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JOHN WILLIAM SMITH.

1I bavd donc iiotbing wortliy of being
remembcred for,", said Tohin William
Smith to a friend, shortly before bis
deah b; but sucli bas not been the verdict
of those who have survi-ved bim, anti wiho
bhave kuowu and appreciated bis labours.
lat lie accomplished. nothing cisc, lis
«"Leading Cases'> would bave been a
n1 oonent which would bave perpetuated
bis name andi memory wben most of bis
contemperaries were forgotten. There
is naturally a desire te know sometbing
of the men whc, have connected thein
names with, anti impresseti their thouglits
upon the best of oun legal lîterature.
Amen. these, few tieserve a biglier rank
than Mn. Smith. We bave prepareti the
following bnief sketch of his life in the
belief that it will be founti interesting
te al], àind in flic hope tbat it will prove
instructive te the young lawyer in teacli-
ing hlm to wait anti prepare for his oppor-
tue ity with modest patience and fortitude
anid indemitable industry anti encrgy, anti
that other important lesson, se often for-
gotten, the nccettsity of moderation ini the
pnsnit of the distinctions and emoluments
of bis profession. To memoirs by two of
Mn. Sinitb's fintis-one by Mr. Phihi-
miore in the Law Mlagazine for Februany,
1746, and the other by Mr. Samuel

'ýaren in Blackwood for February, 1867,
ve are intiebteti for mnost of the facts of
this article.

,John William Smith was bori of Irish
parents, in London, on the 23ti of January,
1809. lie tiisplaycd, even in bis carly
yý ars, a prececieus intellectual tievelop-
neiit, net ofteui te ba higbly valued, but

'.which proveti, in bis case, an accurate
iiçieation of the great mental powers
vhi0i lie displayeti in maturer years.

le 1826 lie entered Trinity College,
Iuln, wliere bis wbele, cancer was oe

of eytriumph. lu 1829, lie gaincd a
st ltelarship, anti, the year followiog, the
g old iedal for classics, the highcst honor
iii tite gift of tbe collage. Se little, how-

teý-, was lie clateti by this distinction,
ti t', it was nt)t ntil some ycans aften-

vrtitat, happening te be in Dublin, lie
ca i cd fer anti receivati bis modal. llav-
lnýe itýrrnineti te go to the bar, lie was
e{Aterel1 at the inmer Temple in 1827,

though stili pursuing bis course at Trinity.
The ease with whicb lie got through hie
collegiate studies left bim leisure for the
acquisition of legal knowledge, and ho
procureti a copy of ]3lackstone, andi reati
it through several limes with dieep atten-
tion. Cruise's Digest, in seven volunmes,
octavo, lie also read twice over, and Coke
upon Littieton-an " uncouth, crabbed
author," as Lord Mansfield said-he
studieticarefully. This vouald be arather
formidable course for leisure hours at
college, but so rapidly and attentively did
Mr. Smith read, and se tenaciously did
lis memory retain, that it was to him no
difficuit task. In 1830, hie began keeping
terms at the Inner Temple, andi lis ap-
pearance then was describeti by a fellow
student as that of " a bashful, awkwarti
person, duli and taciturn, with a formai,
precise way of speaking, and a slight
ahruptness of manner." " us personal
appearance ivas, it must lie candidly own-
ed, certainly insignîficant and unmprepos-
sessing. Rie was of slight make, a trifle
under the middle height ; his hair was
rather liglît, and his complexion pale. Hie
wore spectacles, being excessively near-
sighted, and hiad a very sligbt cast in bis
eyes, which were somewhat full and pro
minent. The expression of lis features,
at ail events -wýhen in repose, was neither
intellectual for engagi no, but they ima-
proved when hie was animated or exciteti
in conversation. " Not a prepossessing pic-
ture, surely, but then it is only of the ex-
tenion, the physical. is mmnd proved to
be as wonderfal andi beautiful as bis body
was plain anti ungainly, and it did flot
take very long for the wortbier of his fol-
low students to discover this.

In the same year lie eutered the Cbam-
bers of Mn. Richard Blick, one of the
most eminent special pleatiens in tlie
Temple, and after neading Titit's Practice
and Selwyn's INisi Prius, concludeti that

beh lied not a sufficient knewledge of
pleacling to get any benefit fnom the busi-
niess whidi lie saw." Hie thenefere ab-
sented himself from cliambers for a time,
and aften having reati most thorogly
Chitty on Pleatiings andi Phillips on
Evideuice, returneti to avail himself of the
advantages offeneci by Mr. IBlick's exten-
sive practice. liere lie laid thc basis of
an extended, profound and scientific know-
ledge of the law. With a wonderfal
memnory, a dlean, vigorous anti disciplinei
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