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the crime was a prominent Mohawk, known as ‘“The
Shepherd”. He was moved to sympathy by the
fact that he had once been seized by the Algonquins
and condemned to die at the stake, but had been
freed through the intervention of the French gover-
nor. A Mohawk captain who had a Huron prisoner
in his keeping was so incensed that he gave him his
liberty to go and tell the French how much he deplored
the act of his countrymen. However, these regrets
came too late to be effective. The report of the
News reaches tragedy did not reach the French
the colony lony until the following year, when

a couple of letters written by the
Dutch at Fort Orange gave the meager details which
were inserted in the Relation of 1647. In the same
year a Mohawk prisoner taken at Three Rivers volun-
teered further information that, after the assassination
of Father Jogues, whom he tried to save, he became
the protector of the young Frenchman who accom-
panied him. He warned de la Lande not to go far
from him, as his life was not safe. But the young
man, having gone to get some object which he had
brought with him, was slain with a tomahawk by
those who were watching him.

Thus ended the short but tragic career of John
de la Lande. It is not surprising that for two and
a half centuries he should be looked on as a martyr,
or that his name should be linked with those of his
fellow-oblate René Goupil and the Jesuit mission-
aries who yielded up the lives for the cause of Christ
between 1642 and 1649. When the Relations mention
the young man’s name it is only to extol his piety and




