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partially alive to tlu- (uu!ltlc^^ hfaiilics of fnrtii

ami colour wiiicli (ioil has spread before our
eyes, and the ix<pu-ite harmonies iti sound with
vvhiih lie resales our ears. Think what the
world would he like without tho>e blessinijs

—

the colours oi' the flowers, tlie perfect forms of
leaver and >teiu'>. the miuks of birds, the lauyhler
of children! In humble K'ralitude. therefor-'. Ut
us cultivate those faculties which enable us fc

value the kI'Tious architecture of the Most IliKli

lest it may be said of us that we have "eyes, but
see not; ears, but hear not; and hearts without
U!..ler>taiidiii>s'." Carlyle has said: '"Man always
wor>hii)> soiiulhinv,'; alway> he sees the Intinite

shadowed forth in something; tlnite; and indeed
can and mu>t so see it in any linite tliiiij^. once
tempt him well to fix his eyes thereon." The
contemi)lation of the wondrous works of Crea-
tion, therefore, lifts up the mind of the observer
from the ICarth, which is God's footstool, to
humble adoration of the Great Creator, whose
inlinite Wisdoin and Goodiies> are proclaimed
by every object He has made.

"How often from the steep
Of echoinj^ hill or thicket have we heard
Celestial voices to the midnight air.

Sole, or responsive each to otlier's note,
Sinpinp their j^reat Creator."

The beauties of Nature have a rcfinincr effect
on the minds and characters of men. There is

much trutl in the saying of a wise man of
-Ancient Greece that "Men's spirits are suscep-
tible to certain influences, diffused like streams
or currei.ts by fair things or persons vis-bly

present—green fields or children's faces, for
instance—into the air around them, and which,
with certain natures, are like potent material
essences, conforming the seer to themselves, as
by some cunning physical necessity." In other


