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gar pafHon of a pre-determination againfl:

a juft convidtion, is not furely the cha-

raderidic of a lover of reafon and truth :

and fuch I take it for granted you are,

or the addrefling my fentiments to you
would be labor knowingly loft. At the

fame time I aiii^ fo far from deprecating

your fcorn and indignation,'.fliould you have

juft caufe to think that I am defignedly

employing thoie iacred names of reafon

and truth for covers to fophiftry ahd falie*

hood, that in that cafe I befpeak their

falling on me with redoubled weight.

- And now, without farther preface, al-

low me to lead you back to that cele-

brated, or, to exprefs myfelf with more
propriety, to that infamous epoch, when
it was impoflible to defpife mere than

it deferved, the imbecillity of a mini-

ftry, and the confequent damage and dif-

honor to the nation from the faint, un-

adequate manner, in which our war was
coridudled : when to point our the utter-

mort bathos into which we were funk, it

may fuffize to obferve that an ifland, I re-

peat it, an ifland, belonging to ufe a ma-
ritime power, indifputably fuperior in na-

val ftrength as well as in many others to

our enemy, was (hamefully loft, after fuch

a precedent


