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of ill fame • they never attempt to correft or re-
gulate

; they go to work by the Ihorteft way—
1 ijey abate the nufance, they pull down the houfe.
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intereft ofgovernment. But as it is the intereftof government that reformation fhould be early,

bV/emn" T'f .^^'^^ P^Oplc that it (houldbe temperate. It is their intereft, becaufe a tem-
perate reform is permanent ; and becaufe it hasa principle of growth. Whenever we improve, it
IS right to leave room for a further improvement.
It is right to confider, to look about us, to exa-
mine tne effedl of what we have done.—Then we
canproceedwithconfidence,becaufewecan proceed
with intelligence.-Whereas in hot reformations,
in what men, more zealous than confiderate, call

rr'\ T ^T^ ^^^ ^^°^^ '' generally fo crude,
lo harlh, fo indigelted ; mixed with fo much im!
prudence, and fo much injuftice ; fo contrary to
the whole courfe of human nature and human in-
Ititutions, that the very people who are moft eao-er
tor It, are among the firft to grow difgufttid at
what they have done. Then fome part o? the ab-
dicated grievance is recalled from its exile in order
to become a corrective of the correftion. Then
the abufe aflumes all rhe credit and popularity of
a retorm. The very idea of purity and difin-
tereltednefs in politics falls into difrepute, and is
confidered as a vifion of hot and inexperienced
men

;
and thus diforders become incurable, not

by the virulence of their own quality, but by the
unapt and violent nature of the remedies. A
great part therefore, of my idea of reform, is
meant to operate gradually ; fome benefits will
come at a nearer, fome at a more remote period.We muft no more make halle to be rich by parfi-.
mony, than by intemperate acquifition.

In my opinion, it is our duty. when we have
the^
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