BUSINESS CONDITIONS

Erlanger Says the Trouble Is
Over-Production—Too
Many Outsiders.

INCREASED COMPETITION

An 0Old Canadian Showman,
Famed as an Elephant
Trainer, Is Dead.

(By Ben Deacon, Canadian Press Cor-
respondent.]
NEW YORK, Nov. 11.—Where has the

e
gow York theatregoer gone? Or why
i he ceased to theatrego? This prob-
:m is maf:grs. t'l;lo attem;‘on of the-
ere at the present
time. Undoubtedly there has ‘t;eene a
serlous slump in the theatrical busi-
mess. They are no longer ‘“‘turning 'em
away” at the Broadway playhouses.
Last season there was hardly a play or
a musical show so poor, but that it
could flaunt the “Standing Room Only"’
sign at the lobby door; this year at
moat of the theatres, that sign, be-
h ved of the managerial heart, reposes

n some dim corner of the storeroom,

has not yet seen the light of day.

It appears that there Iis only one
thing wrong with the New York the-
atrical situation, and that is a lack of
audiences. There are plenty of at-
tractions, but only a comparatively few
of them attract; the producers are
active, but the public won’'t produce.
Therc are some sixty ‘‘legitimate’’ pro-
ductions from which the public may
choose, and a large section of the public,
it seems, chooses to stay away from all
of them.

This does not mean that the well-
advertised “Great White Way” is de-
serted, or that the theatrical profession
fs in any immediate danger of total
extinction through starvation. There is
a sufficient number of habitual theatre-
goers left in New York, added to the
army of transients (including thous-
ands of Canadians), who flock to the
playhouses while in the city, to keep
the box office employees familiar with
the monetary system. It does mean
that ma.n{ of the habitual playgoers
seem to be gradually conquering the

habit, and the occasional playgoers are

becoming even more occasional. it
means that theatrical prices have to
follow the trail blazed by clothing and
sugar in New York, and that trail leads
down hill.

The first break in the high prices
came this week, when the Seiwyng re-
duced the scale at their new Times
Bquare Theatre, where lklorence keed
is appearing in ‘‘The Mirage.” Scals
at that house which formerly sold at
$3 may now be purchased at $2.50. Buu
Canadians who think of coming to New
York to get a bargain seat had better
plan their trip so that they will not
be here on a Saturday night. There is
one survival of the old scale at the
Times Square Theatre: top price seats
¢n Saturday nights and holidays will
remain at $4. Other managers have,
so far, not evinced any disposition (o
join in the price-cutting
From the office of A. L. Erlanger and
Charles Frohman, Inc., who control an
tmportant share of the theatres here,
came the inlormation
reduction to the $2.50 point had been
planned so far, Several theatres un-
der the control of this group already
have a $2.50 llmlt.. hgwe.vur.

&

Mr. Erlanger declares the trouble
with the New York theatrical business
is merely over-production, In a re-
cent interview he said:

“Lared by the exaggerated stories of
the enormoug profits made in the bLusi-
ness, too many outsiders have entered
the fleld, calling themselves ‘producers’
and have flooded the market with in-
ferior productions, and there is no
more room for inferiority in the theatre
than there is anywhere else, possibly
less. This increaseq competition has
been accompanied by a corresponding
increase in the salary of everyone €m-
ployed about a theatre, from the man
who opens the carriage doors in front
to the stage doorkeeper at the back."

Thus Mr. Erlanger has diagnosed the
case of the theatre. Meanwhile, now
the shows blossom forth at the rate of
three or four per week, and plans are

out for several new theatres. Evidently, !
to be any cutting!

there is not going [ 1
down of production, or productions in
this industry. e

“Just suppose that a dehonair young

Prince of Wales—not necessarily the!
Prince of Wales—should come to Amer-|

jea to visit, and one evening, Wwhile
more or less incog, he should
simple but very charming little Vir-
ginia girl—what would happen?”

This is the hypothetical question

which A. E. Thomas poses as a fore- |

word to his latest comedy, ‘‘Just Sup-
e, which opened at the Henry Mil-
fer Theatre this week.

