
PLAYGRuUNLo
Their Importance to Our Social tabnc.

That l'las^ii>iiii<l> I'imim mi iiii|i<iit:iiil lactor in tlio ii|>l>uil<linu

i)f our social falnic innv lie rcailily sci'ii from tlic (•(•nsi<lcr-.'tin?i of

the follow in-; facts

FIRST- r<ii- physical n-asoii.-. Wo an- all aware of the vaiu'.>

piacctl upon o|icii-::ir tic.il iiiciit hv |irotiiitic>tit moilical iiicti of tlic

ilay. Tlu" valito of fresh air aiui suiisiiitie can iianily he over-

estiiiiateii The value of physical ox«'rcise for icrowiuj: boyji anil

;:irls is niiuost too ohvious to ueeil emphasizing. l'"or instance,

the country hoy on coininjj to the city, other thiujrs tieirij; e<iual.

in many cases soon oiit-ijistances his city-bn>il hrother. The reason
is not har-l to seek. Iteareil ami<l the pure air .iml sunshine-

of the country he jieneraily has a roliust aiiij vigorous cotisiilution.

anil possesses an amount of vitality and en.lur.-iiu-e which stamls
him in i'lioil steMil in ''.le \\e:iranil tearof city life.

.^lit O'sD I'or moral rca.sons. When all i> sai.l ami iloiu',

the tiling that count.s niost in any man'> life cannot he measured
by tliee-.tent of his hank account liut hy what h(> is. that i>. his own
fierson;'.l character. There is |)ei'haps no lienor ^^chool for laying:

the tounilation of ;i ;;ooil character than the playiiroiiml. Here
the cliiM loarns .self-rest raitit. self-control, self-saeritice. |oyalt\

to his te:im or chih, the value of oriiani/alion. self-respect
. truthful-

ness anil iilieilicnce- in a manner in which he will nev.T have a
chaiu'f to Icuii a<:;iiTi at any other i)erioil of his existence. In a

cosmopoiiiMU city such as our own. jilayirrounils would I'orm an
import.inl f.u'tor in \vcldin>; to<rotlier the dilTereni iniionalities

and spreadiu.i; the kno\vleil;:e of the Mn^lisli lan^uace.

.Not h.ivinji playjrrou.. Is such as mooted, liie majnriix of mir
lily children ha\e no alternative other tiiaii playinjr in the streets.

The elTecl of tliis o;i tlieii- morals is. in most ca.ses. depjorihlo.
There, what can they learn? iJrunkenness, liad lanj:uai;o, dis-

ohedicnce ;;nd fieni'ral laulessiu'ss. It is not to he wondered at that
many parents find their children hard to maium:o after a few years
of playing in such an environment. Many n child has in this way
picked up e\il habits which <'vi>r after warped .and distoiied its

moral character.

The general consensus of opinion indicates that where pla\-
ixrouiids have boon established, there has been a decrease in the
ruindier of iioublesome childicn. I'nlice Ollicers. I'roliation


