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I may say that when these people came ln, I regard to immigration, nnd it is for the pur-
gave the most positive instructions that they pose of submitcing tiis letter 10 tue ise
should not, while under the charge of govern- that I r..er to the question because it mIll
ment officers, engage in any work that would give a fair idea of the attitude taken by
bring them into competition with other men.
I an sorry to say that owing to the difficulty labour on tlis question
of handling so many people at one time, my To the Ion. Clîfford Sitton,
instructions were not in all cases literally car- Minicter of the Intarior.
ried out. As soon as I found this to be the r Dear Sir,-Wc have very earefully considered
case, I telegraphed positive instructions, and I yoor letrer of the lOtl inst. respectiog the in-
have reason to believe that my instructions were migration poliry of this country and the effort
carried out from that time forward. whicl you say tic goverumont las made to pro-

The question of work upon railways is a diffi- vet unicat competition againat the industrions
cult one to deal with, and I must admit that classes.
it has not occurred to me that labouring men You say that in yoor judgmeut there is ne
in the cities would be affected by the immigrants class cf population whieb is more interected in
doing work upon the railways. fihiing up the country with an agricultural popu-

This bas been one of the experiences in lation than the lnbouring men of the cities and
the North-west especially in connection with w.
competition of foreign labour on railways. at that conclusion you state not; thereforo, we
And although the hon, gentleman from Sel- trust yo will pardon us if we rail your atten-
kirk (Mr. McCreary) told us fairly and elo- tin t some considerations rPspectiug this mat-
quently of the bright, side of the immigra- tea.
tion question, there is a seamy side that he L u
could have referred to and is portray l pend,

coul hae rffered10 ad bs prtryalofftherofore. on these two conditions, the priro off
which would have been of very great value gods and te wages of labour. We, therefore,
to this House. Everybody knows that there ask yor attention t these two fartors.
must have beeu evil affects attendant on the Firat, as to the prire of gonds, low are tbey
immigration to the North-west during the lat affected by tie presnt system of indirect eus-
few years. Every one knows that there toms duties? Are tley made rheap or made
must have been a great deal of trouble ant dear? Doos the geveromont cend oct agents

to the rlîoapest markets in the xvorld and offer
of wrong-doing perpetrated on sonme people, onoses at so mucl a pound, or se morl a yard,
but I amî glad to say that a large part of the to onablo lahourers to buy their gonds at the
evil possible bas been averted by a thor- îowost possible rate?
oughly competent and wide-awake immigra- Yen know thoroughly well Ihat not in a single
tion commissioner. It is unfortunate, but it instance las the aliglteat eftert been made to
is true that in a large number of cases all nablo workmen to buy rhcap. It la altegether
manner of means are resorted to in one way in the opposite direction. Iu the wlole pro-
or another, to get more value out of tItese ceodinga of parliament, frei the day of its in-
people ther ohe employers wish to give aany member made the first

peope thn te emloyes wah t giv auproposai or uttored the first hint bliat taxes
equivalent for. That is done by various shoold ho dlrorted te enablo tle labourlng
methods and in sone cases by the very classes to got their gooda at the cheapest pos-
direct method of absolutely refusing to pay cible prire. Labourera are neyer aided te boy
the ar ail. e grisb to aay tmiat toe aindtigra- fheah.
tin commissioner lias ii soute cases, I 0- Apd, Sir, wbien labouri g mon diseuset tth ls

aeve, dloua bat wbielt lie had no lawfhul question off immigration, in ay opiniin tley
riglît to dIo, and tbe recuit off Ils nebion ive do riglfi to couaider it in connection wit be
tha very laudable one that somne amiployera question of the cus os duty or the tarif.
were obliged to net square and to ptty thase TbeyDe au argue ad rgue coasistertey ita
fforaignera wbt tlsey oîed thent. Wliether the triff lias the effeet off especing the price
they could spenk Engliib or fot tby gom fair of everytinp Ibey buy, and thereffore of re
trentieni. lu Ibis counectin I would sa1y duciug tins purchasing power off their enai-
thal the Immigration Deparîment miglit lge. Te tarif makes the market pig
very xvli ndd to ils nbier ffunctions !i tve against thect in what tgey bave to buy, and
Nortl-xvest and establisb au, euiloymleîi tha immigration poiicy, an fat as il encour-
bureau over wbicb tbere wouldl ho a, legni ages and bonuses the immigration off labour-
officer xvbose duty il would be 10 taire lîold ers, bringa tbcm comlpetition. So tbat Ilîcir
off these frnuds that are daiYy perpetrated ou a wages are rdyced la the one instance ny
immigrants wbo -are brouzbit to Canada 1' thb, custouns tariff, and in the other ibeir
thia goverument. to sec tbat tbey are pro- labour, poilao the ouiy tming tbey bave in
teead, that tle people wbo elploy temh py seul, lt agcade cheap.
the t Ibair proper wagc, nnd Ibat tbey, Wo w ask your attention to the act of sal-
abould mnsure tbeir work wt praring. Labourors do net soul gonds, tbey ccii
mensures xvbicb la often ont dloue uow. Ir? labour. Cao any off yoor colleaguas point eut
Ibis were doue a grent may off tUe evil a cingle particular lu whir h you cacve us te
bat are now coîapiaiued off woul ho ahbol. alt doar? Net merely do yen sbje t the labour-

isbcd, and justice and rigb;lt wouild ha donc. ing classes te the widect possible cempetitin,
Repyllg t ths ettr o th Mniser f (iebut yrnu maintain et enormeils expence an im-

Rap(,iyiur1 thia bIer off taue Minir ofit migratien syctens whereby yen iutonciffy or
rompet ion. Yon urowd fe labour markt.

Winuipag stotad tieir generni position 11 Evn at time whon a are striking te secre

Mr. PUTTEE.


