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Vhan by baricing them, and lopping ofF their brail'*

chcs. Each maft has only two Ihrowds made of

twiiled rattan, which arc often both Ihiftcd to the

wcather-fidc -, and the halyard, when the yard is

Wp, fcrvcs inftead of a tliird fliroud. The fails arc

fiiadc of matt, ftrengtliened every three feet by an

horizontal'rib of bamboo •, they run upon the mai>

with hoops, as is reprefented in the fig\irc, and

when they arc lowered down, they fuld upon the

deck. Thcfc merchantmen carry no cannon 5 and

it appears, from this whole dcfcription, that they

are utterly incapable of rcfifting any European armed

veflfel. Nor is the State provided wish flsips ot

conddcfable force, or of a better fabric, to protcd

them : For sit Canitn^ where doubtleis their prin-

cipal naval power is ftationed, we faw ho more

than four men of war junlcs, of about three hundreii

tuns burthen, being of the make already defcribeJ,

and mounted Only with eight or ten guns, the

largeft of which did not exceed a four pounder.

This may fuffice to give an idea of the defencelels

flatc of the Cbinefe Empire. But it is time to re-

turn to the Commodore, whom I left with his two

Ihips without tlie B6cca Tigm •» and who, on the

1 2th of Dec^m&eTj anchored before the town of

Whilft the (hips jay here, the Merchants of M?
cao finilhcd their agreement lor the galcort, for

which they h;id offered 6000 dollars ; this was

fiiuch (hort of her value, biit the impatience oi

th« Commodore to get to fca, to which thc'mcr-

chams were no ih'angers; prompt-d them to infill

on fo vmcqual a bargain. Mr. yinfin hiid-leaiHt

fnouf^h irom the Englijh at Canton to conje»5li;io,

tha* the war betwixt Great-Britain and >^^:n':f was


