of those

tuken from the lake itself, as one of
tirem could not be accommodated in an
ordinary water' main.

*

EASY WAY OUT OF IT.

Mr. Peter Binks says that if the city
eouneil will convert Wun Lung and Wun

* »

Gondy into dredges and get a govern-
ment contract it will not be necessary to
vut the harbor in commissicn. The profit

would build wharves at the rate of one
every six months.,
* - -

HARD ON THE PUBLIC.

The Central Railway commission

chould at least adjourn until after the
coutroversy between Dr. Pugsley and Mr.
1'lemming has been concluded. The pub-
lic needs time to breathe after witness-
ing this fierce and bloody encounter.

* »

A SILLY RUMOR.

The statement that Ald. Secully and
other advoeates of a bridge across the har-
bor connived at the effort to sink the
Ludlow in mid-harbor at noon to-day
i~ unworthy cf belief. Those gentlemen
rightly assume that the surest way to
get a bridge is to keep the Ludlow on and

*

ALL THE SIGNS POINTING
STRAIGHT T0 MR. BRYAN

Little Short of a Miracle Can Prevent His Nomin- |
ation by Democratic Convention at Denver---;
Predictions on Vice-Presidency all Conjecture. |

Denver, July 8.—It will be d.. ko
say which of the four principal divisions
of work before the Democratic National
Convention, which held its first session
here yesterday, held first place in the
interest of the delegates when they gath-
ered ‘early today for the second days
session, called to begin at noon. In the
foreground, however, tangled with the
cther matters and in a2 way involving
their ‘outcome, was the work of the com-
mittee on credentials, which sat all night
to hear the arguments for -and against
those who from various states had come
to contest the validity of the certification
under which groups of delegates held
their places on the temporary row pre-
pared by the National committee. The
importance of the result of the night’s

an’s nomination had become what may'l
have never questioned, a certainty. The
committee on resolutions and later the
sub-committee to which the platform was |
finally referred, had a protracted meeting !
last night.

The full commiftee remained in session
until after 1 a.m., and heard arguments in
favor of many proposed planks, then it
adjourried until 5 p.m. today, leaving the
sub-committee to wrestle with the prob-
lem in detail. The feature of the sube
committee meeting was the reading hy,
Governor Haskell, of Oklahoma, chairman
of the full committee for more than:an
hour, of suggestions received from Mr.
Bryan as to planks op various. subjecta
which he desitred the committee to: em- |
b%dy in the platform or at least fo%con-
eider. /

G s e o

w‘ork lies in the effect which the decision
of the committee might have upon doubt-
ful delegates ar upon those whose action
is controlled  simply. -by specific instruc-
tion of the conventions which elected
them and which might welcome a pretext
for evadmg those instructions. /

It was an open secret last night and
this morning that the elements opposed
to the nomination of William J. Bryan
for the presidency, based practically their
last hope of success upon the rather re-
mote possibility that drastic action of the
credentials- eommittee, ‘more especially in-
the Pennsylvania cases, might provoke a
revolt among the delegates none too cor-
dial in their acceptance of pro-Bryan in-
structions and sweep into the anti-Bryvan
camps sufficient to get them the one more
than one-third of the convention to pre-
vent Bryan’s nomination. Failing that, it
was all unanimously- conceded that Bry-

4

Final adjournment of the - convention
Thursday, of which there had been a
faint prospect, has been rendered-anlikely
by the postponement of the report of
the platform commitize, to say nothing
of the probability of extended discussion
on the Convention floor today on’the re-
port of the Credentials Committee,/There
is no telling what the day will bring
forth. .

While it is the general belief that Mr.
Bryan will head the ticket and that only
an extraordinary and sensationgl change
of sentiment in the convention, can pre-
vent his nomination on the first ballot,
all predictions on the subject of the vice-
presidency must be mere conjectures.
There is a large number 6f candidates im
sight, Gray of Delaware, Mitchell of Il-
linois, Kern of Indiana, Towns and Hare
rison of New York, Howell of Georgia,
and a host of others. i

NEWS FROM
FREDERICTON

Divogfce Cowrt Judgements
Will Come Tomorrew--York
- County Council.

Fredericton, N. B., July 8 (Special).—~The
diverce court met again this morning pursu-
ant to adjournment, but did not transact any
business.

On_gcepunt of Mr. Powell being engaged

vs.Whitleck, was: postponed for a fortaight.
night. : i

Vanderbeck - vs. Vanderbeck, a Victoria
county case, was stood over for thrdee weeks
on account of the absence of F. B. Carvell,
M. P. proctor for the plaintiff. The judge
announced that to-morrow morning he would
deliver judgment in the cases of Furge Vs.
Furge Horseman vs. Horseman and Simonds
vs. Simonds. Three Moncton cases entered
on the docket will not be tried this term.

York municipal council at this morning’s
session unanimously voted to employ a chap-
lain and in the future have its meetings op-
ened with prayer. :

There was a long discussion in regard to
lighting ' the highway bridge and a motion
to appoint a committee to confer with the
government and city authorities was voted
down.

