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BRITISH EXPLOIT AT HILL 60 WAS ONE OF FINEST IN HISTO

CRISIS IN GREAT BATT,

LE. PAST

' LOST GROUND BEING RETAKEN

- BRITISHREPELF IERCEATTACKS

Allies Taking Offensive Steadily Force Germans From
Territory Captured in Surprise Attack on French
Troops North of Ypres—Heavy German Attacks
Directed Against British Forces End in Failures.

Bpecial Cakle to The Toronto World,

LONDON, April 25.—The critical stage of the battle precipi-
tated by the Germans north of Ypres, on the British, French and
Belgian lines, has apparently been passed, with the allies resuming the ‘
offensive and steadily pushing the enemy back. The big surprise
gained by the use of asphyxiating gas bombs by the Germans appears
to be overcome. A reat deal of the lost terriiory was recaptured by
noon -today, and latest reports from the battlefield were that condi-
tions were developing favorably for the allies. The Germans attac_ked
Saturday night at several points along the British front from various
directions — north, east and southeast — but they were met by a
counter offensive as fiery and dctcrmzlned as tgeirri_ownil and v:tcre not |
able permanently to gain new ground, says the French report.

Y NO SUCCESS FOR ENEMY. .
The French War Office also reports that Friday night and Sat-
wday morning and afternoon the enemy made strenuous eﬂqm to |
~ avail himself of the surprise he had engineered the day before with his
asphyxiating gas, but had no success. At break of day on Saturday,
on the left bank of the Yser, where the Germans had penetrated, they
succeeded in carrying the Village of Lizerne, but the French Zouaves
and Belgian Carbiniers immediately rallied, made a vigorous counter-
attack, recaptured the village, and passed beyond it. It was discov-
. ered Saturday afternoon thai the Germans were using two army corps
in their attempted advance, and they continued to throw bombs filled
with deadly gas. The French and Belgians were able to make rapid
progress on their right, but their progress was slower on their left.
VIOLENT ATTACKS ON BRITISH.
In the meantime, the British troops were forced to withstand
violent attacks thruout Saturday night and Sunday morning. These
ended with the British in possession of the field. Thus was the French

LIZERNE RECAPTURED.
The Belgian War Office confirms the recapture of Lizerne, and
reports that the Belgiun artillery was able successfully to reply to the
German artillery fire, which was directed

right firmly held.

Belgian lines.
but they were

The Belgian aviators were hampered
able to make useful reconnaissances.
Sunday’s fighting was devoted by the French forces to the clear-

/ing of the Germans from the north

they had peneirated in their rush.

GERMAN CLAIMS.

The official report of the German War Office, received here by
wireless today, claims the capture of St. Julien Village,
logether with the Solsert farm, and Kesselaere, and made an advance
The Germans report the capture of about] |
enemy also claims that counter-attacks of the |
British west of St. Julien, and west of Wiel, were defeated with heavy
losses. This report is evidently earlier than the French afternoon and

towards Gravenstafel.
1000 British troops. The

evening communiques. -
The official accounts follow :

The following French official com-
niunication was issued by the war
office tonight:

“To the north of Ypres
continues under conditions favorable
for the troops of the allies. The Ger-
mans attacked at several points along
the British front from various dirce-
tions, north, northeast and southv cst,
but they were not able to gain-grouna,

“On our gide we have progressed on
the right bank of the canal thru vig-
orous counter-attacks.”

Lizerre Retaken.

The following
this «fternoon
Lion

“Lizerne  (Belgium, west of the
Xpres Canal), which was taken by tho
enemy on I'riday night, has been re-
taken .today by Franco-Belgian
troops.

“Our artillery has replied succesgs-
fully to a fire directed at the whole
length of our front by German bat-
teries.

“Notwithstanding a
wind our aviators have becn
make ureful reconnaissances.”

Progress to North.

The Wrench War Oflice
this aftern.on follows:

“In  Belgium our
continued successfully in  close co-
operation with our allies. The Ger-
mans who attacked us with two army
vorps, continved to employ '
ating gases during the day. Some of
their projectiles, which did not
plode. were found to contain a larwe
quantity ot these gasces.

