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would have proved very difFerent from the

ideas which it is now known were at that time

prevalent in the governing councils of this

kingdon].'* By this mode of accounting for

it, you bring a charge againft the American

Secretary of endeavouring to withhold from

his Sovereign ufeful and neceflary informa-

tion. This charge, it muft be obferved, refts

merely upon your own authority ; and when
we confider that you are a party concerned

;

that your feelings appear to be unufually irri-

tated, and your refentment warm ; your au-

thority cannot have that weight upon the pre-

fent occafion, which upon all other occadons

it is juflly entitled to.

But the candid and the fenfible will ex-

amine this charge as if brought by an in-

different perfon, and afcertain how far it

could be the intereft of the American Se-

cretary to obferve fuch a condud ; and if he

wiftied to fupprefs your information, whether

he took the means moft probable to attain that

end. By admitting you to the royal prefence,

your information, it is true, would be imme-

diately told in the royal ear ; and however un-

favourable to the prevaiiing fyftem, few are

fo ignorant of the ajts of a court, and the per-

fuafive


