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States Senate, and has been for the last
twO Years Attorney General. H1e lias a
higli, thougli not the highest reputation,
at the bar.

The Englisli Solicitors are moving, to
h secure an amendment of the law in a mat-

ter so obviously denianding amendment
as te render it somewhat astonishing that
the desired resuit lias net long, ago been
achieved in England and in Canada.
The various law societies there are about
forming a scale of charges for payment of
convoyancing work by commission on the
value of the property in question, with a
view to secure its general adoption and
its ultimate sanction by statute. The
profession in Ontario sliould unite te
secure a similar resuit, and should net
cease from thoir exertions tili unlicensed
practitioners are prohibited frem, drawing
instruments relating to the transfor of
lands. This weuld be a been net oniy
te the profession, but to the public. It
ia a mattor of frequent romark from. the
bencli that many expensive law-suits
have originatod in the blunders of rustie
conveyancers, whese knowledgo of legal
drafting lias cerne to them, by nature.
If that man be a fool wlio has himself for
a client, cortainly lie does net mucli mend
his folly by taking lis lay-neiglibour as
has solicitor. It is now full timo that

* the profession should assert its rights and
protect the public from tliomselves in this
matter of irrosponsiblo cenveyancing.

We trust we shaîl net shock the sense
* of propriety of members of the profession

by deveting somo space in our columns te
the lightér and more entertaining- part of
legal litorature. We shall occasionally
mingle with the purely legal wliat lias
been called tlie " literary legal ; ia ethor
words that whici aims at entertaining
more than instructing, iii the belief that
the dignty of the law does net necessariîy
inean duliness of the law. In this de-

partment we promise that the same Severef
meditation and conscientieus labour wil-t
be employed as is spent upon our pro-j
feundost articles, and we hope that the
severest criticism will see nothing to
offond a refined taste, or te wound the
feelings of the most susceptible.

Wo dare te say that, although dryness
is supposed te bo the special attribute of
Iaw, in ne association of men is there
more wit and humour displayed than «in
the courts of law. The jeux d'esprit of
the bencli and bar in othor countries are
carefully recorded, and a Mnost interesting,
and characteristic collection of witty say-
ings is thus preserved. Is oui legal. com.-
munitydeficient in asense ofliumourl Are
"cgood things," whicli are worth preserv-
ing, nover said i oui courts 'i On the con-
trary, we confidently affirm. that in our
own courts the tedium of a trial or argu-
ment is cmnstantly *enlivened by some î
bon mot or playful sally, from bendli or'
bar, whicli is worthy of record-the bril-
liant wit aud clever repartee of at least
one distinguished present member of tlie
bendli (net to spoak of many of those,
who have lieretefore meted eut justice in
Osgoode Hall) lias seldom. been excelled'
by the most ready of his brethren i Great
Britain. Tliinking thon, with Sterne,"tliatl
every timo a man smiles-but mucli more
se wlien lie laugls-it adds something te'
this fragment of life, " we invite eutr
friends te note carefully everything that.ý
bears a semblance te. a j oke i relation to
legal matters, and sené1., us. Lt will hol
received with tliaùrhý Ik il we receg<
nize therein anytliing -24 aluable in thOý
lineoef humour, we shalf give it te th.
world, and we feel sure that the world,
ivill bo noue the worse for reading it.

The followincr'observations of Presidelat.,
Grant i is recent message teuclhing theý,
repeal of the bankrupt laws are worthy 1
being placed on record i our pages,
this j uncture, liaving, regard. te the ag 1m-
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