The Thomas play holds a particular
{nterest for Canadians, for undoubtedly
the playwright has attempted to por-
tray the Prince of Wales, who capti-
vated Canadi~ns during his trip through
the Domini . !ast year. When the
Prince was = he United States, the
newspapers ou this side of the line,
printed many storles about the whole-
s, arted admiration of him by Americau
girls from coast to coast. Possibly,
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DIAMOND DYES

Any Woman can Dye now

Bach package of ‘‘Diamond Dyes”
.contains directions so simple that any
woman can diamond dye any old, faded
garments, draperies, coverings, every-
thing, whether wool, silk, linen, cotton
or mixed goods, a new, rich, fadeless
color.

Buy ‘“Diamond Dyes”—no other kind
—then perfect results are guaranteed
even if you have mnever dyed before.
Druggist will show you Diamond Dyes
Color Card.

movement. |

that no general |

meet a,

In this little adventure the

i finds himself in the course of his itin-
eracy in Washington, but soon tires
of its hide-bound conventions and slips
away with a faithful aide-de-camp to
Virginia. There in an oid planter's
home he finds rest and ro?oce in sur-

of his own

roundings remlnlfent
country.

At this point, of course, the heroine
enters. She is Linda Lee Stafford, the
daughter of the planter, and of course,
she ang the prince mutually fall in
fove at first sight. Despite all pre-
cautions, the prince’s incognito cannot
be preserved, Rumors float to Wash-
ington, and the British ambassador,
the Marguis of Karnaby, who confides
to Linda Lee that he is ‘battered and
worn by years of patriotic prevarica-
{tfon,” hasténs to Virginia to interview
the freedom-loving prince. The prince
cannot tear himself away from his
lovely Virginian sweetheart, or from
the good people among whom are those
| who had entertaineq his equallv-popu-
|lar grandfather many years before. A
peremptory call from his father, the
king, however, brings back immediately '
the realization of the station of life he
has been born to fill. Linda Lee, too,
realizes that her prince must leave her |
and decides that she will honor him
more if he obeys the call of duty than
| she would were he to renounce his royal
| title ang remain. And so the play!
\ends with the parting of the lovers.
| The prince is played by Geoffrey
i Kerr, a young English actor, who has ,
never before appeared on this side of |
the Atlantic. He served in the Royal
| Air Force during the war and was a
imember of the London cast of “Tilly |
of Bloomsbury,” which was seen in Can- '
ada last year. Ie is a fair, rather

but little facial resemblance to the
Prince of Wales, he is of the sams¢
clean-cut, engaging type, and the New
York critics agreed that he succeeded
in conveying across the footlights 2
distinct impression of the agreeable
and ingratiating character of the heir
jto the British throne, Freq Kerr, |
| father of Geoffrey, plays the role of the
British ambassador, and gives a very
| excellent impersonation of a fine old
type of diplomat. The girl is played |
oy Patricia Collings, and very sweet
and charming she is. !
e & o O

Two other new productions were '
added to the already lengthy list of
New York attractions this week. In
one “The Prince and the Pauper, * Wil-
. llam Faversham, & favorite with Cana- '
dian audiences, is the star. It is an
adaption by Amelia Rives of Abby Sage
Rlchar.dson's dramatization of Mark
Twain's famous story. The prince in
the play is Ruth Findlay, while Faver-
sham plays Miles Hendon, a role which
gives him plenty of opportunity for dis--|
playing his ability as an actor of the
' romantic school. The production is an
elaborate one from the scenic point of
view and is said to be particularly well |
i staged. The other new show of the
i week is “The Half Moon,” a musical
| comedy produced b{‘ Charles Dilling-
|ham at the Liberty Theatre. It is just |
| a little more tuneful, a little less vulgar,
| has just as little plot, and is just as
Ea_musing as the average mark of the
| New York musi‘cal sho\\: i

L] ®

! An oid Canadian showman moved off
{the stage when Willlam Powers died
i recently. For fifteen years Powers had
[ been trainer of the elephants at the
Hippodrome here. He was berL in
Belleville, Ont., and was 50 years of
.age. He spent has life as a showman,
being sceretary and treasurer of the
| Walter L. Main circus at one time and

slim young man, and though he bears 3.

