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RIVER AXD VILLAGE OF THE ARKANSAS. 83

T)Piland, and a part of Krnuicky, from ulioncetl.ev receive iron
cordage, fee. ni exchaiiirf!.

From New Madrid to the forts, nvIu( 1, are distant two !.„..-dred u.des, l.ere are hut few i.onsos. Tl:,.. i\nts b<Uwm. to>pain are almost in ruins, hut iho.e of the I'nited Si^vs'^.re
better, and contain a garrison of twentv-fivo .mo... JJoth arehowever, sun.nent to cMcuA the .soKhe.s fro.n the insults ofU)c savages, who mo. th(Mr oiilv enemies.

.

Two hundred a.iil fifty miles fa.lher, is the mouth of the
river of the ,\rl<ansas, r.^puted the .ieh.st in J.onisiana, on ac-conn ot the feitihty of the adjacent com.try, the beauty of thelueadows, salt-spnngs, game, and mines. Having ascended itlorty miles 1 a.nved at the village, ^hic', is advai.ta..eousIv
situated on the left hank. The inhabitants, ahnost all originallyHeneh, who have emigrated fron. Canada, are hunters hy nro-
tession, and only cultivate mai/,^ for the s.ipnort <.f ti.cir "hoiscs
lind beasts ol l.md...... Above half the year, oidv ol.j „; .iwomen, and children, a.e seen in the village. TUv men huntwild oxen, castors, and squinrls, whose skins are less valuable
than hose in the no.thern countries. When at home thev
pass their time m dancing, drinking, or .I-.mg nolhinsr : ,si,„ilar
in this respect to the savages, with whom diev live the g.eatest

^rrt
;'";year, and whose tasfs and manners thev contract

ilic Indian nations that come t.. hunt on the river of lh<-
•Arkansas are the Usages, handsome and brave, but deceitful
and cruel; t!i( 1^mis, sworn enemies to die White.- the
U.awetas and Chicawchas, the most i)umer«.us nation in North
.'\M.enca, biit ugly, c.wardly, cunning, and deceitful bevond rv.
pression, I he Spanish government inain'aiu amo.i" the a^,
kan.as a gar.iso,, „f i]ay or sixtv men, cmimaiHled by" a
•apta.ii. Atter remaining i^, this villa-,., s.Uk-U d.K^s p -t c-.n-
tain above tour hu.ulre<l and tifty i..l,u!,it:.,ts, only .i sidlieient
t'nie If) procure the necessary information fiom th. Vonnrnider
.\ !(.,onu.l my boat, nhieh I had (.ft nt the moutli of tlu*me

, and proceed,d on my \oyage down the Mi, ssippi
I oni tuiice to Nauluv, the navigation olfrrs • ! it.^ ,.i!|,Vr
.'-re. abb' o. inleresiing. Immense forests b sti.. the riwr
and the banks, but little elevated, are immdated at least once
every year.

Natche/ is the only im|M)rtant piaee poss. ;.
, .» |,y \\ui

t iiilcd States oil the M ississi| |.j. below the mouth of tile
U.-!'». It cnntams tn.-lve oi hlr.,.! tlmusaiid inhabitants, free-
men and slaves. Mo.si „r tlu pn.pri.fo,.- aie emu bed by the
cuhme nt^ cotton, for wliidi the lands i < xtreii.clv ' well
MUhii. The iortii, v,i,itli mil «-ii higli tninnd nt llio ««?.-
f.«'ic« ol one mile from thf i

, . onlain fine liouos nn.liich
I <»


