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THE EXPORT LUMBER TRADE 0F
BRITISH COLUMBIA.

At the atînuial mieeting ai tlîe Pacific Coast
Lumber Maiîiacturcrs' Association, lieid nt
Tacoma, Wash,:on August 22nd, ain interest-

ingaddesswasdciivered by Mr. R. Il.
Alexander, of Vancouver, B.C., îvho reviewed
in ait able mnarier the conîditions governing the
lumber trade ai Britishî Columbia. Mr.
Alexander's rernarks wcre w; foilowvs:

Wlîen we gel together wu realize tliat
there are troubles ailier Osaisi aur aiv aîîd 1
tbink the mere fac. tlîai the ailier fellow-wlia

bias been seiiing our cti;tomer lunîber-has
troubles ai lus awn, iii sanie subile manner
reconciles us ta aurs.

-Whe.i the formatiaon af the Pacific Lumber
Maiîuiacturers' Association ivas first proposed
1 was îlot very nîuch inîpresscd %itb it, as I déd
ual. see iii exactly îvhat way ive would be in-
terested. Siiite itb organil.ation, 1iw~r

have beeuî eîîliglitenseti. ln thie first place we

have aur imdefatigable secrelary, Mr. Beckmnî,
and ali aur niembers kiîow hoiv lie bans
liilpeJ ub b> conîp;iing statistics and getting
uap pri.e Iibtb anud fittiiiblîag ub with informa-

tion tiîat ive couid get in no other %%ay. It
ivas only a short tinie aiter aur organizatian
that il. appeared ta several ai us on the const
that tlîrough tib association îvark could be
dune and àomethiîîg accompliished that liaJ not

been accomplisbed in ail the years~ that we llad
heretalore been at îvark. Scheme atter scheme
liad beeti tried wvith reference ta the cargo
business and .ifter a vcry short timte every one
ai themn -olldpâed. It %vas oui!> after the
formation of îiîis associationu at Seattle that
sonie mnuis could be devised ta gel. the expurt
nîilis inta uine and gel. tlieni mbt the associa-
tion, as weil as those milis catering ta the local
and rail trade, but that bias becai dune and bans
worked %vell, and îvhile aIl tiiese ather scbenîes
whicli gcneraliy origiiîated witb whit bad
torliîerly been tue headquarters of the expart
trade faiied, the wvork put oui foot tree years,
ago b) the founsders of tliis association bas
proved a suiccess-uiot a 'iy iii the tareign trade,
but 1 thiîîk the sanie cati be said wiîh reference
ta the loaI and rail trade, ibougli perhaps the
iiproemeuîts h.*tte nat been so marked.

- l3efore the association wvas formed ev'ery-
ane was working in a haphazard manner.
Now, siîîce the mîansuiacturers have changed
their view,~, îvoiderful changes have been made.
Tlîe price list aioîîe would shiow that. I caîî
remenmber wlien everything iii picce linber
tramt a i X 32 ta0 1 24 X 24-40 feet ivas sold at
the saisie price. By bringing the nîanufac-
lurers together iii this association the price
list lias been îvorked up tvbicb sets the price of
the differexît sizes af dimensioii lumber at a
figure camnusurate wvith the relative cost af
mantifacturing it. 1 thiîîk in that file a
wvoiderful advance lias ijeen nmade that lias
resuited iii a great aniunt ai goad and
profil. ica the manuifacturer. The price list ive
have is the result ai a tremendaus amount ai
work an the part of tiiose who have been
instrumentai in makiiîg il., anid we now have
soîîîetbing like a ratianai price aoi aur praduct.

' At tue cami.,,eiîcenîeit ai the year we took
Up the departnieuît of inspectioni referred ta, anîd

1 arn glad ta sny as ane af the committee that
it lias met sa far with gratifying results. Now,
wvhcn a purcliaser has becîî in the habit af buy.
ing a cargo and being able ta grr.de it wvber it
arrived, thc mats îvho selis it is going ta have
very littlc chance. At the samc time the pur.
chaser is nat gaing ta give up his former
priviiegc in this matter without a struggle, and
in conseqîuence ive must expect that there is
going ta be a certain amaunt of kicking befare
lie takes the inspection of somne one else, where
befare lie had the wvlole say himseif. Sa far,
ive have met with success. There have been
iewer camplaints wvith reference ta the grade
ai lumiber than there wvere farmeriy, and if there
ii a complaint yau knaw that there must be
sametthing very queer about it, as.d it gives the
miii shipping thc luniber a chance ta examine
into the natter carefîîlly.

«'I trust that aur inspection systeml wvill
groîv to the dinmensions% of that ai the VelIow
Pine Associatiçjn, and Ithink by persistent
effort ive cati niake our inspection the standard.
Work that lias been close has shown the
ivonderful progress thatt bias been made along
these baies, and we are now îinspect*sng practic-
aIIy ail ai aur cargo business and aur inspec-
tion ks being recagnized in most of the markets
ta which we ship.