“We have made
Bress towards the north, on the ri
tank of the Yser Canal, The riie
ish troops, notwithstanding the viol
attack of the Germans Saturday
ing have on aur
their positions

Gained Little By Surprise.

following official communication
1gsued hy the

. war office last night
“To the nort)y of Ypres
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“During that time the British
were subjected to a flerce attack They
immediately replied by a counter-at.
tack, the result of which is not yet
known, ’
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iroops

German  Account.

The German army headquarters gave
out today the following report at Ber-
lin: “We ‘obtained further results at
Ypres. The ground captured on April
“{ north of Ypres, was still retained
in spite of the attacks of the

Further east we continued oul

and took hy storm the Solaert
southwest of 8t. Julien; as well as
of St. Julien and Kcos-
PY tnd advanced victoriously to-
Wards G enstafel, During these ga-

vesterda)
anemam

1iack

1HH1Ages

- |

dur-

|

against the whole of the
by a strong wind,
[ 4

bank of the Ypres Canal, to which

north of Ypres,

gagements about 1000 Englishmen were
taken prisoners and several machine
guns captured.

“A British eounter-attack against our
positions west of St, Julien was re-
pulsed early this morning with very
heavy losses to the enemy.

“West of Wiel attempts of the Britgh
to make an attack were quenched e
very start by the fire of our artillery.”

LETTERS MUSTGO |
THRU POSTOFFICE

Postal Act Prevents Business
Firms From Evading One
Cent War Tax.

A warning from the postal department
has been issued against business firms
and olhers who are making arrange-
ments for, the delivery of accounts, bills,
circulars, ete., thru other means than
the postoflice, which is contrary to the
Postal Act. The law is to be rigidly en-
forced upon all parties who attempt to
evade paying the one-cent tax which has
been imposed for war purposcs.
All letters conveyed, received, collect-
, #ent or delivered in contravention to
Postoflice Act will be seized and
hecessary steps immediately taken for
secution of the offenders in all
cuses where the law has been contraven-
ed,
There i« a penalty under section
of the Postoffice Act which may amount
to 320 for cach letter unlawfully carried.
F s and accounts, whether in open or
scaled envelopes, as well as circulars or
other printed matter enclosed in envel-
oves, scaled or ready to be sealed, are
“letters” within the meaning of the Poat -
office Act,

136 |

Among the Wounded
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Capt  Alfred '
ported wounded,
of Scuth
ing (u

Bastedo, who

recruited company
African veterans ucfore leav-
the front.

| they

impossible until the spring flooas have

Wounded in Action

“ Major A. T. Hunter of Toronto
whose name is in the long casualty list
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LAPEDTE
MADE ON ALLIES

Germans Bring Half Million
Troops to Flanders From

Polish Front.

ANOTHER YSER BATTLE

Enemy Also Attempts to|

Force Way Thru in Woevre
Area.

LONDON, April 23, 10 p.m.—The
German rushes in Flanders and the
Woevre are believed to be the fore-
runners of another big effort to break
thru the allied lines in the west,
many dayvs s

I"or

Belgium has been sealed

3

»

- ST. JOHN'S AMBULANCE CORPS

&

Members of the corps who are shortly leaving for the firing line, giving Lieut.-Gov. Hendrie a/practical
demonstration of how they carry out their good work.

AN;

' Position Looked "

|

With ~ the lieutenant-governor is

Noel Marshall.

BRITISH HEROICALLY FOUGHT WAY
THRU WATERS UNDER HEAVY FIRE
FIGHT AT HILL 60 WAS TERRIFIC

Attack and Laler ‘Defesicé
One of Finest 'of Britigh:
Exploits--Tons of Deadly
Explosives Hurled ®pon
Small Area For Hours By |

Germans. 5

|
|

LONDON, April 25, 7 pom.—"“Trench- |
es, sandbags dis.ippear - |
cd,” says the British official wil - ‘

parapets and

“eve

from the obhservation of neutrals whiie |
reinforcements from Germany were
being maved to the soutn to tfake part |
in the new offensive, wiich they nu;m'
is to carry them 1o Calais and possibly |
break the resistance of the allies.

