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jttM^zr'-tfl^*! *y all ••llaWe twto, both the toUl wealth ud the
diffnaed well-bcinr of the Colooy are greater than they hare ever Men before.
Sat,aa I hare prcviontly remarked, I shaU not rest my claim for yonr fntnre

5^f??^^ ^ "f?"..*''* P"** "e"^**** of the Government, for the work of thei^enlVMiy, which I have the honor to lead, is not done yet We have so Ht
paved the way only for further usefulness and greater reforms.

Alter the electlMi Is over, and we return strengthened by your reneww
ea sympatiiy and support, we shall continue in that straight line of duty thatwe marked out four years sgo and have consistently followed to the present

ist The preposterous claims arising out of the Railway Deal
of 1898 shall be resisted, and the Contractors shall be compelled
tp respect their obligations to the public.

The public are to-day faced with a claim from th^ Railway ContractonamoMting to Three Millions of Dollars in connection with the Telegraph Line*,which were given away to R. G. Reid in 1898, and were pronounced bv theGovernment then in power to be worthless to the Colony. "

_ ,1 ^e«™ it proper to remind you that the man mainly responsible for that
ili!!*y r*"v "^ .V**

claims arising out of it is Mr. Morine, the standing
solicitor for the Reid-Newfonndland Company and the actual leader of theOpposiUon to the present Government and also to ask you if you are prepared
to return bim and his associates to power, and to entrust to him and them this
vital matter.

I also consider it well to remind you that Sir William Whiteway who recent-
ly sot^ht admission into the ranks of the party of which the Reid Company's
solicitor IS the actual leader, and who has declared his opposition to the presentGovernment was the reUined solicitor for the Reid Company in their former
outrageous claim against the Colony, and also to ask you the question whetheryon are prepared to entrust t«Mm the conduct of your case.

•«"«»

As germane to this question I would observe that it has been alleged by myopponents that Reid's former claim of Two million Pour hundred thonsand
Dollars arose out of the 1901 Railway Contract I would sUte that the assertion
is absolutely mcorrert. When the present Government entered into officetBey found filed in the Colonial Secretary's Department an ac-
count Jrmu R. G. Reid, in which he claimed under the iSotMid 1898 extracts the sum of One Million Two Hundred awf
Seventy^even Thousand Dollars ; that the late Government had paid Reid OneMillKm Nine Thousand Seven Hundred and Sixty Dollars • acc««nt, leay.
ing a balance of Two Hundred and Sixty-eight Thousand Dollars, on the under-
standing, aa stipulated by Minute of the Executive Council, dated February trd.

to the cialMs or eitker ratty te the Coatracte, aM mmtrtj as a
'*?11?'*?'. •^ aecoa«t." The difference between the above stated accountMd the cMm that went befo- the Arbitrators appeared as for work and mated-
als supplied between the date of that account (1899) and the year 1903 This
•**,^5"*"* <>».'?*

""J"'
no doubt, come to many as a surprise. For months I havepatiently submitted to an infamous falsehood freely circulated by my iwlitical

opponenteamcerning a letter addressed by me as Colonial Secretary to R. O.
Reid, under date Tulv a4th, 1901, and termed bv them, for the purpose of deceiv-ing a»e public and of vilifying me a " seeret letter.** That letterwas drafted
^ */ . J^**'"Sf ™ **".* Executive Council and embodied the unanimous decision
Of that ExecuUve, which was not to take advantage of any mere formalities to


