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vended one of our comnulcs from following us, nnd that

it would l-f tlio crownini,' of his kindness if he would

send two men to enahlf th.«m to r.-aeh us. My entreat-

ies were useless ; Indians fear to -o out hy night, and

nohodv would undertake to go to the relief of Mr. l'>iist.

They promised me, however, that tlu'V woidd go early

next morning ; this refusal gave me much pain ;
the old

man ii(ivelv( d it, and, to console me said, llul it would

h'j finite useless to try, and find my friend in tlu; dark,

as he h;!d no gun to show where he was, and that it was

hotter to wail, for daylight. :Mr. Fnrst accordingly

spent the night in the snow, where Cod alone could

shiehl liim from death, for, even in the cal)in, we endured

inexpressihle cold. The Indians never make a fire

when they lie down ; they have not even hlankets, and

consequently we spent a very poor night. The next

day, as we were preparing to go after Mr. Fiirst, we saw

him arrive ; our footprints had guided him, and to over-

take us he had profited hy the time when the snow,

hardened by the night's cold, does not yield to the

weight of a man walking. Our first cure was to warm

hini, we then gave him some food, and wc showed one

another the joy we felt to he together again.

Wc >])V\\t the twenty-ninth and thirtieth of April

with the Indians ; they seemed to be jealous who would

show us most attention, and endeavored to surpass each

other in this respect. IJcar meat and oariliou did not

iail us those two days, and tliey took care to give us

the most delicate morsels. I know not whether the

duties of hospitality are better fulfilled by Europeans

than by these Indians. .< • ' ast I am tempted to believe

that these fultil them with Ikr better grace.