" Re..rring ta the scatistics wshich were read
by Mr. Griggs and prepared by Mr. Ames,
there ivas one part that appealed ta me
especialiy and wbich ivas decidediy true, 1 arn
sorry ta confess, and that was, that he could
nut. get reliable information about.the %hip-
ments. The tro-ble iii British Columbia is
that we are sa far apart, sanie on the caast and
saine an the mounstains. There is very little
intercourse between the two and it is hard ta
gel. information that cans be depended upon.
As far as wve cani make aut wc have an annual
capacity in British Columbia sornewhere bc-
tween 525,000,aoo and 55a,oao,aaa feet, Rnd
yet aur sbipnîents show oniy 275,000,000 ta
300,000,000 feet. You sez, therct.re, there is
mudi unused capacity there and the problemr is
what ta do with the capacity. If bard times
came, and there is a questian that prices are
nat going ta be s0 good as lately, I tbink the
members af this assaiation shouid recagnize
their fr;ends anîd not briîîg the association inta
disrepute and possibiy cause a great falling ofi
ini the price and make it difficult ta get gaad
prices. We ccrtainly haee to face the question
that the mere tact ai seliing a littie beiow the
price wviil not increase the total cansuimption,
and il. merely means that A is taking such
means ta secure some of the business that ivas
being done by B, and when B finds il. aut he
puts bis price bclow that laid by C, and C
cornes back at A andi sa it goes on anid no ance
is the better for it.

IlI tbink the manulacturers on the Paciflc
conlt do not realize noîv that there is a value
ini standing timber vr!hich a few years ago was
flot thought of. The only question a short
timie ago wvas ta manufacture as fast as you
cauld gel. il. mbt timber and you were ai riglit.
The manusfacturers are slow getting the capacity
sa far attend ai tbe consumption that the coni-
sumers are unable ta takc what is offered, and
the tbing ta do is to curtaii the output and ivait

uintii the markets revive. There is no sense in
giving aîvay the wealtb ai aur tinîber or iii
cutting il. up and seliing it and flot making ail>
money. If %ve cani eniarge aur terr*tory b%
getting laîver rates from the railroad s0 we caiî
incrzase the consuimptian in thsit îvay, or il we
cati gel. lawer rates on tiîe common clpsses of
luniber praduced an this coast and cans market
il. in iacalities tram which we are exciudied at
present, I do nul. think there is any need for a
decreased production. The great difficuity is
that the heavy denmznd ta tlîe east ai us is for
tiîe higher grades ai lumber. We aIl know
that wve manufacture a good deal more ai the
comnion than we do ai thc hliglier grades and
the probiemi is being continually forced upon us
as ta what ivill becoîne ai the rougli lumber.

"lThe foreign business is rest.-icted. 1It is
truc that it lias increased but itl.ias not kept
pace îvith the increased capacity of the miiis.
In sortie coontrieb yaus wili find a gratifying in-
cr,!a.e in the recordis for tbis year, but if you
lok.k bick you ivili find that the samle country
for thc year before and probabiy tîva years
before hans taken very uittle froim us and the
increase for the one ye.ir is bimply lakiîîg
îvhat they diti not buy before. In Austialia,
wbich is one ai aur beaviest customers, tlîe
trade felI aff somethimîg like 40 percent. during
fast year. 0f course that wab an ai.touiàt of
the hard limes and next year Austraia caîî showi
a grittifying increaise ; but il is flot an increase
on the whole, but mereiy evening up the trade
with that counîtry. Our great distanîce trams
many ai the iakts operates against us and il.

is J;ficut ta send aur Itimber ta tliose markets
in time ta satisfy the requirenients af tbe
dealers. Tbey cati ge. it front mucb nearer
sources and they do nat care ta wait six manths
ar a year for us ta fili their orders. Our
business bas develapeti and aur markets have
broadened, but it bas been a slow develapmient
and in the meantime the milîs are increasing
their capacity and there must be an outlet for
their praduct.

IIn reference ta this I %,ouid like to say
that I think there shouid be some respect
shown for each othcr's territary. We are
meeting severe cumpetition trom milîs in Ibis
stae that are sending lumber inta Manitoba.
The difficuity with us if the sanie as that with
Uic milîs located here. We bave more corn-
mois lumber than we cati readiiy seii, and ifiyou
do send yaur lumnber up there, we are botb
miembers ai the sanie association, and I think
ive should respect eacb otber's Iacaiity.

IlThey cani takc. thcir stiare ai il., but if ilîey
do, they shouid seli it on the same terins and
at the same price that it is sold by the Canadiaîî
lumbermen.

I arn sorry that 1 cannet give you bcuter
statistics and mîore information in regard ta the
output of British Columbia miils, because il. is
just as 1 have stated."

*1How ta Mecasure Up WVcod-Work for Buildings"
as the title cf a bock by Owen B. M1aginnis, af New
York, the price cf wlîich is S0 cents. It describes the~
simplcst and most accurate methods to bc followed
wvhen figuring up the wood rcquired for cither brick or
frame houses, and is thorougly illustrated. The pub.
tishers are the Industrial Publication Company, New
York.


