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lilel.o is 110 doub>, that the stuidy of
systcttîatic tlîeology lias teccived botlî a
ncew imipuilse and a niew tnetlîod iii recent
years. For' soine tiitue the wonderful
advance of exegetical studios and the
developinent of biblical and lîiý,torica1
theology hiad eitiier thruovn the formiai
s;ystelittic tlîeology into the baicligrouind,
or reduced it to a niere orderly exposition
of dogînatics. The scholastic spirit whiclb
soughit witl intense earinestuiess for the
rationai grouind anxd the logical inter-
dependence of the elenients of Christiani
doctrine had given place to the inductive
inivestigaY,ýtion 'o? facts, and the tracicg of
their bistorical evolution.

By tliese înetlîods, at least two new
departnients of theolo!cical science have
grown up largely wvitlhin this century.
But, in addition to this, the new inethods
have ftirnishied a new basis and new
iaterials froni îvhich to work out afresbi,
and wvitlî far more success than of old, a
systemn of religious truth. A systeniatic
thcology, i.e., a tlieory of religion, whichi,
by the way, einbraces ail things the
Clîurch and the Chiristian wvorld will have.
Our intellectual nature is unsatisfied
until iii sonie wvay we have fashionod for
ourselves a theory, however crude, of
the how and why of evorytbing iii whieh,
we are interested. ;

Dr. Gerliart begins his work with a
tlîoroughly niasterly conception o? the
task of the systernatic theologian. Sys-
tematie theology is to hinm no more
scliolastic concatenation of biblical, his-
torical and dogînatic tlîevlogy. Lt lias a
distinct purpose and character of its own.
It inakes use of cadi of the others, but
only as furnishing inaterial for its own
distinctive structure ; and that structure
is not a ncre patchwork, bat is bitilt
according to its own forinatiive idea, a
perfect unity in itself.

The pritîciplo of theooozy our author
States iii those w'orls : IlIt is ncecessary
tliat Christianî trutb, as taughit iii tlîe
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X.ne Testamient anid adjustcd tu the
deîniaîids of apostolie tintes, ho trans.
latcd inito mtodes of apprehiension adjusted
to te Chamged Social anid scieutitlu uleeds
anîd to the uew capacities of Ccd suc-
cessive age." Aga.ini, "A livinig Chaîrichi
caxinot but grow inteusi vely and oxteil-
sively ; alfd a living- rbeology caunot but
gî'oW iii clearness, consisteiicy and wealth
o? divine kni.wlodgo-. But the -enoine
progress o? theology %vili always incelude
the reciprocal action o? two faÎctors-thie
objective force of the written Word and
the scientific capacities of the Churchi."

riolloving up this ilea, bis object is to
p'osent the whole field of Christian
trutli iii ternis îvhich satisfy the scientifie
niiind asid tnethods o? our day. This ilh
of course include the scientiflo interpre-
tation of Mic sources, the sciontîflo anialy-
sis o? the niaterial, as ivelI as its scientilie
synthesis or construction, in systeutatie
fortu. How far our author bias succeeded
in this task wvi1l appear fromn a few
exainples.

A Methodist in cxaminingy a systein of
theology înanatiig froin a Calviniistie
brancb o? the Church, naturally turns to
thc doctrine wvhicli lies at the foundation
o? Calvinism, thc soveroignty of God.
This tlîe author rocog-nizos as thc funda-
mental and forinative doctrine of the
systean. It is statod as follows : "lThc
decetiil systeni begins with the sovereign
wvill of God. God governs mati and the
univorse according to an eternal uncon-
ditional docree. The decree is twofold,
negative and positive. A definite nuan-
ber of augels and mon are cliosen unto,
life eternal, ail otiiers are passed by.
The Son o? God beconies man and per-
ibras tlîe wvori o? redletption Io tho end
thait thte elect, niay ho saîved fromn con-
deination. The incarnation beconies
ail oxpedient o? divine xisdom ; tîxe
chie? purpose o? Chiristianity is to effeot
roconciliation botwveeîî the eloct and God
by divinie agoncies. " 0f this systetn our
autlior says: "Cnstructiîîgr a tlîeological
systetîî fronii ttis point~ of vioîv God is
falsely exalted above muan, and inan 18
roeezatedl to a plane of existence un-
wvorthy o? Efis divine iugsip"Thc
opposite systoni lie defines as follovs :

Armnius, Il ig.inst tlîe false i)rodotn-
ixiance o? tic divine wvill, asserted the
i'ighits o? Inn. l Overlooking tic itnipor-


