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"whioh they (ths sppollsnts) were to be configed

4n ovidence, and I required similar declaration
and olsim from the other municipalities desiring
ts be heard and with the like object~these
declarations were atl pot in—as the duty might

- ba thrown upon me to equalize the whole nssess-

mant for the County, I further stated thatIwas
repared, 80 far as time would allow, to hear
evidonoe submitted by any municipality to assist
me to & just equalization, aud 1 named tho day
when I would commence taking any evidence
that might be eubmitted to me. Iu the course
of the dissussion ag to the division of the time
avallable for eiva voce testimony, it was pro~
posed to leave the matter in my hands upen the
dosumentary evidence of a public character that
Imight call for, and that 1 was to proceed to
hear and determine the matter of the appeal

_under the power and provisions of sub-see. 8 of

#eo, 71, of the Assessment Act, it being under-
stood that I might use my personal knowledge
in such determination, and to this all the musi-
cipalities appenring assented.

The equalization made by the County Council,
and the table upon which they ncted, were put
in evidenoe in the regular way and the rolls for

. 1868 were likewise produced, upon the ca!l of

the appellants, from the custody of the county
slerkt, who also subsequently furpished certain
statoments or rbstracts from the rolls (thoe
oorrectuess of which I tested for myself).

No other evidence was given or tendered to me
on belis!f of any municipality in the covuty, and
Ibave in fact been left to determine upon the
tame material that was or ought to have been
beforo the County Council in making the equal-
fzation. And upos that material in the absence
of any otber evidence I have equalized the whole
asseasment of the county, and in so doing deter-
minad necessarily the specific matters appenled.

1t was understood, I know, that I was not to
go into the vearons why I bad arrived at certain
conciusions, why decided in & certain way--but
simply to give judg.aent; yot, as I had neces-
sarily to decide to the best of my ability the
watter of lnw argued before me, I think it right
to stete the grousds which led my wmind to ®
;mnclusi'\n g to the proper construction of the
ITH

The asaeasments are made in each munieipality
by & looal officer appoiuted for the purpose by
the sorporation of the town or township,

The work of twenty-thres or more officers,
each acting independently in pevforming o diffi-
cult duty, is not likely to yresent results show-
ing & just relation between sll the valuatious
threughout a county, .

In respout ‘o the question of valus slun, it ia
But enay to aatisfy the judgment, and no two per-
Bong, I am sure, would be likely without confer-
ence or inter-gommunication, to arrive at similar
results oven upon similar material. 1o point of
edusation, in sonuduess of judgment, and in
fitness for the duty thers must be a groat diversity
amonget the assessors.

The law not providing for the assessment for
the whole county by a limited number of men,
aoting together and guided and govorned by uni-
form prineiples, but%y separate and independent
vainnters, it was obvious that great injustics
wight be wrought il every munleipality was In

cfieot, allowed to say how much it would contris
bute to & county rate, nnd so doubtless the pro-
vision in sec. 71, was made to enable the Coun'y
Council sv to deal with the valuations mads by
individual assessors, as to make them present s
Jjust basis in apportioning & county rate. .

The section referred to shows how this is to
be acoomplished.

First. The rolls for the preceding year are
to be examined by the Council of the County **for
the purpose of assertnining whether the velua-.
tions made by the asseszors in each township,
town or village bear s just relation to the valua-
tion so made in sil guch townships, towus and
villages.”

Setcond. They inust, scoording as fustios
may require, increrse or decrense the aggregate
valuntions of property (of resl nnd of personal
property) in any towuship, town or village, by
adding or deduoting: 80 much per centum as may
in their opinion be necessary to produce a just
relation between all the valuativns of real and
personal estate threughout the county.

This duty it is made incumbeat upon County
Councils to perform, nnd the objest to be Rosom-
plishied is plainly indicated, viz:—That property
sot down in one or thors townships or towrs at half
or one-tenth it may be of its value,~—the valua-
tions in other towns or townships being but 10 per
gent, or some other figure under actual worth—
maynot be allowed ~.0 50 remain, but by deducting
from some, or addiag to others, or otherwise by
levelling up or dowp to some one standard, all
may he breught into just relutions of value over
the whole County, 1n doing this, bowever, there
is & restriction in the Iatter part of the clause,
That the aggregote valuation for the whole
county is not to be reduead; the figuring
may be inoreased, hut is not to be brought below
the sum of the apgregats values on the rolls;
the just relstion in value spoken of in section
71, being produced by the action of the Council
s stated therein,

Sub-scction 2 disoriminates between town and
country property, declaring as I understand i,
that town property as compared with country
property, shall be arbitrarily reduced fo three-
fiftha,

I am pressed with the diffoulty of reconciling
the language in the first and second sub.sestions.
But when I look at the obvious intention of the
1aw, I cannot thinlk the legislature invited and
dirested the Counails to do that which in the
next liac (if the sul-seotion is to bo construed as
lenving them, the iTounty Council, only a minie-
terial duty as regards towns) they arz prohibitad
from doing.

By the fGiat sub-section, the council are to
teexamine the rollu of towns, villages, and town-
ships.” Why examine the rolls of towns, villnges,
and townships? Why examine the rolls of towne
ubless for the purpose after-mentioned? They
are to see whether the valuations in the fowne
und villages (town: again) are In just retation to
the valuations ir all the fotns sud villayes
snd townships in the county end they may in-
ereass or decrease the valuations in any, not &
township only, but in sny town, village or town.
ghip adding or deduoting, &0, Towus and vil-
lages ore mentionsd mo less than four times in
the clavee, and in direct sonnection with towa-