The attack in Flanders, originally
leveled at the French, has been trans-
ferred to the British lines held by the
Canadians, on the immediate right of |
the French, and here, for two days, the
men from the Dominion have béen en-
gaged in a deadly contest witl the
Germans. The Germans state in lheir{
official report that they have made |
progress towards Ypres, and that l)ml
British counter-attacks have bheen re- |
pulsed. !

Counter- Attacked With Success. !

The French account, on the other
hand, declares that the allies’ counter-
attacks continue with success, and
that the Britiah hold all their posi-
tions' and repeats the charge that the |
Germans are using bombs containing !
asphyxiating gases.

The German attack in the Woevre!
or in the Meuse hills was directed |
against the French positions to the
southwest of Combres, and according
to the Eerlin statement, the French
suifered a heavy defeat, Paris, how-
ever, says that in a counter-attack
the Germans were completely driven
out the French first line, which
had pushed back,

These offensive movemoents the
Germans have been made poszible by
thie #tate of the ground on the ecastorn
front. where operations virtuaily

of

by

e
subsided

~onditions,
transferred
to the weat
fort, which
content

Taking advantage of these
the German general staff
a large number of troops
to make another big ef-
shows that they Aare not
to rely on a passive policy.
It is believed that half a
new German troops have
Flanders, . and that more guns and
material are to be used than were
provided for the originai attemptos to
destroy the allied armies in the west
—attempts  which ‘met with failure
beth inp August and October.

HOTEL TECK
30 King Street West
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the effect of the
explesions of the British mines, which
the attack
the British of Llill No! 60 o the south.-
cast

“The

nes<,” in describing

precedcd and capture

o' Ypres recently.

the ground,’
the narrative continues, ‘assumei |
strange shapes, Here it was torn in-
to huge craters; there large mounds of
fallen debris were to be seen,

‘““As the reports of the explosions
died away and while dense columns of
smolie and dust still hung :n the air,
our men, led by their officers, sprang
from the trenches and rushed across
the irtervening space of some 40 1o
60 yards, lying between our line and
the goping craters before them, the |

whole surface of

front covered by the attack being oniy | d

some 250 yvards in length. )
Surrendered in Panic.

“W bere the mines had cctually ex-
ploded nothing was left of the occu-
pants of the hostile line, but in ths |
neighbocring trenches our assaulting
infautry witnessed an extraordinary |
scenc. Many German soldicrs, possib-
ly oviing to the fact that ithey were
working, were surprised while in their
shir: sleeves and without oquipment,
Stunneqd by the violence of the explo-
sions, bewildered and suddoenly sub-
jected y a rain of hand grenades
throw! by our bombing partics, they
gav: way to panic.

“Cursing and shouting, they wein
falling over one another and fighting
in their hurry to gain the -xits lead-
ing irtc Yhe commurication trenches
Some of those in the rear, maddencd
1ror, were driving the.r bavonet
the bodies of their comiodes i
fron: of them.

“Of all this our infantiy had but a
momentary glimpse before. they fell upon
the eremy with the bayonet, burst thru
the maze of trenches,  poured into the
craters and pressed on down the com-
munication trenches until at last they
were stopped by barricades defended by
bomb throwers.

Foe Quickl}y

“The first line of
tured in a few minutes with
culty and fifteen hundred
into our hands, but it was
real struggle began, for
quickly recovered from ‘their

“From our lihe hill is = ient.
which is exposed 'to fire from th» sides
and it was only a few minutes before
the German gunners took advantage of
this fact and opened fire. Soon the whole
position became obscured in the smoke
ef bursting ghells. Meanwhile our bat-
teries had begun to support the attack,
and a terrific artillery fire was main-
tained far into the night.

Continuous F'lashes.

many points along ow
the north and of Hill 60
geen the flashes from the

» flashes fromn the

int)
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“Nor was the cpemy's infantry idle

o

ritain Wants More Men ||

i
|

We Want Them Now So That They May Play an %
Important Part in the Struggle, Says Dr. T. J. |||

MacNamara. .