)-

later was with several travelling shows :

in Canada and the United States be-
| fore coming to New York. He had a
remarkable reputation among animal
trainers and was declared to be the
only man who ever rtained elephants
without the use of a hook or whib.
One of his most famous exploits was
the stopping single-handed about five
years ago of an elephant stampede,
which originiated in the Hippodrome
while a rehearsal was in progress.

MINERAL GLAIMS
PROVE PAINT MINE

Vagaries of Salton Sea Dis-
close Stores of Pigment.

How a number of men who took up
profitless mineral claims several years
ago on Mullet Island, a tiny volcanic
. formation protruding above the saline
{ waters of the Salton Sea of southern
| California, recently found vast stores

chanics. .

“Gold and pumice were the minerals
they were seeking,’”” says Mr. Hogg, and
littie did they think that the waters
which lapped against their rocky shores
hid from their view a mineral deposit
of another variety and practically in-
calculable value.

Last year the Salton Sea developed
another of its characteristic tempera-
mental streaks. Its surface level
dropped four and one-half feet, leav-

dreds of acres of soft slimy mud. Pres-
ently the attention of the prospectors
was atracted to the mud flats by a
strong odor of sulphurous gas and
nolses which sounded like the flerce
boiling of thousands of tea kettles of
colossal proportions.

“They Investigated by
themselves with long wooden

providing
shoes

and with which they were able to walk
about over the slimy mud without be-
coming bogged. At mno great distance
from the shore they found, uncovered
by receding waters of the sea, number-
Jess boiling hot springs,
and mud volcanoes. From these
various colored saline waterd,
bright red, others green,
low, with all the intermediate shades
of the ralnbow. Great accumulations
of the material were soon built up
around each of the springs, and samples
were soon in the hands of a chemist.
| Analysis disclosed it to be mineral
paint plgmexus—ochre, carmine, uitra-
marine, and all the other colors essen-
trial in the manufacturing of paints.
‘“The prospectors immediately began

flowed

the construction of impounding reser- '

from the

voirs' to segregate the waters
The boil-

springs of individual colors.
ing water is drained very
through these impounding beds, and the
ccoling causes the paint pigment to be
precipitated to the bottom of the
pools.

“After several days of aeration, the
water from each spring is diverted into
another pool. Then, after drying in the
sun for a few hours, hundreds ot pounds
of pigxment are spaded out of each pool.

{ The pigment is first dug out into boxes,

trundled onto the isiand in wheelbar-
{ rows, and later sacked for shipment to
the paint factories. It comes from the
pools practically pure, and requires lit-
tle or no refining.

“A crop of low-grade salt is a profit-

able by-product of the newly developed
pigment industry.”

COST OF WIVES IN
BURMA INCREASING

NEW YORK, Nov, 11.—The cost of

Hills of Burma, where they are obtain-
ed on the ‘“dollar down" plan. Men
matrimonially inclined are demanding
lower and easier terms from their
prospective fathers-in-law, who are
compensated for the loss of their daugh-
ters’ labor, declares a report by Rev.
J. Herbert Cope, representative of the
Baptist Foreign Missionary Society at

a.

*This year a lively discussion grew
out of the resolution that selling of
daughters cease,” the report continued.
‘“The custom has grown into an abuse.

a young chap who marrles goes fright-
fully into debt, which he is years liqui-
dating. And, if while paying slowly for
his wife, the husband incure the anger
of her father, the daughter is promptly
called home, and in some cases’sold to
another man. We have been trying to
get them to reduce the charges.”

