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MONTREAL, JANUARY 9, 1879.

OUR FUTURE.

The formation of a club in this city for
the purpose of the free discussion of poli-
tical and economical questions has givon
rise to imputations that seme serions in-
tention is entertained of endeavoring to
bring about se'paration fron the Mother
Country.. The New York Ilerald lias
endeavored, by means'of circulai letters
and of interviews, to ascertain the views
Of such Canadians as its reporters have
been able to fail in with, and the Toronto
Globe has denounced the new club with
great vigor though - not with anything
like impartiality. Those acquainted with
the antecedents of the menbers of the
Comnmittee, whose naines have been pub-
lisied, must admit that the responsibility
for the formation of such a club must be
shiared by both.of the political parties.
It is certainly not easy to conceive the
possibility of any concurrence of opinion
between seme ofi the inembers of the Con-
mnittee, who have ieretofore been unable
te act in concert regarding measures of
infinitely less importance thain a total

change Of allegiance, with the almiost in-
*evitable consequence of the substitution
of a republican for a monarchical forn of
government.

We are not unaware thsat sone of tie
promoters o discussion on the subjects
announced by the new club naintain
thmat our present systens cannot be per-
mianent, and that, when our population in.
creases to ten or fifteen millions of souls,
we must look out fori a ne' state of politi
cal existence. On the other hand, it is
urged that there are practical grievances
under which We are sufiring at thsis
moment, and wlicish rnder immnediate
change imperative. ý hos.e grievances
eitlher exikt or t]sey doeot. If, as we be-
lieve, they have noexistence, tien wve fail
te comprelend wly a constitution under
wbiclh WC enjoy practical independence
under the protection o? a powerful mon-
arciy should be less suited for fifteen
than for five millions of people. But if
there are grievances consoquent on our
connection witi G reat Britain, it wouId
then be desirable to consider wletier they
are se serious as te couinterbalance the
advan tages which ive derive fron the con-
isection. On previous occasions we liave
noticed, and have endeavored te refute,
the argumients of those who maintain tiat
we aie suffering from grievances. It is in
our opinion nost ungrateful, in view of
the tr'eatisent tiat We have received
fron the i iperial Governmisenit during the
last forty years, te put forward a com-
plaint, that we have not the power te
smake treaties. Rather me than twenty-
five years ago Canada was anxious for a
treaty of reciprocity with the United
States of America, and notwithstanding
tie fact thsat tiere w'as a Britis Minister
resident' at Washington, the Imperial
Governiient appointed tie Ear] of Elgin,
tien Governo' General of Canasda, Minis-
ter Plenipotentiary, with full poiver te
negotiate on the subject witi the United
States, and Lord Elgin invited the -Goveni-
ments of Nova Scotia and Nnew Brunswick
te send delegates te Wasiington te con-
fer with thin and with one of his Cana-
dians Mfinisters on the details of the treaty.

Special reference lias been made te
France, and to the ieglect ais the part of
Eigland to guard the interests et' Calnada
in lier commercial treaty with France.
There are two sinple and obvions ansvers
te this charge. lst. Canada never inti-
miated to the [mperial Goverinient prior
te the French ti'eaty that she des'ired
any change in lier commercial relations
with France; and 2nd. England could not
pledge ierself that Canada would give
effect te any stipulation whicli imiglt
have been made with Fraince on lier bo-
half. We have strenuously mainstaiied
for a considerable number of years our
constitutional riglt to impose such duties
of customs as we ourselves deems for our

inteirest, and, as al necessary consequence,
we msust be prepared to negotia.te our
own commercial treaties. Instead of our
being in a bttesr, we should bo in a much
worse position if We were independent.
At present we have the advanstage of the
powerful influence of Great Britain in
our negotiations, while as a weak inde-
pendent nation we should have ne more
influence tiiin we iave at present, even
on the assmiiiption tiat we are unable to
get the assistance of the Imperial Govern-
ment. Tiat influence, however, is con-
sideiale, ani il is entirely our owin fault
that it lias not been exerted. We have
persistently admitted the exports of
Franse to entry in Canada on the saime
conditions as the mnost favored nations,
inclding ourown Mother Country, which
receives ail u exports free of duty. Ve
have only te inform the French Govern-
ient that unless by a day te be naned,
tie exIoIts of Casnada shall be admitted
into France on tie sanie terns as the iost
favored nations, an extra duty will be
placed on all exports of France acnitted
into Canada. Ou' Governuent lias pro-
posed, and las taken autiority in the pre-
sent tar'if' to puich ase justice fromi France,
but lias taken no authority to enforce
it. Towards the United States, whici hias
always treated us as the smost favored
nation, we have adopted avowedly a re-
taliatory policy, but towards France,which
lias treated us with gross injustice, we
have acted with a degree of weakness
that is almost incompirehensible. And
noir We aire told by a French Canadisan,
after ai oflicial visit te Pa ris, tiat we
can, oIly hopé te get justice froim France
by declaring our independence. Truly
the advice comes romi a suspicious quarter,
and it is inconceivable to us that se many
intelligent men should have fallen into
the trap.

We shall on a future occasion deal with
the special grievance founded on Our con-
mercial relations with the United States.
Meantine we may remind the memibeis
of the nlew club tiat there can be no
greater fallacy than the assumption tiat
a separation from Great Biritain can be
accomplisied peaceably, This assiimp-
tion is invariably based on the belief that
Great Britain would not seek ta retain
Canada by force of arms, and if there was
ansy probability of'a unanimous demand for
separation we should be ready to admit its
correctness. Up to the present timse not
only lias the question not been discussed
in Parliamient, btut the advocates of inde-
piendence have not announced their views
to thseir constituents. Ve are inaware of
any instance in which se important a
revolution as that which is contemplated


