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It is rnot; sur-nrising that a largi, percentage of lawýyers find
their way inte the various legislatures of the Anglo-Saxon
countries, and their presence there canziot be but for the welfare
of the people. We have a goodly proportion of them ini thé vari-
ous Parliaments of the Dominion and provinces; but the number
is not to be cumpared to the preponderance of lawyers in the
legisiative bâalls of the United States. The executive liead of
that eountry is a trained Iawyer and jurist. In his Cabinet of
nine niembers, lie ii advi4ed by iiot Iess thanl seven lawyers, Miost
of themn distinguished at the Bar. The Sernate is composed of
ninety.two members, sixty-seven of whom bielong to the profes-
sion of the law, and the presiding offleer of -the Senate also
belongs to flic sanie bcdy. Two huindred and twelvc memnbers
of the fluse of Repr-e!entative.4, which lis composed of thire
hundrcd and ninety-cighit i-embers are also lawyers.

We learn £rom an esteerned conternporary that Judge Lawson,
Deun of the Law School of Missouri State University, lias re-
cently returned fromn England, where lie made an exteyded .4tudy
of the, crimiinal procedure of the courts of thiat country. The
information hie obtained there hias convinieed ifii tlh",t the rourts
of his owin land "'arc a century beliind those of England in the
inatter of criminal procedure.'' This is a somiewhat reniirkable
admnission, and is coupled with the assertion that "Ainericani
practices leading to international delays and repeated postpone.
ments of cases are flot known and %would not be perrnitted if
attempted in England.'> The sanie writer refers to the higli
standing of the judges of the English courts; speaking of theni
as being meon of the highiest type and woll paid. Unfortunately,
in Canada, as %well. as the United States, political influence is too
strong a factor. The remarks with wvhich the editor of the Lait
Notes concludes his observations lias a certain application here
as thero: "la it any wondor, then, that our courts are go far
below tho standard which they ought to attain? They do flot
app-al to the highest type of lawyers f romi any point of vieiv,
and no attempt is made to secure that type of laivyers for thoir
presiding officers."