Efforts to induce the natives to follow
the customs of white men are being
made in educational institutions opened
{n these districts as a result of the New
World Movement of Northern Baptists,
Dr. Cope sald.
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hat other clothiers are proud to claim as

Special Prices the Dowler Stores are
accustomed to quote as Regular Prices.
Four-store output, immense purchasing power
and a determined value-giving policy, make this

possible. From these regular Dowler prices you get

On All Men’s and Young Men’s Winter O’Coats
and Suits Between $55 and $114

Act Now !—*“Overcoat Week’’ at the Dowler Stores ig a buying opportunity we believe unsurpassed.
Saturday is the last day of this great selling and display eventl

An Opportunity to Stretch Your
Dollar to $1.20 Buying Power

$55.00 Dowler Suits and Overcoats now. .. ..$44.00 $75.00 Dowler Suits and Overcoats now.....$60.00
$60.00 Dowler Suits and Overcoats now.....$48.00 $85.00 Dowler Suits and Overcoats now.....$68.00
$65.00 Dowler Suits and Overcoats now.....$52.00 $90.00 Dowler Suits and Overcoats now.....$72.00
$70.00 Dowler Suits and Overcoats now.....$56.00 $100.00 Dowler Suits and Overcoats now. ...$80.00

i ;
This drastic cut anticipates and out-distances any downward price revision that might occur within the

The Dowler Stores willing-
ly shoulder the responsi-
bility of your purchase—
Money back if you are not
satisfied.

AN EVENT!

$36:—5_9 Buys

Blue Serge Suits

Made to retail at $45.00
—All-Wool Indigo Serges

Men’s Hosiery

Men's Socks, Ali-Wool
Cashmere Hose, $1.50
imported direct by us
priced for quick
selling at «.eco0.

English
value,
and

s 31010

Or, Jaeger's Pure Al-Wool
Cashmere Hose. Assorted col-
crs, with fancy clocks. £2.00

line, selling sl 3
L

for

Medium
All-Wool
Worsted Socks.
priced for quick
selling at

69c¢c

All-Wool Scotch
Heather Worsted
Hose, ribbed or
plain  Specially
priced at

tescses csccsvene

Men's
Weight

Underwear

Four-Store Buying
Power Makes These
Values Possible.

EXTRAI
Clearing Men’'s Fine
Winter Weight Coimn-
bina.ions; = $9.00
values, I

—~8ingle-Breasters
—Double-Breasters
—Classy Belters.
MEN AND YOUNG MEN-—DON'T
MISS THIS!

A Sensation!

YOUNG MEN'S SUITS AND
OVERCOATS

$19.75

A red-hot Dowler bargain for the
young fellow. Smart styles, sturdy,
dressy cloths, and a price that can’t
fail to interest you.

SIZES UP TO 36 ONLY.

$5 00 FINE SHIRTS
SELLING AT $3.50

Men’s Negligee Shirts, of superior
quality, attractive patterns, in fine
cords, madras and dimity cloths, all
sizes; $5.00 values.

rox.... 93.90

FOR....

next year. Make your selection at any of the Dowler Stores—deduct 20 per cent.
’ ’
Men’s and Young Men’s
$35.00 ,
$45.00 »
REMARKABLE selling event that hundreds of men and
A young men will be quick to take advantage of—all-wool
smart belted, half belted and fitted models—ulsterettes and ulsters

reat Values Made Greater
$38.50
i g Tﬁ:if;fﬁf 9’21, sk ££87SS

guick y sale,
$2.85

Penman’s Scotch
Shirts and Drawe;s,
$2.50 value. Special,
per garinent,

$1.29

Heavy RIDb
Shirts ,.and
a popular winter
line, truro knit, per
garment, extra at

$1.85

Wool Shirtsg and
Liawers, aoubile
chest, back and scar,
Turnbuil's make, per
garment,

$2.50

Knit

Wool
Drawers;

Men’s Merino Combin-

AGAIN! Three Dowler Bargain Groups
MEN’S SUITS and OCOATS

At $25

VALUES UP TO $35.00,

OVE'RCOATS include men's and young
men'’s tow_n-weight. knee-length ulsterettes,
and heavier ulsters; many are belted.
Rich heather tones predominate.

