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Church; which says: "Those five commonly called sacrnmwH

fin the Romish Church,) confirmation, penance, «rders, ma-

Irimony. and extreme unction, arc nol to he counted sncra-

ments of the Gospel ; being such as have gto^^' n partli,- oj the

corrupt following of the Apostles; partly are state* ot lile

allowed in the Swiptures, hut yet have not like naiiue ot

Sacraments with Baptism and the Lord's Supper; for ihat

they are not any visible sign or ceremony ordained by God.

That this rite was not ordained by Christ, is position rvhich

will not, then, bo questioned ; hut do you suppose ihat i it

really possessed the importance ascribed to it by the Lnglislt

Church, which leaches us that it conveys the Holy Ghost, and

that its observance is essential to the proper participation ct

the Lord's Supper, the Saviour would lit^ve passed it by in

silence? Such a supposition would bo contrary to his us^ual

pracli.e, for he gave explicit directions respecting the profes-

sion of his name, and the qualification for admission to h.s

Church.
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I'erhaps you will say, though there may be nc evidence ot

this ceremony being instituted by Jesus Ch:ist, yet i* is clear

that the word confirm is of. n used in the New Irstament,

especiallv in the Acts of the Apostles. This I admit, and

answer, "that it is found as frequently in the Oiu. Isaiah

employs it, saying, '» Strengii.eii yo the weak hands, and

confirm the feeble knees; say to them tlKit are ol a fearlul

heart, be strong, fear not." Noiwitl.standing this, I. suppose

vou will agree with me that confirmjlion termed no part at

tho Jewish Ritual. Judging, therefore, from the wh^ie tenor

of Scripture, there can be notliing adduced in iavor ot this

rit« from tho frequent use of ihc word confirm, lur wo every

where find that its meaning as given by Cruuen (no mean

authority) is correct, namely, "to st.ei.othon, settle, or estab-

lish. to give an assurance of the iri.th or certmnfy of any

thing." Confirmation is the work of the tloly Spirit ;
hcnco

said Peter, "The God of all grace conhrm and strengthen

you." He confirmelh as th« author and eflkient cause ot

iirength; tho word, ordinances, and ministers, conhrm as

instruments or helps. To I'num.rato passtigos is unnecessary ;

if you will examine fully, ywu uill, I b.;lieve, perceive that

thorc U nothi:;g in the freiiucnt use of the word conhrm, to

favor the ceremoif; under consideration.

I will ni»w proceed to iho i xaminafion (d' those [)assagcs

which arc usually adduced in piuof of the M:ripuiial auihoniy

for the performance of this ceremony, though I fee that it

must be apoarent to its advocat<v|, notwiihsianding the im-

portance w'liich they attacli to it. tif t there is good rea-.on to

Inspect a mismn- eption of the Apostles' words and actions in

this particular, from tho fact that Jesus Clnislneiilu^^r snd nor

did nny (hing io onforco or sancliaQ such a nlc. l-s't .:**. us

examine \h<^ pnssnges which are said t(» show its authenli^Hiy.


