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It may not be according to the art of war, bat it shows
courage, and courage ohallenges admiration. However Mr.
Speaker, we saw, everyone in this House could pee, the

laborious etl'ort, the most ungrateful labor, which the hon.
member for West- Durham was performing. That great
master of the language was uneasy in the work of propping
with carefully shaped arguments, of coverii'g with his most
elaborate periods what he felt his great talent could not

force into the minds of his followers. Overwhelmed by the

weight he was carrying, at one moment he was obliged to

confess that the vote he would give in this case was " an
inexpedient vote." Yes, Mr. Speaker, it will be an inex-

.

* pedient vote, not only an inexpedient, but a useless vote,

inexplicable and indefensible. In Ontario, in the Mari-

time Provinces, it will be received with hostility; in the

Province of Quebec it will be received with suspicion.

An hon. MEMBER. Hear hear.

Mr, CHAPLEAU. If the hon, gentleman opposite, who
says " hear, hear," listened to his own intimate feelings, he
would say that it is preposterous to think that the loyalty

of the Dominion will accept, however eloquent it may have
been, a plea in favor of that revolt such as was claimed by
the hon. member for^Quebec-East. That plea will not be
accepted. The Dominion of Canada cannot accept it. I
regret to be forced to say that the hon. gentleman by the
course he has taken has not " caused the House of Com-
mons to speak with a voice and in a sense which posterity,

after these heats have cooled and these mists have cleared,

shall ratify and confirm." If the vote of the hon.
member for West Durham, if his voice, if the sym-
pathy he has been attempting to raise, received, even in the
Province of Quebec, the answer he has invited, I would say
that ther, contrary to his own protestations, he would have
the sad glory of having built a political platform on the
scaffold of fto,^ I na, that he had cemented party ties with
the blood of the condemned man, and he would be one
of those who had dared
" To attempt the Future's portals with the Past's blood-rusted key."

That would be his success. But I hold that this design will be
., IVustrated by the desire in the Province from which I come

to combine—using the words of the hon. gentleman—the

affirmation of one's rights with forbearance in favor ofother
people's rights, to secure that common citizenship to all

which will make of Canada a great and glorious country,

inhabited by a united and happy people.

I hope that what the hon. gentleman himself has said

will prove true, and that the people of Quebec will believe