The counclllors ard anxious to have the
bridge - lighted, providing it can be done
without expense to the county. Councilman
Thos. Robinson, of Harvey, who, since last
meeting, was elected to the legislature, was
presented by his brother councillors with a
fob chain. - The presenltation was made by
Coun. Hinechey, of Stanley.

The firemen were called out early this
among the ﬂmmt olsf the

mill. The fire was of incen-
b omdfgn iyt d this js the second time
at firemen have been called

morning for a blaze

diary origin an
within a week th

this spot.
tC’The‘aac{’lom of the city council in refusing

ify the police commission’s report last
::'e;?;x‘gfy is msgh discussed about the city
to-day. The commission  is still in charge
of the police force and will likely submit a
modified report at a future meeting of the

council.

at St. John, Hearing in the case of Whitlocky

i i A

HOUSE CANNOT
TAKEIT UP NOW ’]

Dr. Pugsley Wires that Har-ig
bor Commission Bill Must be
Laid Over.

The harbor commission act will have te
hang over for some time according to &
‘message received this' morning by Mayod
.3m1dck.~fmn1' the ' minister = of publia
works.

Following is a copy of the telegram:

+ Ottawa, Ont., July 7.

Mayor Bullock, St. John,

“Harbor Commission Bill received yes«
terday. Prime Minister says too late te
consider this session as prorogation hope
ed for week from Saturday.”

. PUGSLEY.

Mayor Bullock while expressing regre$
that the matter could not be put through
this session of the house said the delay
wag not at this end as the aldermen had
done all they could to facilitate matters,

He thought the committee might open ]

up negotiations with the C. P. R. for
securing the 1600 foot strip south of
Protection street so that the dredging
could be commenced there. They should
urge the government to contipue thc!
dredging at any rate and while the cim-
mission scheme might be held up now, we
believed it must come soon.

MONTREAL STOCKS

Montreal, July 8 (Special).—Dom. Steel de-
clined to-day, common to 14 and pfd. to 58
on pressure of the banks for eettlement of
the coal trouble. Other features were Pa-
cific, 163; Detroit, 39%; Rio, 45%; Soo, 111;
Coal, 51%; Mexican, 55%. ¢

&

\
|

THE CENTENNIAL SCHOOL
" PLAYGROUND 1S OPEN NOW

Has Already

Supérvised Playground Which Opened on Monday |
Proven a Huge Success--Happy

Children Find Ideal Play Spot. |

Monday brought joy to the hearts of hun-
dreds of St.John children, for it was the
opening of the supervised playgrounds,
and now during the extremely warm iwea-
ther the little ones are having a delight-
ful recreation instead of having play on
the sweltering streets and pavements.

| The need for such a place was firmly
'impressed upon a Times man yesterday
when he paid a vVisit to the Centennial
grounds and saw 500 children, who_so
ages ranged from five to twelve or thir-
| teen years, having the time of their lives.
If the attendance was large last year,
this vear it is doubly so, for every form
of amusement seemed to be working ov-
ertime, and Miss Peters, whom the par-
ents must thank for originating, w>orl§1ng
out and completing the scheme, must feel
repaid for her efforts. .

'Ii'he following is the staff: Miss Miller,
supervisor; Miss Baskin, assistant super-
visor: Miss Fowlis, art teacher, and Tho-
mas Hill, caretaker.

When the gates at the Richmond etreet
entrance were thrown open Monday
morning at ten o'clock the big crowd of
liitle ones who almost choked the streei,
streamed through with shouts of joy for
the hour for which they had been look-
!ing had arrived, and now for weeks they
were to have a jolly good time.

The attendance in the morning has
been from 300 to 350, bup has been swell-
ed to 500 during the afternoon.

i Miss Miller kindly showed the Times
{jnan about. The *'shoot the chutes” was
the first stop, and here the little people

off the ferry route in the future as in the
rast.

were jostling each other in good natured
rivalry for a chance to have a slide on

the polished planks to the pile of sandy
below. The steps going up to the top |
were crowded, and it was one steady
stream on the slide. Miss Miller said
that 50 were counted inside of 3 minutes !
at one time.

Then in a cool place are eight large
swings all of which were furnishing fun
for a crowd of laughing children, In a
further corner is a big sand bin of good
ciean eea shore sand and in it were a
cdozen or more little tots with pail and
shovel, building sand houses and chatting
and crowing. Under a tent at about 3 or
four tables, a group were clay modering
and painting under the direction of
Miss Fowlis. A glance over the work
sliowed great efliciency in both branches
ang reflected the greatest credit to tea-
cher and scholar alike.

Still another part of the grounds found
a number of the larger girls playing cro-
quet; further on a numher of boys build-
ing with large wooden blocks; then a
small wooden swing was furnishing a
glorious time for some smaller girls.

As the start was made for the basket
bal! court, the newspaper man was at<
tracted by the merry making of a lot of
children 1n another section and investiga
tion showed eight large teeters all work-
ing, and causing shouts and cheers from
both the occupants and on lookers.

On the basket ball court Mr. Hill was
referecing a game of basket ball, and
taken all in all the scene was most enliv- |
ening and fascinating and calculated to
inipress a visitor with the immense good
of a public play ground for the children.
The grounds open at 10 and close at 530
daily,
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