
Vancouver is rnpidly licc.-iiiins: the tircat distrilmtiiifr cfiitcr

of thf Coiist. The growth of its whoii'salt- hiisiiicss is (Icmoiistratfd

l)y thf steady increase in tlie iiiunher of commercial travelers that

are sent ontOf the city. Twenty-three years ajro Vancouver was

made a i)ort of entry. It first Ix'came a distrilmtin'r center in

1S8t;. altlioufrh it was not nidil ten years later that it srained any

cotisiderahle recoijnition as a wholesalin<r depot. Now more than

S(MI commercial travelers are carryinp samples out of Vancouver,

and the wholesale houses have ujiwards of ."),(l(l(l employees on

their payrolls.

It is important to realize the vast area aiul the ahsolute cer-

tainty of a rapidly increasiuir population in that jxirtion of the

Province watered hy the Lower Kraser. which foi practical i)ur-

poses is called the Lower Mainland. From I.ytton to the Coast

on the North hank and from Chilliwacdv to the Delta on the South

hank, there is a distance of one hundred and fifty miles of won-

derfully fertile land, capahle of providing? occupation for hundreds

of thousands of ajrriculturalists. New Westminster district con-

tains 4.!I(I0,()(1() acres, of which one million or more are as <rood

fruit ami farm lands as can he found in the world. The dinuite.

the character of the soil and the dcnuinds of the market will proh-

ahly mean that the jrreater part of this area will he <riven over to

fruit raising, market jrardeniufr and dairying,'. From the fact that

an averajre of from fifteen to twenty-five acres of cultivated land

in this district will keep a family in affluence, some idea of the

future ajjricultural population may he formed.
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