LLONDON,
today,
alty,

April 25.—(8.23 p.m.)—Addressing a recruiting meeting |

Dr. Thomas J. MacNamara, parliammentary secretary of the admir- i
said: ‘

“If you assuine that Earl Kitchener is not only gratified but satisficd

with the response to -the call for volunteers, you faoll into a very serious

error. We want more men. We want them now, so that they ‘may be :

properly trained to play an effective part in the struggle.” 3

i

Advancing )
trenches, they threw hand grenades over
. the
| craters, or the crumbling sides of which
our men were clinging in an endeavor to
chtain a foothold. 3

| during the whole of Sunday until we were |
| gradually driven from the southern edgc |
of
front line in the form of reinforcements,
who aswept
hold they had gained.

the contending sides had led to a slacken-
ing in
broke
much intensity as on the precedipg even- !
ing,
Inore secure, and, altho the shelling and
bombing
night may be said to have passed in com-
parative quiet.”

was
that the Germans extended their shelling
1o
own
ol

the Ge
IREH
“‘again did our
dous
en off.'’

evening.”
fered
would
long parties armed
made repeated efforts to drive us off the
hill, their attacks alternating with bom-
bardments from artillery of all kinds and
also trench mortars.” *

the British had firmiy established them-
selves on the hill.

depth,

“Thruout the
tinued, culminating early in the morning
of
the enemy. [
cipally by the fire of our machine guns,
some of which had becen rushed up.

lildren

up the communication hcurs hurled tons of metal and high ex-
plosives, and at times the nilitop was
wreathed in clouds of poisonous fumes:
and yet our gallant infantry did not give
way. They stood ffrm under a fire which
swepts away whole sections at a time,
filled the trenches with dead bodies and
80 cumbered the approach to the front
line that reinforcements could not reach
it without having to climh over the prog-
trate forms of their fallen comrades.
Cost Germans Dearly.

“In these circumstances our losses na
turally were heavy. Nevertheless they
have not depressed the men, all of whom.
Including the wounded, are extremely
cheerful, for they know that the fight for
Hill No. 60 has cost the Germans far mor:
than it has cost us.”

The despcrate efforts of the Germans
to recapture the I, the “eye-witness”
says, probably were due not only to the
intrinsic value of the position, but the
fear of personal consequences to the gen-
erals concernéd if they failed to hold it.
He adds that the Bavarian generals who
were responsible for the unsuccessful ac-
tion at St. _FElo! were placed on the re-
tired list.

The troops who opposed the British on
HIill 60, the “‘eye-witness’’ savs, were com-
posed of Saxons and men recruited from
all parts of Germany. '

barricades and also into the mine

Timely Reln!orcemenés.
night the fighting con-
the

18th in two massed attacks by

These were beaten off, prin-

vertheless,
which left
the enemy

in apite of
the hillside
continued

the heavy
piled with

ad, his pressure¢

the hill, At 6 p.m. help reached our

the Germans from the foot-

Bombardment Renewed.

“Prior to this the close proximity of

but it then
with almost as

the bombardment;
out afresh, and

Our position, however, now Wwas

never ceased altogether, the

bombardment
April 19, and

The narrative

maintained

gays the
Monday,

the entire

itgelf, in
were

mans
but,

Ypres area, including the
which, it is asserted, 15}
¢illed.  Toward evening
made another attack on
the “eye ' asserts |
machine gun« do tremen-
execution and the attack was beat-

Late Lt. Mado MacDonald

1 60, witness'

Foe Fought Stubbornly.
““Another attack at eight o’'clock in the
the narrative continues,
aame fate, Still the Germans

admit defeat, and all night|
with hand grenades

‘‘suf-
the
not

By Wednesday, the “eye witness'’ says

’ .

‘““The attack upon and the defence
of Hill No. 60,”” the narrative de-
clares, “wiil go down in history as one
of the finest exploits of the British
troops during the war. Officers who
experienced the bombardment prior to
the attack of the Prussian Guard on
the 11th of April, and also underwent-
that directed against Hill 60, say that
the latter by far was the worst of the
two.”” 7

Concentrated Fighting.

