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from tlio journals of voyuf^nti^- urul scientific parties of 'exploration,

by viirious routes, tlu'oiij^'li that ro^'ion.

For a small i)arty of ten to fifteen persons hastily gotUai )ip, the

Stevens route apt)oars to be the least i'avoriible of the throe routes

not only as to distance, Imt also as to the features of the country,

character and numlwu- of the Indian iribes throu.c^h which they

would nnavoidaldy hav(! to jtass. The distance from St. I'aiil to

Vancouver on the Columbia is l,S<t4 miles, to ^oatthj, a port on the

east side of Pu^^et Sound, by the Coliiml)ia route, two thousand

twenty-ilve miles, 1,152 miles of which is throuf^li an uncultivablo

rcj^ion, alfordin^i; but little f^ame, at uncertain seasons, and at it.

late season not a sulliciency of j^rass for atiimals. We will I'len

dis|>oso of this route, vvitli tiie rcMuark that hovvev(.'r practic.ible or

desiraljle it may be—as heini^'- all within our own boundary—for a

lar;i;e and stron.u;' party, leavin,:^'' St. Paul not later than the 15th of

May, it cauu(>t be rccnmmendeil I'or a small [)arty startirifi; from

here at a lat(! season. We have tiien th<' cli()ic(> of the two routes

by the Saskatchewan, and to j^ive somothin*^ lik<i a correct idea of

that re,!^'ion, and the features <- f tiie rout<'S usually tr;iv<!lled by the:

voya;j^eurs of tlu; Hudson Uay (Company, 1 will ipiote from the Jour-

nal of an expedition by tlw; (b)luml>iii, up tiiat river by its nerth

branch, thence to the tributaries of the SaskiitclKiwan, and down

that stream and the valley by water, and by land to ]?as de la Uiv-

iero, .'I, day's journey from Fort ^^birr^', lied Riv('r Setthnnent.

The i)arty started on the Ith ol" April, IVom near the mouth of

the Columbia, which tliey ascended in can(jes. On the 10th ol

May th(>y lirst ^ot sifjht of the Kocky Mountains, and sent forward

a piirty to procure horses ivuil supplies from the eiist side. From
the west base of the mountains they travelled on foot, carrying

packs of lifty pounds each, includiri;^- tluiir [)rovisioi!S, wliieh con-

sisted of i)oun(h.'d corn brou,t!;lit IVoin the Columljia, aiid ])enunican,

found in a cn/ie. Helbi'e, ho\v(!\cr, they commenced ttieir foot

march, and after leavinji; the Cohunbia,, they ascended for some
distance a small stream called Canoo River, from the fact that it

WHS upon its itanks the lirst canoc-s were constructed which de*

scended to the Pacific
; distance by Arrowsmith's map, twelve

hundred mihis. •;

Their march thron{,W» the passes of the mountains commenced on
the 14th of i\Iay, and "was very fatig-uin-- in coTiseipience of the

depth of the snow; on either side were inunense ghuticu's of ice-

bound rocks, on whi.'h the rays' (»f the settin*:,- sun rellecb;d the

most beautifid prismatic colors. One of those peaks was like a
fortress of rock

; it rose eighteen iiundred feet perpendicularly
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