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apparèrit connection rnay possibly be due to other conditions
whieh remain obscure. 1 prefer týo re]y on syllogistie reaaoning
and the deducti-,e rnethod, which Mill represents in bis Logic as
the instrument of ehief value ini the study of social affairs. 1
haIve pointed out that the punishnients inflicted by society are
silvi as to afford adequate gratification to the vindictive senti-
inents against the crimninel, The degree of punishment is pro-
portionate to the str':ngeth of the resentmient. Now, there is no
question that capital punishment la more potent to gratify the
public revenge than any other formi of punishment now in use.
fi is (in fLu11 harimony Nvith public opinion) eonfined to, the most
callous and cold-blooded murders, iii which publie animosity
is roused to its fullest extent. It la not enîployed for mninoi.
eriwes, lu which vindictive feelings arc 1cms pow'erful; though
eveii then, in such cases as the wholesale ruin of poor people by
Somne f raud ulent co iipail>-p romiioter exci ti n)g our high ind ignation,
wec often hear it said that the ot!en<lcî deserves to bc hanged.
The fact that capital punishment la ouly' invoked to iieet the ý

hiighiest flighits of public resentineut is an uncquivocal proof
tha.ýt popular sentiment regards it as the înost terrible of ail pun-
isiaents. Whether popular, sentiment on thiis iriatter is well
grounlded or iiot, la anothcr question. I1 shall shorJly endeavour
to shew that it isnfot; but in flic mieanwhile 1 arn only eoncerned
to note the attitude o? popular sentiment, and to drame the obvi-
ons corollary that the punislimient m-hich popular sentiment
regards as the most terrible is necessarily that which the publie
are mnost desirous to avoid, and therefore that which has the
greatest deterrent effeet.

The saine conclu~sion înay be drPwn £romn the propaganda o?
the abolitionists themseîves. Do tney regard capital pinishmient
as tlic most terrible of ail penalties? If not, la it the case that
they wish to aboliali it for the purpose of instituting another
punishment, such as prolonged imprisonmient, which. appears to
thiem more terrible? TIhey will hardly admît it. If, then, they
advoeate abolition, simaply because capital punlahment appears
to thein too horrible for our modern civilization, we may aurely