‘What our troops withstood

degree be realized if it be

can iy}
remem- |

L again

' News of How They .

edly Saved Situation
Over Empire’s

———
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¢ hold

Sr—

After Canadian Trok
Sprang F orward,’

= i
Canadian Associated Pre

‘LONDON, April 25—
don vesternight upon the a
of how the Canadians ad "y
gaved the gituation,” brought 4
the well authenticated story | alone. cai
happened on the eve of a big ente
in one of our Egyptian campaign an tem
the commander of the men: srg e o The
news Must be in London tonig] :
night news of what the Can
accomplished verily was in Lo
was in Toronto, Montreal,
stroom, Colombo, Ballarat,and any
unit of Great Britain You may my
but nowhere, not eyven jn
Canadian cities, was it more fy
claimed than in the empire’sm
Every single evening newspapesy:
tents bill bore the word
The same is true of the cheap
papers. London was aflame an#y
at the latest official record of @
gallantry, let it clearly be ung
tho there were no noisy, B
exhibitions in public places or
places either, 7

Canadians Honored.

It so happened that a special
number of Canadians were @
from Shorncliffe in London, para
streets with friends, enjoying
selves soberly and rationally ag
adays invariably the case. U
edly these men acquired a nef
est in the eyes of London’s. pol
and we do not ¢tonsider it 4 #
imagination to record that. g
';i;':n;b]y ciarried their heads
ligher. Many of them attends &
triotic concert in Albert Ha g[cmanC_l. 4
was graced by the presenc me an indu
King and Queen, and were ¢ #
pointed out to their children by ot ;
parents, but neither here noras .
else was there any maMcking TOday the

Intense Satisfaction, i ix-

A feeling of intense satis ll!c' tl"-e Slx
Ih:l Canadian achievement wag uilding in Tors
reflection that many of Canads
est ha? undoubtedly saved Dffices throu
tion with .taeir lives. If th I ir fa
ﬂ;ished tomorrow it is " VCd thClrlf
there would be any wild g i
tions, In truth, everybody is 8 e pUb 4
ed that the war will not i products has n
many tomorrows, and the Pi
crushing the’ spirit revealed ear growth f

pee what this

oodyear Tirg
illion dollars
ient. For thd
Bowmanville, (
en must be «

won this
. Capita
& 1t only

s is scarcely
resting and

ked togethe
Jq at 85 Q
b, in 1910, i
ly that sm
ed over 70 t

. They knew
hey had fait
jeir product.

ous possibilitig

enemies will be grievous,
Views of J. L. Garvin

J. L. Garvin, editor of The'0
waose sober judgment on A
phases of tie war has earné
weekly war notes a degree of #
in an estimate of the nadians'
achievements, thinks that the G
must have already sent news 10’}
that they are retaking the
ground. Things certainly
have looked serious 0
allies, even when the French a
started.

Took Their Chance.
“Fighting shoulder to shoul
them the Canadians had their ¢l

continues Garvin, “and the
Maple Leaf set their teeth
by a charge -which as a m
feat of arms will stand ¢
annals of this war, no
may yet bring. The Cal
tacked the Germans, rouf
captured many prisoners
their guns, They hawv
brave blood and ineasus
the soldiers’ recompense
valor at a critival hour .
the Germans and their as
gas bombs, and proved how ¢!
despite scientific deviltry,
before the indomitable hearts
men.. They have saved the
dead or living; they have won
that cannot wither; thru the
name of Canada is noblér in the W
today and ferever greater/
Canada’s Hour
TouchingT the political”
obgerver editor remarks
Canada’s hour today. It "lﬂ be
tralia's and New Zealand’s turs
morrow. In a gituation S0 J8C
cerding in some ways all pred
of political romance, so far as:
aware, the faintest POSSIDISEE
was never conceived by any #
fore the war, The achiey
South Africa will be not I8
than that of the other JdoDk
for their pari after ye
by friend and foe the domi
Britain as a mighty moth
and mightier than of el
much our urgent  busk -
present to dwell upon the
ness and cost of the str
are -apt to.forget the rewd
days may mean a new
opening vista of political
tends as far as human the
reach. {
'The -editor of The ObSCr¥er g
vinced that if Britain is 10 S
nefore the winter, she m\élt
the lines iwice her BT :
power, both in munition® and 1
——_—_________“
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