SUITS are exceptional value. Scotch wool
tweeds are ingluded, that represent $30.00
and $35.00 values. There's models for young
men and older men.

At $34.50

VALUES UP TO $45.00.

At $40

VALUES UP TO $55.00.

Big heavy ulsters, ulsterettes and Chester
fields, loose back and belted models; muit
pockets are a novelty feature in some of
the young men’s overcoats.

The suits include plain and patterned cloths
in big variety. For men of ali ages and
types the value at $40.00 is, we honestly
believe, unsurpassed.

Big, heavy, “two-way collar” ulsters, dap-
per, knee-length, walking coats, distinctive
Chesterfields. Splendid materials, that you
must see to appreciate.

THE SUITS include the snappiest models
for young men and complete ranges of the
more conservative styles.

: Typical Dowler Values From the Work Goods Department Include

Mackinaws, Pelt-Lined Coats, Etc.

$4 95 Warm,, storm-resisting garments for out-door men — farmers, railroad
o i L men, teamsters and linemen.

N’S MACKINAW COATS, .00. -
Buys Men's Coi COATS, worth $15.00. SHEEP-LINED WORK COATS of heavy
duroy Trousers,

Big, roomy coats of wool mackinaw wind :
: proof duck; have storm coll
cloths. Made with yoke, shawl collar leatner-bound pockets and knitted :rr?;ts:
strong - wearing,

warm and excel-

and belt all around. 39.95 lets. Specially priced sll 50
L}
lent value; all

seiling at
EXTRA HEAVY BEDFORD CORD AND s
sizes.

latest models.

MEN’'S MACKINAW COATS, in checks o‘
grey and browns. Beited and made with CORDUROY FLEECE-LINED COATS—
The teamsters’ favorite for zero wea-

shawl collars and patch pockets. Two
epecial lines, i

" $6.85 .o $8.00| aa T Specluiy ..$15.00
Men’'s Grey Fllm\.ol Shirts,

Men's Extra Weight Black
S . S with collars attached, now

Twill Fleece-Lined Workng
.. $3.00
ALL-WOOL V-NECK SWEATERS, in almost

Shirts, Dowler selling
valug at .... 31075 [ 4
every desirable color combination
Priced at ...... G 37000
TO CLEAR—MEN'S SWEATER COATS AN
PULLOVERS, assorted lines. 2

SCHOOL BOYS' sizes, 25 to 34.

$9.75

Brown Twill Serge Suits
in snappy, belted styles;
all sizeg to 33. -

SUITS,

BOYS' OVERCOATS,

$8.65

Cosy, warm, Winter
Weight Overcoats, of
mackinaw cloths; sizes
up to 12 years. A Dow-
ler bargain,

BOYS’

Other jines up to $18.00.

”

$14-65 Buys

Suits and Overcoats

STRONG WEARING, DRESSY SUITS AND OVERC(OATS, in

Smart

newest dark olive and brown patterns.
Suit and Over coat together... 328.00

20% OFF

All Boys’' Overcoats and Suits,

$22.50

PARENTS CAN SAVE.
$2250 Suits and O’Coats, $£18.00
$25.0C Suits and O’Ccats, $20.00
$30.00 Suits and O’'Coats, $24.00

ations, just the thing
for spring wear, all
sizes. Special value,
per sult,

$2.35

Men’s Soft
Elastic Knit TUnion
Suits, pure white,

$3.00

Natural Sharie Elastic
Knit Flecce-Finish
Combinations, at
Dowler's, per suit,

$4.25

Stanfield’'s
Comb:nations, great
favorite with city
men, and attractive-
ly priced at

$6.50

Penman’s Double
Weight Natural Wool
Combinatjons for
the coldest weather.
Per suit,

$8.00

Flnish

Natural

Boys’ $16,
$18 and $20

be.ters are

featured, in the
Al '

EXTRA!
Boys’ $2.50 Combinations

30. Soft
eedie knit,
le. A Dow-

M

£ Coats, in
brown or navy,

~
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